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Upcoming Meetings & Events

September Friday, September 16, 2016. A general meeting will be held at the Hazel Crest
Village Hall starting at 7:30 PM. The program for the evening will be a presentation on Class B amplifiers by
Mike Kiley, WA9ZPM. Refreshments and raffle will be available. Start the fall season on the right foot by
attending the meeting and bring a friend.

October Friday, October 21, 2016. A general meeting will be held at the Hazel Crest Village
Hall starting at 7:30 PM. The program for the evening will be by Matt Schumann, N9OTL on his travels around
the world. We all know the game "Where's Waldo?" well, this will answer the question "Where's Matt?"
Refreshments and raffle will be available. Plan to attend and bring a friend.

From The President's Shack
From Todd, KA9IUC.

Summer is over and looking forward to the Fall season. The summer went great except for the heat. The
Club's summer activities Driving the Dixie, Field Day and Picnic all were great due to the participation of
members to make these events a success. Now is the time to make that to do list for all things that need to get
done before Winter. | have a small antenna project going on at the QTH that | need to get done. There is also
an antenna project that needs to be addressed at the Bunker. The support ropes for the 160M dipole need to
be replaced. One failed two years ago and was repaired. Replacing the others may keep us ahead of future
failures. The new rope is on hand so all we need is the man power.

Remember: Check into the Sunday and Wednesday night nets to get the latest Club info. Both nets meet at 8
PM, local time, on the Club repeater, WDI9HSY, 146.805 Mhz. Also please update the Club with any email
address changes.

From the Treasurer-
Trish N9YDG

Thank you to all for the get well card- sorry | missed the picnic. To catch up everyone else- | had my
appendix removed on August 20th- | was very fortunate that it did not perforate so no infection
thankfully. Recovery is going well- moving around and taking an easy for the most part. Will see you
in September.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tritownrac
Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG
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Officers, Board Members, & Committee Heads for 2016:

Todd Schumann, KASIUC  President 708.423.7066 tschum3063@aol.com
Matt Schumann, N9OTL VP, Chair. of Board 708.423.7066 mattschumann@yahoo.com
Trish Jaggard, NOWDG Treasurer 708.957.1973 the_jaggards@sbcglobal.net
Jim Everand, WD9GXU Secretary 708.748.6798 None @ No | 6 donot
Mac Kirkpatrick, WA9CYL  Board Member 708 341-8900 wa9cyl@comcast.net
Pete Schaper KE9YX Board Member 708.481.4273 p.k.schaper@sbcglobal.net
Bruce Haffner, WD9GHK WOVT Trustee, Dir 708.614.6134 WD9GHK@comcast.net
Tom Gunderson, WOSRV ~ Webmaster, WOVT  815.466-0245 webmaster@w9vt.org
Brian J. Bedoe, WD9HSY  Repeater Trustee,  815.469.1383 Bbedoe@aol.com
Oscillator Editor, Dir.
Members of the Tri-Town Radio Club Inc. publish the Oscillator 6 times a year. Opinions expressed are not
necessarily those of the Officers or members of the Tri-Town RAC, but of the contributors. All articles may be
reprinted as long as full credit is given. Other publications are asked to reciprocate their newsletter. Some
Articles printed here are from AMSAT, ARRL Letter, TAPR, World Radio, QRZ.COM, Eham, and Other
Amateur Radio Publications.
Club Meetings & Nets
Club meetings are the 3rd Friday of each month at the Village of Hazel Crest Village Hall, 170th and Holmes.
Al | are welcome and refreshments wild.l serve. Dondt f

Club Hangouts:

The Clubdéds Repeater 146.805 WDO9HSY/R & 146.49 Simple
442.375 Homewo o d , 441. 300 Grant Par k WA9WLN/ R, iwal dof ar o
443.325 Frankfort WD9HSY/R & 147.165 Kankakee Co. WD9HSY/R

Al | UHF6s use a 114.8 PL & All VHFO6s use a 107.2 PL
Club Nets

2 Mt r FM 49 WednesdayN&Q0PMLocal, The Cl ubds Re p6Oktl®t2PL46. 80
2 Mitr FM Preparedness Net Sundays, 8:00 PM local, The Clubds Rep6tdekel®tr2PL46. 80
10 Mtr SSB Net Thursdays, 8:00 PM Local, 28.490 SSB USB.

