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Upcoming Meetings & Events
September Friday, September 16, 2016. A general meeting will be held at the Hazel Crest
Village Hall starting at 7:30 PM. The program for the evening will be a presentation on Class B amplifiers by
Mike Kiley, WA9ZPM. Refreshments and raffle will be available. Start the fall season on the right foot by
attending the meeting and bring a friend.

October Friday, October 21, 2016. A general meeting will be held at the Hazel Crest Village
Hall starting at 7:30 PM. The program for the evening will be by Matt Schumann, N9OTL on his travels around
the world. We all know the game "Where's Waldo?" well, this will answer the question "Where's Matt?"
Refreshments and raffle will be available. Plan to attend and bring a friend.

From The President's Shack
From Todd, KA9IUC.
Summer is over and looking forward to the Fall season. The summer went great except for the heat. The
Club's summer activities Driving the Dixie, Field Day and Picnic all were great due to the participation of
members to make these events a success. Now is the time to make that to do list for all things that need to get
done before Winter. I have a small antenna project going on at the QTH that I need to get done. There is also
an antenna project that needs to be addressed at the Bunker. The support ropes for the 160M dipole need to
be replaced. One failed two years ago and was repaired. Replacing the others may keep us ahead of future
failures. The new rope is on hand so all we need is the man power.
Remember: Check into the Sunday and Wednesday night nets to get the latest Club info. Both nets meet at 8
PM, local time, on the Club repeater, WD9HSY, 146.805 Mhz. Also please update the Club with any email
address changes.

From the TreasurerTrish N9YDG

Thank you to all for the get well card- sorry I missed the picnic. To catch up everyone else- I had my
appendix removed on August 20th- I was very fortunate that it did not perforate so no infection
thankfully. Recovery is going well- moving around and taking an easy for the most part. Will see you
in September.
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Members of the Tri-Town Radio Club Inc. publish the Oscillator 6 times a year. Opinions expressed are not
necessarily those of the Officers or members of the Tri-Town RAC, but of the contributors. All articles may be
reprinted as long as full credit is given. Other publications are asked to reciprocate their newsletter. Some
Articles printed here are from AMSAT, ARRL Letter, TAPR, World Radio, QRZ.COM, Eham, and Other
Amateur Radio Publications.

Club Meetings & Nets
Club meetings are the 3rd Friday of each month at the Village of Hazel Crest Village Hall, 170th and Holmes.
All are welcome and refreshments will serve. Don’t forget to bring a Friend.

Club Hangouts:
The Club’s Repeater 146.805 WD9HSY/R & 146.49 Simplex
442.375 Homewood, 441.300 Grant Park WA9WLN/R, “Waldofar”
443.325 Frankfort WD9HSY/R & 147.165 Kankakee Co. WD9HSY/R
All UHF’s use a 114.8 PL & All VHF’s use a 107.2 PL

Club Nets
2 Mtr FM 49’ers Net
Wednesday, 8:00 PM Local, The Club’s Repeater 146.805 -600kc 107.2 PL
2 Mtr FM Preparedness Net Sundays, 8:00 PM local,
The Club’s Repeater 146.805 -600kc 107.2 PL
10 Mtr SSB Net
Thursdays, 8:00 PM Local, 28.490 SSB USB.
40 Mtr Tri-Town Alumni Net Weekdays, 2200 UTC
7.285 SSB LSB
80 Mtr SSB Net
Saturdays, 9am local
3.860 SSB LSB

Hamfests in the Area
09/17/2016

Peoria Superfest

Peoria, IL

http://www.w9uvi.org

09/24/2016

RADIO EXPO

Belvidere, IL

http://chicagofmclub.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tritownrac
Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

Tri-Town's Tentative 2016 Calendar
September
September

General meeting September 16th at the Hazel Crest Village Hall.
S.S. Badger Ham Cruise September 24th. Contact Pete N9OWQ for info.

