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Tri-Town Meeting and Program Information

Jim, KB9VR
Tri-Town September 20 Meeting and Program on Fox Hunting
This meeting will be held at the Hazel Crest Village Hall at 8 PM. There will be a business meeting,
refreshments, raffles, and Jim, KB9VR, will present a program on Fox Hunting. Please be sure to
attend and bring a friend.

Real Interference – A Fox Hunting Road Trip!
By John N9DWE
A couple of months ago, Jim (KB9VR) and myself had noticed some interference on one of our local chit chat
frequencies on 2 Mtr simplex. On my mobile radio it was coming in about 20 over 9 in Monee, so I headed east
toward Crete, signal got lower, okay now I headed south toward Peotone and again signal was much lower. So
now, I was thinking, (I know that THINKING is dangerous for me) that it must either be North or West of
Monee. So I went over to Jim's (KB9VR) and told what I found out so far. So he put together his 5 element yagi
to his van along with the rest of the equipment, we were now on a mission. I want to mention that Jim and a
few others had been participating in Fox hunting at the KARS (Kankakee Amateur Radio society) from time to
time.
Second thing I wanted to mention is, that this interference happens only once a minute, a burst of data lasting
about 3 seconds. We pulled into the bank parking lot, and the signal was coming from the Northwest, so we
followed the path and low and behold It pointed us to the dish earth station, well when we pulled straight east
of the earth station, uh-oh, where did the signal go? So pointed the antenna Northwest again, there is the
signal. So to we went on to find the interference in a Commonwealth Edison Substation, it appeared the signal
was coming from a Microwave Tower on their property. Jim (KB9VR), opened a trouble ticket with
Commonwealth Edison and with in 2 days, the interference was gone.
Now it would have been nice, if they would have called back and thanked Jim (KB9VR), but no they did not.
The good news is no more interference. So it can be done and it was actually fun.
.

Special Raffle
The Club is holding a special raffle for a Baofeng ultra-compact dual band transceiver with wide band coverage Model
UV-5RA. The unit comes complete with charger stand, computer programming cable and antenna adapter. Tickets for the
raffle will be sold at all Tri-Town meetings with the winning ticket being pulled at the December 2013 meeting. Tickets sell
for $2 each or three for $5.
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Officers, Board Members, & Committee Heads for 2013:
Scott Heath, KC9TGG
Matt Schumann N9OTL
Jim Everand WD9GXU
Trish Jaggard N9WDG
Todd Schumann KA9IUC
Tom Gunderson W9SRV
Bruce Haffner WD9GHK
Brian J. Bedoe WD9HSY

President
VP, Chair. of Board
Secretary
Treasurer
Director
Webmaster, W9VT
W9VT Trustee, Dir
Repeater Trustee,
Oscillator Editor, Dir.

708.481-4882
708.423.7066
708.748.6798
708.957.1973
708.423.7066
815.466-0245
708.614.6134
815.469.1383

whammybar1@wowway.com

mattschumann@yahoo.com
None @ No I’ dont have one
the_jaggards@sbcglobal.net
tschum3063@aol.com
webmaster@w9vt.org
WD9GHK@comcast.net
Bbedoe@aol.com

Members of the Tri-Town Radio Club Inc. publish the Oscillator 6 times a year. Opinions expressed are not
necessarily those of the Officers or members of the Tri-Town RAC, but of the contributors. All articles may be
reprinted as long as full credit is given. Other publications are asked to reciprocate their newsletter. Some
Articles printed here are from AMSAT, ARRL Letter, TAPR, World Radio, QRZ.COM, Eham, and Other
Amateur Radio Publications.

Club Meetings & Nets
Club meetings are the 3rd Friday of each month at the Village of Hazel Crest Village Hall, 170th and
Holmes. All are welcome and refreshments will serve. Don’t forget to bring a Friend.

Official Club 2 Mtr hangouts:
146.49 Simplex, & The Club’s Repeater 146.805 WD9HSY/R

Unofficial Club Hang Outs:
442.375 Homewood, 441.300 Grant Park WA9WLN/R, “Waldofar”
443.325 Frankfort WD9HSY/R & 147.165 Kankakee Co. WD9HSY/R
All UHF’s use a 114.8 PL & All VHF’s use a 107.2 PL

Club Nets
2 Mtr FM 49’ers Net
10 Mtr SSB Net
2 Mtr FM Weather Net
Tri-Town Alumni Net

Wed, 8:00 PM Local, on The Club’s Repeater 146.805 -600kc 107.2 PL
Thursdays, 8:00 PM Local, 28.490.
Sundays, 8:00 PM local, on The Club’s Repeater 146.805 -600kc 107.2 PL
Monday through Friday, 2200 UTC on 7.285 MHz SSB