40 Mtr Tri-Town Alumni Net Weekdays, 2200 UTC 7.285 SSB LSB

80 Mtr SSB Net Saturdays, 9am local 3.860 SSB LSB

Hamfests in the Area

09/17/2016  Peoria Superfest Peoria, IL http://www.w9uvi.org

09/24/2016 RADIO EXPO Belvidere, IL http://chicagofmclub.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tritownrac
Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG
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Tri-Town's Tentative 2016 Calendar

September  General meeting September 16th at the Hazel Crest Village Hall.
September  S.S. Badger Ham Cruise September 24th. Contact Pete NOOWQ for info.

October General meeting October 21st at the Hazel Crest Village Hall.

November General meeting November 18th, Nominations of Officers, White Elephant Sale,
and Show and Tell, 7:30 PM at the Bunker.

December General meeting and Christmas Party December 10th.

Board of Directors Meetings - Second Monday of the Month, 7:30 PM at the Bunker.
Members always welcome.

Tri-Town Net Controllers

At present, the Club has three net controllers: Peter KEQYX, Bruce WD9GHK and Todd KA9IUC. August was a
vacation month for two of the controllers and it was believed that a plan was in place to cover nets during away
times. Murphy stepped in and caused a scramble to cover one of the nets. Thanks to Jim, KBOVR for filling in.
It would be great to have a permanent sub who could fill in when needed or a fourth controller to share the
load. If you would be interested in becoming a net controller, please see any officer or board member.

For Sale: Huslter G7-144

Some say this is the Best 2mtr Antenna made!
Only a few months in the air before storage!
EMAIL Ron WB9JYZ wh9jyz@comcast.net
$100.00 (pickup fully assembled in Homewood)

Ham Radio Outlet Refurbishes, Reopens Former AES Milwaukee

Ham Radio Outlet (HRO) opened its latest Amateur Radio retail outlet at the site of the former Amateur
Electronic Supply (AES) headquarters store at 5710 West Good Hope Road in Milwaukee on August 27. AES
closed its Milwaukee, Las Vegas, Cleveland, and Orlando outlets on July 28, following a surprise
announcement 4 weeks earlier that it was going out of business after 59 years as a ham radio equipment
supplier. A couple of weeks later, HRO announced plans to make over the Milwaukee outlet and reopen it as

its fAsuperosmt oHRGO s | argest . Sever al former AES Mil wal
which undertook a rapid remodeling project to make the store over in its own brand. Dan Vanevenhoven,
NILVS, visited the HRO Milwaukee location on opening day, camera in hand, and he posted video of his brief

tour on YouTube.

ifOne of the first things that caught my eye was t hi
ifiTheydve actually got radios that you can try out. o
ready to use, stretches along part of one wall in the store.The Milwaukee store in 5000 square feet of Amateur

Radio equipment, antennas, books, and accessories.

Afamily-owned busi ness, HRO is the worl dos | argest Amat e

England to the West Coast. It opened a new outlet in Plano, Texas, in early 2015 and relocated and expanded
its Portland, Oregon, store, which opened in late July.

HRO has planned the weekends of September 10, 17, 24 and October 1 for the grand opening of its Portland
store, and October 1, 8, 15, and 22 for the grand opening of the new Milwaukee outlet.


mailto:wb9jyz@comcast.net
http://www.hamradio.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_jrjyVV2MMg

White House Creates New National Park Service Unit (MN84)

The National Park Service received a centennial gift from the White House on August 24, when President
Barack Obama created the Katahdin Woods and Waters National Monument in Northern Maine. The 413th

official unit of the National Park Service, the new national monument will be known to National Parks on the Air
(NPOTA) participants as MN84. The Katahdin Woods and Waters National Monument was created from land
donated to the federal gover nment this week by phil
Plantation Inc. The grant was facilitated by the National Park Foundation as part of its Centennial Campaign for
Americabdés National Par ks.