October

General meeting October 21st at the Hazel Crest Village Hall.

November

General meeting November 18th, Nominations of Officers, White Elephant Sale,
and Show and Tell, 7:30 PM at the Bunker.

December

General meeting and Christmas Party December 10th.

Board of Directors Meetings - Second Monday of the Month, 7:30 PM at the Bunker.
Members always welcome.

Tri-Town Net Controllers
At present, the Club has three net controllers: Peter KE9YX, Bruce WD9GHK and Todd KA9IUC. August was a
vacation month for two of the controllers and it was believed that a plan was in place to cover nets during away
times. Murphy stepped in and caused a scramble to cover one of the nets. Thanks to Jim, KB9VR for filling in.
It would be great to have a permanent sub who could fill in when needed or a fourth controller to share the
load. If you would be interested in becoming a net controller, please see any officer or board member.

For Sale: Huslter G7-144
Some say this is the Best 2mtr Antenna made!
Only a few months in the air before storage!
EMAIL Ron WB9JYZ wb9jyz@comcast.net
$100.00 (pickup fully assembled in Homewood)

Ham Radio Outlet Refurbishes, Reopens Former AES Milwaukee
Ham Radio Outlet (HRO) opened its latest Amateur Radio retail outlet at the site of the former Amateur
Electronic Supply (AES) headquarters store at 5710 West Good Hope Road in Milwaukee on August 27. AES
closed its Milwaukee, Las Vegas, Cleveland, and Orlando outlets on July 28, following a surprise
announcement 4 weeks earlier that it was going out of business after 59 years as a ham radio equipment
supplier. A couple of weeks later, HRO announced plans to make over the Milwaukee outlet and reopen it as
its “superstore” — now HRO’s largest. Several former AES Milwaukee employees now are working for HRO,
which undertook a rapid remodeling project to make the store over in its own brand. Dan Vanevenhoven,
N9LVS, visited the HRO Milwaukee location on opening day, camera in hand, and he posted video of his brief
tour on YouTube.
“One of the first things that caught my eye was the radio demo area,” Vanevenhoven says in his video.
“They’ve actually got radios that you can try out.” A row of eight carrels, each with a different piece of gear
ready to use, stretches along part of one wall in the store.The Milwaukee store in 5000 square feet of Amateur
Radio equipment, antennas, books, and accessories.
A family-owned business, HRO is the world’s largest Amateur Radio dealership, with 14 locations from New
England to the West Coast. It opened a new outlet in Plano, Texas, in early 2015 and relocated and expanded
its Portland, Oregon, store, which opened in late July.
HRO has planned the weekends of September 10, 17, 24 and October 1 for the grand opening of its Portland
store, and October 1, 8, 15, and 22 for the grand opening of the new Milwaukee outlet.

White House Creates New National Park Service Unit (MN84)
The National Park Service received a centennial gift from the White House on August 24, when President
Barack Obama created the Katahdin Woods and Waters National Monument in Northern Maine. The 413th
official unit of the National Park Service, the new national monument will be known to National Parks on the Air
(NPOTA) participants as MN84. The Katahdin Woods and Waters National Monument was created from land
donated to the federal government this week by philanthropist Roxanne Quimby’s foundation, Elliotsville
Plantation Inc. The grant was facilitated by the National Park Foundation as part of its Centennial Campaign for
America’s National Parks.
“The new national monument will protect approximately 87,500 acres, including the stunning East Branch of
the Penobscot River and a portion of the Maine Woods that is rich in biodiversity and known for its outstanding
opportunities to hike, canoe, hunt, fish, snowmobile, snowshoe, and cross-country ski,” the White House said
in announcing the designation.
Accompanying the land donation, valued at approximately $100 million was $20 million to supplement federal
funding for initial park operational needs and infrastructure development at the new monument, plus a pledge
of another $20 million in future philanthropic support.
The new national monument is situated in northern Penobscot County and adjacent to Maine’s Baxter State
Park, which includes the state’s highest peak, Mount Katahdin, within its borders. Maine has a national park
farther south on its coast — Acadia National Park, mostly located on Mount Desert Island near Bar Harbor.

Fox-1E (RadFxSat-2) Launch Scheduled for December 2017
— Thanks to AMSAT News Service
AMSAT has learned that the launch of RadFxSat-2/Fox-1E is set for December 2017. Going into space under
the NASA Educational Launch of Nanosatellites (ELaNa) program, RadFxSat-2/Fox-1E is a partnership
opportunity between Vanderbilt University’s Institute for Space and Defense Electronics (ISDE) and AMSAT. It
is similar to RadFxSat/Fox-1B, which could launch in the next several months, and both RadFxSat CubeSats
will carry radiation effects experiments.
The Fox-1E spacecraft bus will be built as part of the Fox-1 series but will feature a linear V/U (Mode J)
transponder, instead of the standard FM repeater installed on Fox-1A through Fox-1D.
Twelve CubeSats constructed both by NASA and by several universities will be carried into space from
Mojave, California by US Virgin Galactic’s LauncherOne air launch-to-orbit system.
Fox-1E will be the fifth in the Fox series that AMSAT has built. Fox-1A, now AO-85, was launched in October
2015 and remains fully operational, providing science data from its onboard experiments and FM transponder
service for the amateur radio community.
Fox-1Cliff and Fox-1D are scheduled for launch this fall.
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3 Companies Plead Guilty for Fixing Prices
of Electrolytic Capacitors
The US Department of Justice announced this week that three companies have agreed to plead guilty for their
roles in a conspiracy to fix prices for electrolytic capacitors sold to customers in the US and elsewhere. The
companies are Rubycon Corporation, Elna Co Ltd, and Holy Stone Holdings Co Ltd.
“The Antitrust Division has now charged five companies and one individual for their participation in this
international price-fixing conspiracy,” Deputy Assistant Attorney General Brent Snyder of the Justice
Department’s Antitrust Division, said in an August 23 Justice Department news release. “The electrolytic
capacitors conspiracy affected millions of American consumers who use electronic devices containing
capacitors every day.”
The division filed one-count felony charges against each of the three companies in US District Court in San
Francisco. In addition to pleading guilty to the charges against them, each company has agreed to pay a
criminal fine and to cooperate with the Division’s ongoing investigation. The plea agreements are subject to
court approval.
NEC TOKIN Corp and Hitachi Chemical Co Ltd already pleaded guilty earlier to participating in the same
worldwide conspiracy. NEC TOKIN was sentenced to pay a $13.8 million fine in January, while a $3.8 million
fine was levied on Hitachi Chemical in June. In March of 2015, a grand jury indicted Takuro Isawa, a former
Global Sales general manager for one of the capacitor manufacturers, for his alleged participation in the
conspiracy.
This week’s charges resulted from an ongoing federal investigation by the Antitrust Division’s San Francisco
Office and the FBI’s San Francisco Field Office into price fixing, bid rigging, and other anticompetitive conduct
in the capacitor industry. Anyone with information on price fixing, bid rigging or other anticompetitive conduct
related to the capacitors industry should contact the Antitrust Division’s Citizen Complaint Center, tel (888)
647-3258, or or call the FBI tip line, (415) 553-7400.
The Justice Department released court documents on Elna, Holy Stone, and Rubycon.