AiThe new national monument wi || protect approxi mat el
the Penobscot River and a portion of the Maine Woods that is rich in biodiversity and known for its outstanding
opportunities to hike, canoe, hunt, fish, showmobile, snowshoe, and cross-c ount ry ski , 0 the V

in announcing the designation.

Accompanying the land donation, valued at approximately $100 million was $20 million to supplement federal
funding for initial park operational needs and infrastructure development at the new monument, plus a pledge
of another $20 million in future philanthropic support.

The new national monumentis situat ed i n northern Penobscot County anit
Par k, which includes the statebs highest peak, Mount
farther south on its coast 8 Acadia National Park, mostly located on Mount Desert Island near Bar Harbor.

Fox-1E (RadFxSat-2) Launch Scheduled for December 2017

d Thanks to AMSAT News Service

AMSAT has learned that the launch of RadFxSat-2/Fox-1E is set for December 2017. Going into space under

the NASA Educational Launch of Nanosatelltes (ELaNa) program, RadFxSat-2/Fox-1E is a partnership
opportunity between Vanderbilt Univer si tlISD&)sandlAMSAT.iltt ut
is similar to RadFxSat/Fox-1B, which could launch in the next several months, and both RadFxSat CubeSats

will carry radiation effects experiments.

The Fox-1E spacecraft bus will be built as part of the Fox-1 series but will feature a linear V/U (Mode J)
transponder, instead of the standard FM repeater installed on Fox-1A through Fox-1D.

Twelve CubeSats constructed both by NASA and by several universities will be carried into space from
Moj ave, California by US Virgi-toordiaystenct i cds Launcher Ol

Fox-1E will be the fifth in the Fox series that AMSAT has built. Fox-1A, now AO-85, was launched in October
2015 and remains fully operational, providing science data from its onboard experiments and FM transponder
service for the amateur radio community.

Fox-1Cliff and Fox-1D are scheduled for launch this fall.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tritownrac
Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG
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3 Companies Plead Guilty for Fixing Prices
of Electrolytic Capacitors

The US Department of Justice announced this week that three companies have agreed to plead guilty for their
roles in a conspiracy to fix prices for electrolytic capacitors sold to customers in the US and elsewhere. The
companies are Rubycon Corporation, Elna Co Ltd, and Holy Stone Holdings Co Ltd.

AiThe Antitrust Division has now charged five compan
international price-f i X i ng conspiracy, o Deputy Assistant At tor
Department 8ds Ant i tr uAugust23 Justicei Departmens aewsl release. am The el ec
capacitors conspiracy affected millions of American consumers who use electronic devices containing
capacitors every day. o

The division filed one-count felony charges against each of the three companies in US District Court in San
Francisco. In addition to pleading guilty to the charges against them, each company has agreed to pay a
criminal fine and to cooperate with the Divisionodos ¢
court approval.

NEC TOKIN Corp and Hitachi Chemical Co Ltd already pleaded guilty earlier to participating in the same
worldwide conspiracy. NEC TOKIN was sentenced to pay a $13.8 million fine in January, while a $3.8 million
fine was levied on Hitachi Chemical in June. In March of 2015, a grand jury indicted Takuro Isawa, a former
Global Sales general manager for one of the capacitor manufacturers, for his alleged participation in the
conspiracy.

This weekds charges resulted from an ongoing federal
Of fice and the FBI &s San Franci sco Fi e ladtico@getitivecanductnt o
in the capacitor industry. Anyone with information on price fixing, bid rigging or other anticompetitive conduct
related to the capacitors indust CiyizersCompldind Centerntel §888) t h
647-3258, or or call the FBI tip line, (415) 553-7400.

The Justice Department released court documents on Elna, Holy Stone, and Rubycon.