FEMA Teaming with Amateur Radio Clubs to Present
Preparedness Information
September is National Preparedness Month. As part of its focus on community education and preparation,
FEMA offers a “Family Emergency Communications Plan” to help families work out their communication
strategies in the event of an emergency. ARRL is partnering with FEMA to offer this material to interested
Amateur Radio clubs that are willing to present it in their localities during National Preparedness Month. While
the FEMA presentation focuses on the Family Communications Plan and doesn’t specifically mention ham
radio, the material offers Amateur Radio clubs a great opportunity to raise their visibility in their communities.
A webinar with FEMA Region 1 Preparedness Liaison Sara Varela will take place on Tuesday, August 23, at 8
PM EDT (Wednesday, August 24, at 0000 UTC), to offer background and training for any club wishing to
present FEMA’s Family Emergency Communications Plan material in September.
Registration is requested. The presentation of the FEMA material to local communities should take
approximately 1 hour. It will include a PowerPoint presentation and links to worksheets that families can
discuss and fill out together.Clubs are free to offer additional presentations on their activities following
presentation of the FEMA material.

HAARP Facility to Reopen in 2017 under New Ownership
Let the conspiracy theories resume! Alaska’s High-Frequency Active Auroral Research Program (HAARP)
facility will reopen in 2017. The sprawling facility now is under the ownership of the University of Alaska
Fairbanks (UAF), and the UAF Geophysical Institute is preparing HAARP for a new sponsored research
campaign that’s set to begin early next year, UAF Researcher Chris Fallen, KL3WX, told ARRL.
“This involves, for example, reinstalling the vacuum tubes in each of the 10 kW amplifiers — eventually 360 in
total — that were removed by the US Air Force [the facility’s former owner] for warm storage in the main
facility,” Fallen said. He later clarified that’s just one-half of the 720 tubes required to equip all of HAARP’s
transmitters. “For the first campaign we will only be bringing half of the array online, as we will only have half
the tubes installed,” he explained. “It’s a long process and we have limited resources.” He noted that the
transmitter shelters have been unheated since the previous campaign in the summer of 2014. “The five
generators — approximately 3 MW each — have recently been tested individually and are verified operational.”
Fallen said the HAARP ionosonde (DPS4D “Digisonde”) will be brought back online. “Some instruments on site
need to be repaired or replaced,” he said. Those would include riometers and a UHF radar. “Optical
instruments will be brought back. The flux-gate magnetometer is operational again.”
Fallen said other researchers are planning to install instruments at the science pads. “We are still investigating
models for increasing Amateur Radio involvement with HAARP, which, in addition to announcing operating
schedules, can potentially include hosting one or more ham stations on or near the science pads,” he said.
UAF describes HAARP as “the world’s most capable high-power, high-frequency transmitter for study of the
ionosphere.” Built in three phases, starting in the early 1990s and continuing through 2007, at a cost of some
$300 million, HAARP over the years has inspired a wide range of conspiracy theories that became grist for
late-night radio talk shows. Some have claimed that HAARP’s transmitters and 30-acre antenna farm —
capable of generating up to 5 GW ERP — have been used to control the weather, while others have argued
that HAARP has caused earthquakes.
The FCC recently granted two Part 5 Experimental Service licenses for HAARP ionospheric research “across
multiple bands.” WI2XFX will cover experiments in discrete parts of the HF spectrum, including 2650-2850;
3155-3400; 4438-4650; 4750-4995; 5005-5450; 5730-5950, and 7300-8100 kHz. A second Experimental
license, WI2XDV, covers ionopheric research between 1 and 40 MHz.