FEMA Teaming with Amateur Radio Clubs to Present
Preparedness Information

September is National Preparedness Month. As part of its focus on community education and preparation,
FEMAof fers a AFamily Emergency Communications Pl anbo
strategies in the event of an emergency. ARRL is partnering with FEMA to offer this material to interested
Amateur Radio clubs that are willing to present it in their localities during National Preparedness Month. While
the FEMA presentation focuses on t he dpecifiicaly yentdo amu n i
radio, the material offers Amateur Radio clubs a great opportunity to raise their visibility in their communities.

A webinar with FEMA Region 1 Preparedness Liaison Sara Varela will take place on Tuesday, August 23, at 8
PM EDT (Wednesday, August 24, at 0000 UTC), to offer background and training for any club wishing to
present FEMAG6s Family Emergency Communications Pl an

Registration is requested. The presentation of the FEMA material to local communities should take
approximately 1 hour. It will include a PowerPoint presentation and links to worksheets that families can
discuss and fill out together.Clubs are free to offer additional presentations on their activities following
presentation of the FEMA material.


https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/three-companies-agree-plead-guilty-fixing-prices-electrolytic-capacitors
http://www.justice.gov/atr/contact/newcase.html
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HAARP Facility to Reopen in 2017 under New Ownership

Let the conspiracy t heo-reqency Active lIAmedl ReAdarahsPrograns (HARRR) h
facility will reopen in 2017. The sprawling facility now is under the ownership of the University of Alaska
Fairbanks (UAF), and the UAF Geophysical Institute is preparing HAARP for a new sponsored research
campaign thatoés set to begin eardenyKLIWXxdd ARRLar |, UAF Re:

AThis involves, for exampl e, reinstalling etefmumly 868 muum
total 0 t hat were removed by the US Air Force [the faci
facilityaibdFaHéehater cl-laliffied that 380j uabesosneequir
transmitters. AFor the first campaign we wil/| only b
the tubes installedpaghprecepssai naad. wéal h@aveal l mited

transmitter shelters have been unheated since the p
generators 8 approximately 3 MW each & have recently been tested individually and are verified oper at i o

Fallen said the HAARP ionosonde (DPS4D fADigisondeo) \
need to be repaired or replaced, 06 he said. Those v
instruments will be brought back. Theflux-gat e magnet ometer is operational a

Fallen said other researchers are planning to instal
models for increasing Amateur Radio involvement with HAARP, which, in addition to announcing operating
schedules, can potentially include hosting one or mot

UAF describes HAARP as it h-@owesrochigh-fleguencyrransniitterdoa stuaibdf the h i ¢
i 0n os pBudtinghreé phases, starting in the early 1990s and continuing through 2007, at a cost of some

$300 million, HAARP over the years has inspired a wide range of conspiracy theories that became grist for

late-n i g ht radio talk shows. Some h awand 80-are argedna farimadt H A
capable of generating up to 5 GW ERP & have been used to control the weather, while others have argued

that HAARP has caused earthquakes.

The FCC recently granted two Part 5 Experimental Service licenses for HAARP ionosphericr e sear ch fa
mul tiple bands. o6 WI2XFX wild cover experiment s28%0n di
3155-3400; 4438-4650; 4750-4995; 5005-5450; 5730-5950, and 7300-8100 kHz. A second Experimental
license, WI2XDV, covers ionopheric research between 1 and 40 MHz.

UAF is hosting an open house at HAARP, located near Gakona, Alaska, on August 27. The event will feature
facility tours, a mobile planetarium, a permafrost exhibit, science demonstrations and talks, and barbecue.