UAF is hosting an open house at HAARP, located near Gakona, Alaska, on August 27. The event will feature
facility tours, a mobile planetarium, a permafrost exhibit, science demonstrations and talks, and barbecue.
Fallen will deliver a free science lecture on Friday, August 26, at the Wrangell-St Elias National Park Visitor
Center Auditorium, “Radio Modification of the Ionosphere, and Who Uses This HAARP Thing Anyway?” in
partnership with the Wrangell Institute for Science and the Environment (WISE)
HAARP is aimed at studying the properties and behavior of the ionosphere. Operation of the research facility
was transferred from the US Air Force to the University of Alaska Fairbanks last August, allowing HAARP to
continue exploring ionospheric phenomena via a land-use cooperative research and development agreement.
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Free of HAARP, US Air Force Still Wants to Tinker with the Ionosphere
A lot of radio amateurs bemoaning the recent spate of poor HF conditions would love to have a way to improve
propagation — perhaps without even having to rely on the whims of the Sun. The US Department of Defense
is thinking along the same lines. An August 9 article in New Scientist reports that the US Air Force is exploring
a plan to bombard Earth’s upper atmosphere with ionized gas dispersed from CubeSats. According to the New
Scientist article by David Hambling, the Air Force hopes to improve long-distance radio communication by
“detonating plasma bombs” in the upper atmosphere, and the military branch has contracted with corporate
and university researchers to figure out how to make this a reality.
The US Air Force is no stranger to ionospheric tinkering, having just last year transferred the High Frequency
Active Auroral Research Project (HAARP) facility to the University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF), which hopes to
restart it next year. HAARP’s super-power RF in the high-frequency spectrum has been used stimulate the
ionosphere and create a plasma cloud that could support HF radio propagation; it also has been used to study
how the ionosphere functions.
The trick with using CubeSats to disperse ionizing gas above Earth is coming up with a plasma generator small
enough to fit within a CubeSat and controlling how the plasma will disperse. New Scientist said General
Sciences of Souderton, Pennsylvania, and Enig Associates of Bethesda, Maryland, are working with scientists
at Drexel University and at the University of Maryland, respectively, on separate methods to produce plasma.
An August 9 article in Philly Voice by Michael Tannenbaum said the nearly $150,000 contract with General
Sciences and Drexel University proposes to develop a plasma gas generation device “based on the use of
highly exothermic condensed phase reactions yielding temperatures considerably higher than the boiling points
of candidate metal elements with residual energy to maximize their vapor yield and, with high probability to
enter associative ionization (chemi-ionization) reactions with atmospheric oxygen,” the research Abstract
explains. The Abstract says researchers also will explore hardware development for controlled-release options.
The benefit, according to the Abstract? “New ways of communication will become available to [the Department
of Defense] with significant benefits to the defense of the country.”
For its part, Enig Associates has announced that its collaboration with the University of Maryland will lead to
“an innovative and novel electrical approach, using in-house designed explosive-driven flux compression
generators to convert explosive chemical energy into electromagnetic energy with very high current output and
superb energy conversion efficiency.” The researchers will aim to design “an integrated generator device
whose form factor fits inside an air-launched vehicle or sounding rocket.”
The New Scientist article said the better approach will be selected for a second phase, which will involve
testing plasma generators in vacuum chambers and exploratory space flights.

Amateur Radio Plays Critical Role in Mountain Rescue
Glenn Fowler, N5TDJ, of Allen, Texas, reported Facebook that Amateur Radio served him well on August 4.
“We were on a treacherous Jeep trip up at about 13,000 feet with several other Jeeps in Colorado,” he said in
his post. “One person there from Texas had a heart attack. There was no cell phone service."
"I tried a few repeaters and the National Simplex Frequency and was amazed that no one was monitoring any
of them. I kept trying and finally reached an ARES station on a Breckenridge linked repeater that took our GPS
coordinates and dispatched an ambulance to meet us at the first place they could intercept the trail.”
Fowler reports the individual who suffered the heart attack was hospitalized, “and, thankfully, he received
lifesaving help from paramedics a lot sooner, due to ham radio.” Fowler is a member of the Plano Amateur
Radio Club.

New Hamvention Venue: “You Will Be Very Impressed,”
Chairman Assures
Dayton Hamvention® is moving on after 52 years at Hara Arena, and 2017 preparations at the show’s new
venue in Xenia, Ohio, now are in full swing, two Hamvention officials explained this week on the Amateur
Radio Roundtable webcast hosted by Tom Medlin, W5KUB. Hamvention announced on August 1 that it would
relocate to the Greene County Fairgounds, after Hara Arena made it known that it would close at month’s
end. Hamvention 2017 General Chair Ron Cramer, KD8ENJ, and official spokesperson Mike Kalter, W8CI,
fielded questions from Medlin and callers during the hour-long August 9 show. Cramer said some members of
the Amateur Radio community entertain preconceived notions about the new venue that are “far off base,” and
he and Kalter wanted to set the record straight.
“Change is hard for everyone, but I think this is a very good move for us,” Cramer said. “You will be very
impressed.” Kalter echoed the sentiment. “We want to start out great and get awesome,” he said. Kalter said
there’s been a lot of second-guessing, but that “a lot of overriding factors” and year-long search led to the
selection of Greene County Fairgrounds.
Kalter assured those planning to attend Hamvention that Fairgrounds buildings — particularly those used for
showing livestock during the county fair — are “absolutely clean” and well maintained (see attached layout
map). He and Cramer expressed confidence that everyone will find plenty of available parking and room for all
traditional Hamvention activities — more than may be evident at first glance. Vendors who have already visited
the new site to get the lay of the land went away “excited,” they said.
At this point, no hard-and-fast decisions have been made as to how Hamvention will put the available buildings
and space to use next spring, but Cramer and Kalter said the Fairgrounds staff has been especially helpful.
“We’re all working together now to make this happen,” Kalter said, and that Hamvention officials remain open
to questions and suggestions.
Cramer took time to quash one misconception about Hara Arena. “Even though they had air conditioning,” he
said, “air conditioning was never used there. The doors were open, and they did not want to turn on the air
conditioning unless the doors were closed. So, I don’t think air conditioning was used at all — at least in the
last 10 years.”
Some air conditioned space already available at the new venue may be suitable for such activities as forums,
and the Fairgrounds is looking to upgrade existing ventilation systems in non-air conditioned buildings. “We’re
looking at the possibility of air conditioned ‘chalets’” for forums, Kalter said.
The prime area under consideration for the popular outdoor flea market is inside the racetrack oval, they said,
and additional adjacent space is available, if it’s needed.
The venue will have wireless Internet coverage. “We’ve already moved some of the equipment out of Hara,
and we think it will do a good job there,” Cramer said. Kalter added that the Fairgrounds staff is working on
upgrading the Internet “pipe” to the venue.
As for the admission price, “We’re still working on that,” Kalter said. “We have not made a decision. We may
leave it at the same price or slightly more than that, but no great increase.” Tickets this year were $20 in
advance and $25 at the gate for all 3 days.
Cramer and Kalter said Hamvention anticipates being ready to start selling tickets and vendor spaces by
November — and perhaps earlier.Kalter stressed that the sponsoring Dayton Amateur Radio Association
(DARA) puts “an awful lot back into ham radio in donations,” all raised entirely through Hamvention.
“We need your help. We need your support,” Kalter said. “Hamvention needs to move on, and we intend to
make it happen, with everybody’s help.

The New Facilities for Hamvention in Xenia, Ohio (abt 20-25 miles SE of Hara).