Fallen will deliver a free science lecture on Friday, August 26, at the Wrangell-St Elias National Park Visitor
Center Audi tori um, fiRadi o Modification of the | onos|
partnership with the Wrangell Institute for Science and the Environment (WISE)

HAARP is aimed at studying the properties and behavior of the ionosphere. Operation of the research facility
was transferred from the US Air Force to the University of Alaska Fairbanks last August, allowing HAARP to
continue exploring ionospheric phenomena via a land-use cooperative research and development agreement.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tritownrac
Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG
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Free of HAARP, US Air Force Still Wants to Tinker with the lonosphere

A lot of radio amateurs bemoaning the recent spate of poor HF conditions would love to have a way to improve
propagation 8 perhaps without even having to rely on the whims of the Sun. The US Department of Defense

is thinking along the same lines. An August 9 article in New Scientist reports that the US Air Force is exploring

a plan to bombard Earthés upper atmosphere withNawoni :
Scientist article by David Hambling, the Air Force hopes to improve long-distance radio communication by
Afdetonating plasma bombsd in the upper atmosphere, e
and university researchers to figure out how to make this a reality.

The US Air Force is no stranger to ionospheric tinkering, having just last year transferred the High Frequency
Active Auroral Research Project (HAARP) facility to the University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF), which hopes to
restartitnext year . H-pové&t RB im thes high-requency spectrum has been used stimulate the
ionosphere and create a plasma cloud that could support HF radio propagation; it also has been used to study
how the ionosphere functions.

The trick with using CubeSats to disperse ionizing gas above Earth is coming up with a plasma generator small
enough to fit within a CubeSat and controlling how the plasma will disperse. New Scientist said General
Sciences of Souderton, Pennsylvania, and Enig Associates of Bethesda, Maryland, are working with scientists
at Drexel University and at the University of Maryland, respectively, on separate methods to produce plasma.

An August 9 article in Philly Voice by Michael Tannenbaum said the nearly $150,000 contract with General
Sciences and Drexel University proposes to develop e
highly exothermic condensed phase reactions yielding temperatures considerably higher than the boiling points

of candidate metal elements with residual energy to maximize their vapor yield and, with high probability to

enter associative ionization (chemi-i oni zat i on) reactions with afAbstastphe
explains. The Abstract says researchers also will explore hardware development for controlled-release options.

The benefit, according to the Abstract? A New ways of communication will b €
of Defense] with significant benefits to the defense

For its part, Enig Associates has announced that its collaboration with the University of Maryland will lead to
fan i nnovat i v etrica apbroachp usiad in-hedse designed explosive-driven flux compression
generators to convert explosive chemical energy into electromagnetic energy with very high current output and
superb energy conversion efficiemgay.fitanThentrgs ad redh g
whose form factor fits inside anairl aunched vehicle or sounding rocket. 0

The New Scientist article said the better approach will be selected for a second phase, which will involve
testing plasma generators in vacuum chambers and exploratory space flights.

Amateur Radio Plays Critical Role in Mountain Rescue

Glenn Fowler, N5TDJ, of Allen, Texas, reported Facebook that Amateur Radio served him well on August 4.

ifWe were o
his post.

n a treacherous Jeietph tgawerugpl adt radbroute e&Bs Oil
ROne person there from Texas had a heart at
"| tried a few repeaters and the National Simplex Frequency and was amazed that no one was monitoring any

of them. | kept trying and finally reached an ARES station on a Breckenridge linked repeater that took our GPS
coordinates and di spatched an ambul ance to meet wus at
Fowler reports the individual who sufferedtheh ear t attack was hospitalized, 0
|l i fesaving help from paramedics a | ot sooner, due to
Radio Club.
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New Hamvention Venue: AYou Wil |
Chairman Assures

Dayton HamventionE i s moving on after 52 years at Hara Aren:
venue in Xenia, Ohio, now are in full swing, two Hamvention officials explained this week on the Amateur

Radio Roundtable webcast hosted by Tom Medlin, W5KUB. Hamvention announced on August 1 that it would
relocate to the Greene County Fairgounds, after Hara Arena made it known
end. Hamvention 2017 General Chair Ron Cramer, KD8ENJ, and official spokesperson Mike Kalter, W8CI,
fielded questions from Medlin and callers during the hour-long August 9 show. Cramer said some members of

t he Amateur Radi o community entertain preconceived n
he and Kalter wanted to set the record straight.

AfiChange is hard for everyone, buts,l0 tCriannke rt hsiasi di.s fiay
i mpressed. 0 Kalter echoed the senti ment. iWwWe want to
therebébs been -guéosi md, skectondhat fia | ot-longfsearchviedl torthed i n

selection of Greene County Fairgrounds.

Kalter assured those planning to attend Hamvention that Fairgrounds buildings 8 particularly those used for
showing livestock during the county fair 8 ar e fabsolutely c¢cleand and well
map). He and Cramer expressed confidence that everyone will find plenty of available parking and room for all
traditional Hamvention activities 8 more than may be evident at first glance. Vendors who have already visited

the new site to get the lay of thelandwe nt away fAexcited, 06 they said.

At this point, no hard-and-fast decisions have been made as to how Hamvention will put the available buildings

and space to use next spring, but Cramer and Kalter said the Fairgrounds staff has been especially helpful.
Aweé all wor king together now to make this happen, o
to questions and suggestions.

Cramer took time to quash one misconception about Ha
sai d, fiti@ning was pemned used there. The doors were open, and they did not want to turn on the air
conditioning unless the doors were cl osedo aSaastinthe d on
|l ast 10 years. o

Some air conditioned space already available at the new venue may be suitable for such activities as forums,
and the Fairgrounds is looking to upgrade existing ventilation systemsinnon-ai r condi ti oned bu
|l ooking at the possibility ofatasad conditioned O6chal et

The prime area under consideration for the popular outdoor flea market is inside the racetrack oval, they said,

and additional adjacent space is availabl e, i f itds 1
The venue wil/| have wireless | nt er aefthe eqgoipment eaugact Harafi We &
and we think it wildl do a good job there, o0 Cramer s,
upgrading the I nternet Apiped to the venue.

As for the admission price, AWebfiwe shavé mwotr kinade oa
|l eave it at the same price or slightly more than th
advance and $25 at the gate for all 3 days.

Cramer and Kalter said Hamvention anticipates being ready to start selling tickets and vendor spaces by
November & and perhaps earlier.Kalter stressed that the sponsoring Dayton Amateur Radio Association
(DARA) puts fAan awful | ot back into hamghHanentmn.i n donat

ifiWe need your help. We need your support, o Kalter s
make it happen, with everybodyds hel p.


http://www.hamvention.org/
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The New Facilities for Hamvention in Xenia, Ohio (abt 20-25 miles SE of Hara).

i ngbs Tim Duffy, K3LR

DX Engineer
t f or Hamventi ono

nNPerfec

DX Engineering Chi e f Operating Officer Tim Duffy, K3LR, s a
Hamvention® venue at the Greene County Fairgrounds in Xenia, Ohio 8 both as a vendor and as an
individual radio amateur. DX Engineering recently produced a short video tour of the new Hamvention
location, which includes an interview with Hamvention spokesperson Mike Kalter, W8CI.

il can tell you that | have been hearing from al/l oV
did at the Fairgrounds, o0 Duffy tol d eARRIL will b pdrfect far e w
Hamvention. 6 Duffy said he |ikes the Greene County F

be even better at its new site than it had been for the past 10 years or so at Hara Arena in Trotwood, Ohio.

Duffy, who is also ARRL Western Pennsylvania Section Manager, encouraged the Amateur Radio community
to support and encour age theHayton &mateuroRadosAssecatmm DHRA) as it

makes the myriad arrangements forthebi g s how. AThi s i s avovleunyt eteoru gsht g fofb
In the approximately 8mi nut e vi deo, Kal ter, who is DARAOGs treas
Hamvention vendor, could see the newl vemaratfiions,td aka

AWe want everybody to be happy. o

For his part, Duf fy was enthusiastic adodutg! ©Dhe esisad
Fairgrounds covers more than 100 acres, and Duffy said he checked out every building. He told Kalter that he

was impressed to see DARA volunteers showing up at the new Hamvention site every day as they prepare for

their Xenia debut in 2017.

re well on your way, gightDuf {

i Wh at [ sawodhlertehitnkd ayoub
the hope that DARA will be a

track. oKalter expressed
location.
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ARRL Central Division Director Dick Isely, W9GIG, Steps Down

Saying it was time that the ARRL Central Division had younger leadership, Central Division Director Dick Isely,

W9 GI G, of Saint Charl es, l' 1l inoi s, has resigned from

by Vice Director Kermit Carlson, W9XA, of Batavia, Illinois.