DX Engineering’s Tim Duffy, K3LR: New Fairgrounds Venue
“Perfect for Hamvention”
DX Engineering Chief Operating Officer Tim Duffy, K3LR, says he’s enthusiastic about the new Dayton
Hamvention® venue at the Greene County Fairgrounds in Xenia, Ohio — both as a vendor and as an
individual radio amateur. DX Engineering recently produced a short video tour of the new Hamvention
location, which includes an interview with Hamvention spokesperson Mike Kalter, W8CI.
“I can tell you that I have been hearing from all over the world a sigh of relief after [people] see the video we
did at the Fairgrounds,” Duffy told ARRL. “The new venue is huge, and it is clean — it will be perfect for
Hamvention.” Duffy said he likes the Greene County Fairgrounds so much that he thinks that Hamvention will
be even better at its new site than it had been for the past 10 years or so at Hara Arena in Trotwood, Ohio.
Duffy, who is also ARRL Western Pennsylvania Section Manager, encouraged the Amateur Radio community
to support and encourage Hamvention’s sponsor — the Dayton Amateur Radio Association (DARA) as it
makes the myriad arrangements for the big show. “This is a very tough job for an all-volunteer staff,” he added.
In the approximately 8-minute video, Kalter, who is DARA’s treasurer, said he was happy that Duffy, as a
Hamvention vendor, could see the new venue firsthand. “We consider this a collaboration,” Kalter told Duffy.
“We want everybody to be happy.”
For his part, Duffy was enthusiastic about the size of the new site. “This place is so big!” he said. The
Fairgrounds covers more than 100 acres, and Duffy said he checked out every building. He told Kalter that he
was impressed to see DARA volunteers showing up at the new Hamvention site every day as they prepare for
their Xenia debut in 2017.
“What I saw here today — I think you’re well on your way,” Duffy told Kalter. “Things are on the right
track.”Kalter expressed the hope that DARA will be able to take Hamvention to “a whole new level” at its new
location.

ARRL Central Division Director Dick Isely, W9GIG, Steps Down
Saying it was time that the ARRL Central Division had younger leadership, Central Division Director Dick Isely,
W9GIG, of Saint Charles, Illinois, has resigned from the League’s Board of Directors. He has been succeeded
by Vice Director Kermit Carlson, W9XA, of Batavia, Illinois.
“I’m 77 years old, and I still have pretty good health, despite my slow recovery from a shingles attack that hit
me last December,” Isely said in a public announcement. “However, it’s time that you have a younger Central
Division Director.” Isely and Carlson were re-elected last year without opposition, and Isely expressed
confidence that Carlson would “do a better job” in the Director’s chair.
Isely tendered his resignation during the July 2016 ARRL Board of Directors meeting over the weekend in
Windsor, Connecticut, and acting on Carlson’s nomination, Isely’s Board colleagues elected him as an ARRL
Honorary Vice President.“I have thoroughly enjoyed meeting and talking with many of you over these many
years, and, from time to time, there will be future opportunities for this activity,” Isely’s announcement
concluded.
During his time on the Board, Isely served as a member of the ARRL Executive Committee as well as on the
Board’s Administration and Finance and Membership Services committees. He chaired the CEO Search
Committee after former ARRL CEO David Sumner, K1ZZ, announced his retirement in 2015. Isely also has
been among the ARRL Board members to promote the Amateur Radio Parity Act on Capitol Hill.
Isley became the ARRL Central Division Director in 2001, succeeding Ed Metzger, W9PRN, and he was an
ARRL Foundation director from 2007 until his resignation from the Board. He had served as ARRL Foundation
vice president since 2008. ARRL Great Lakes Director Dale Williams, WA8EFK, has been named to replace
Isely on the ARRL Foundation Board.
Isely is a graduate of the University of Missouri and a retired US Navy and American Airlines pilot. He’s an
ARRL and an AMSAT Life Member and has been a radio amateur since 1977. Isely helped organize the
National Frequency Coordinators’ Council and served 4 years as a director.
ARRL President Rick Roderick, K5UR, is expected to soon announce a successor to Carlson to fill the nowvacant Vice Director’s seat. The ARRL Central Division is comprised of Illinois, Indiana, and Wisconsin.

Around the Illinois Section...
SM--Tom Ciciora KA9QPN
It's been a busy summer with stops at Peotone (twice!), Carlinville, Wheaton, Princeton, Quincy, and down the
road from me in Sandwich. Yet to come are Peoria and Belvidere. I've also made club visits to Rockford and
Libertyville, with Elgin to look forward to. And, there's always room for your club or ARES group, or even a
Served Agency if you believe that I can help. I go if I can make it within a reasonable drive, and as you can
see, that covers a lot of ground. I can be contacted via my arrl.org email address.
Finally, last month I characterized our new Division Director, Kermit W9XA as a go-er and do-er. This was
apparent when he stepped in to help find an RF noise source in downtown Evanston north of Chicago. Seems
that the local police were unable to unlock their vehicles due to the noise and called the FCC, who shooed the
PD off to the automaker. In desperation, the police called ARRL HQ and spoke to our lab folks, who enlisted
W9XA to chase down what turned out to be a dirty power supply for a neon sign. Here's the frightening part:
the sign owner agreed to shut down the sign if he was informed of a problem. In the old days, the FCC would
have confiscated the offending power supply as a source of interference. This, my friends, is the shape of
things to come.

2016 Picnic a Success!
The day started out rainy but by the time of the picnic, it was dry but we did have to put up two little
rain showers during the afternoon. The picnic would not have been such a success without the hard
work of John, N9DWE. John was our Master Chief and brought all his grills and other support
equipment. This year he had a crew consisting of Ron WB9JYZ, Jim KB9VR, and Peter KE9YX to
help with the chores. XYLs MJ and Joy helped set out the food and arranging the tables. A BIG
THANKS to all these people for their efforts to make the day great. Thanks also to all those who
attended, brought their XYLs and brought dishes to share. Over twenty attended and everyone
enjoyed the day.

Pictures from the 2016 Picnic

Tuskegee Airman, Congressional Gold Medal Recipient
Julius T. Freeman, KB2OFY, SK
— Thanks to John Bigley, N7UR/Nevada Amateur Radio Newswire
Tuskegee Airman and Congressional Gold Medal recipient Julius T. Freeman, KB2OFY, of Spring Garden,
New York, died on July 22 after suffering a heart attack. He was 89. Originally from Lexington, Kentucky,
Freeman served during World War II as a medic with the famed 332nd Tuskegee Airmen. He was a frequent
speaker at schools and civic organizations. When Freeman returned home after his wartime service, he was
dismayed to find that widespread segregation and the Jim Crow Era persisted. As a personal protest, he
discarded his Army uniform and military memorabilia, not acknowledging his military service again until many
years later.
A few years later, though, he broke back into auto sales, again achieving success. In 1977 he sold more than
$1 million worth of Lincolns. Freeman also became the car salesman to such African-American celebrities as
Sammy Davis Jr, James Brown, Dick Gregory, Joe Louis, and Wilson Pickett. He retired in 2008, although he
appeared in a 2015 commercial for a Long Island Honda dealership.
In 2007 President George W. Bush awarded Freeman and the other "Red Tails" the Congressional Gold
Medal, although Freeman was too ill to attend the ceremony, which honored the estimated 16,000 or more
Tuskegee Airmen. Freeman once again embraced his military past, visiting schools and educating youth about
the role that the Tuskegee Airmen had played. A Technician licensee, Freeman had been an ARRL member in
the 1990s.

Tri-Town Radio Amateur Club Inc.
PO Box 1296
Homewood, IL 60430-0296

First Class Mail

Tri-Town Radio Amateur Club Membership Application
Name ______________________________________ Call _____________________

Address ______________________ License Class ___________ ARRL Member Y / N
City, State _____________________ Zip _____________ Phone _______________
Email Address: _______________________________________________________
____ Regular Membership
____ SWL Membership
____ Extra Family Membership

$
$
$

25.00
25.00
6.00

$ _______ Total Paid by Club Member
For Example: Regular Member, with Family (25+6) = $ 31.00

Dues are Due!
Club dues expire the first of the year so 2016 dues are now due. Your dues pay for the continued
expenses for insurance, repeater operation . Your continued support of the raffles and the
refreshment jar also helps. Dues can be paid at any meeting or sent to the clubs mailing address.
Please include a membership form so we can keep the Club’s roster up to date.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tritownrac
Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