Al édm 77 years ol d, oedrheblth) despite my dlow reeoveey frggr aeshirtglgs attpck that hit

me | ast December, o6 I sely said in a public announceme
Di vision Director. o | elected last year witheur dpgosition, and dsely expeessed
confidence that Carlson would fido a better jobo in

Isely tendered his resignation during the July 2016 ARRL Board of Directors meeting over the weekend in

f

Wi ndsor , Connecticut, andomrmctl gl yhs CBhodrsdndal| In@ang me
Honorary Vice President. il have thoroughly enjoyed n
year s, and, from ti me to ti me, t her e wi || b eceménut ur
concluded.

During his time on the Board, Isely served as a member of the ARRL Executive Committee as well as on the

Boarddés Administration and Fi nance Hea rhhiredvitbem®E® rSgdnch p

Committee after former ARRL CEO David Sumner, K1ZZ, announced his retirement in 2015. Isely also has
been among the ARRL Board members to promote the Amateur Radio Parity Act on Capitol Hill.

Isley became the ARRL Central Division Director in 2001, succeeding Ed Metzger, W9PRN, and he was an
ARRL Foundation director from 2007 until his resignation from the Board. He had served as ARRL Foundation
vice president since 2008. ARRL Great Lakes Director Dale Williams, WABEFK, has been named to replace
Isely on the ARRL Foundation Board.

Iselyisagraduate of the University of Mi ssour i and a
ARRL and an AMSAT Life Member and has been a radio amateur since 1977. Isely helped organize the

r

National Frequency Coordinat eadirédctorCouncil and served

ARRL President Rick Roderick, K5UR, is expected to soon announce a successor to Carlson to fill the now-

S

e

£

vacant Vice Directorods seat. The ARRL Centr al Di vi si ¢

Around the lllinois Section...
SM--Tom Ciciora KA9QPN

It's been a busy summer with stops at Peotone (twice!), Carlinville, Wheaton, Princeton, Quincy, and down the
road from me in Sandwich. Yet to come are Peoria and Belvidere. I've also made club visits to Rockford and
Libertyville, with Elgin to look forward to. And, there's always room for your club or ARES group, or even a
Served Agency if you believe that | can help. | go if I can make it within a reasonable drive, and as you can
see, that covers a lot of ground. | can be contacted via my arrl.org email address.

Finally, last month | characterized our new Division Director, Kermit W9XA as a go-er and do-er. This was
apparent when he stepped in to help find an RF noise source in downtown Evanston north of Chicago. Seems
that the local police were unable to unlock their vehicles due to the noise and called the FCC, who shooed the
PD off to the automaker. In desperation, the police called ARRL HQ and spoke to our lab folks, who enlisted
WOIXA to chase down what turned out to be a dirty power supply for a neon sign. Here's the frightening part:
the sign owner agreed to shut down the sign if he was informed of a problem. In the old days, the FCC would
have confiscated the offending power supply as a source of interference. This, my friends, is the shape of
things to come.



http://www.arrl.org/news/amateur-radio-sleuthing-pins-down-source-of-strange-rf-interference

2016 Picnic a Success!

The day started out rainy but by the time of the picnic, it was dry but we did have to put up two little
rain showers during the afternoon. The picnic would not have been such a success without the hard
work of John, N9DWE. John was our Master Chief and brought all his grills and other support
equipment. This year he had a crew consisting of Ron WB9JYZ, Jim KB9VR, and Peter KE9YX to
help with the chores. XYLs MJ and Joy helped set out the food and arranging the tables. A BIG
THANKS to all these people for their efforts to make the day great. Thanks also to all those who
attended, brought their XYLs and brought dishes to share. Over twenty attended and everyone
enjoyed the day.

Pictures from the 2016 Picnic