Hamfests in the Area
SEPT 20-21 NIDXA
20-22 Peoria AR Club
OCT

None Locally

NOV

16-17 ACARTS

Elk Grove Village
Peoria

www.w9dxcc.com
www.w9uvi.org

Fort Wayne

http://www.acarts.com/hfmain.htm

Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

N9DWE and his “Oh Fudge” moment!
John N9DWE
Anyway we finally had some storms the other week, so I unplugged all the antennas and radios, just in case.
The next day I plugged everything back in and I operate a crossband arrangement. It is getting harder and
harder going up and down those stairs. So Randy was coming in real weak (kb9lil), did not think too much of it
since he was mobile. So later that evening Randy said " I can barely hear you, are you sure your crossband
was hooked up correctly" I assured him it was, Jim (kb9vr) was hearing me good. The wife was listening to this
conversation at this time. So I thought about it and decided to check it anyway. I had talked to Jim earlier and
he was on the Kankakee - Will county line coming back to Monee. He sounded good. Well, I checked and "Oh
Fudge", I made a boo-boo. I had hooked up the 2 meter side to a horizontal polarized yagi pointing south.
Randy lives North of me. Well I got it hooked back to a G7 Hustler and lo and behold it was magic, so
remember I said the wife was listening earlier. She told me to fess up, before Randy had his radio boxed up
and sent out for repair, because it was my fault.
Now for anyone interested DB stuff, here is the low down. The 2 meter yagi has a front to back ratio of 24 DB,
remember Randy lives north of me, now it was very fed by horizontal element which compared to Randy'
vertical was at least another 20 DB down. Add the 2 and you get 44 db down. So let's make it easy, if I was
cranking out 10,000 watts at my place, because of the oops configuration at my QTH, Randy would be seeing
about 1/4 of a watt. I only run 50 watts, so you can see why Randy could not hear me. Sorry, about that Randy.
The real bad part was the cables were labeled another oops. Oh well.

Another CB Retailer Comes Under FCC Scrutiny
For the second time this month the FCC has cited a retailer — Radio Master, a CB shop catering to truckers —
for illegally marketing unauthorized RF devices. According to a Citation and Order released August 20, FCC
agents from its Dallas office in February inspected the Radio Master shop at a truck stop in Rockwall, Texas,
where they observed a used Palomar 250 RF amplifier offered for sale.
“The unit did not have an FCC identification number to confirm that the model had been granted an FCC
certification,” the Citation said, noting that under its Part 2 rules, external RF power amplifiers capable of
operating below 144 MHz “may not be offered for sale unless they have first been authorized in accordance
with the Commission’s certification procedures.” Radio Master website says the shop carries “a variety of 10
meter & citizen band radios.” In addition to its website Radio Master operates another bricks-and-mortar shop
at a truck stop in Weatherford, Texas, the FCC said.
The Commission cautioned Radio Master that, pursuant to its Part 15 rules, “intentional radiators” such as CB
transmitters may not be marketed in the US or its territories “unless they have first been authorized in
accordance with the Commission’s certification procedures. In addition, the FCC pointed out, its Part 95 rules
procribe making “any internal modification to a certificated CB transmitter.”
The FCC ordered Radio Master to immediately remove all unauthorized RF devices from display — including
online display — and to cease marketing such devices in the US, or face possible fines and seizure of
equipment.
The Commission directed Radio Master to provide certain information to it within 30 days of the Citation’s
release, regarding the online store of Radio Master. “A failure to respond in writing, or an inadequate,
incomplete, or misleading response, may subject Radio Master to additional sanctions,” the FCC said.
On August 15 the FCC issued a Citation and Order to DNJ Radio of Fremont, California, for violating its rules
by marketing non-certified amplifiers and kits via its Internet website. In June, the FCC issued a Citation and
Order to a Nebraska-based online retailer for illegally marketing unauthorized RF devices — including 10 and
12 meter amplifiers capable of putting out up to 8200 W.

Scouting's Jamboree On The Air
The 56th Boy Scout Jamboree On The Air is October 19-20, 2012. The official hours are from Saturday at 00:00 hours
local time to Sunday 24:00 hours local. The purpose of JOTA is to expose scouts to amateur radio and to link scouts
locally and around the world by amateur radio. All modes can be used but AM, FM, PSK and SSB are the most popular.
Suggested SSB frequencies are:
80M
40M
20M
17M
15M
12M
10M
6M

3.920-3.940 MHz
7.180-7.200 MHz
14.270-14.290 MHz
18.140-18.150 MHz
21.360-21.400 MHz
24.960-24.960 MHz
28.350-28.400 MHz
50.160-50.200 MHz

& 7.270-7.290 MHz
& 14.320-14.340 MHz

Please contact a club officer if you know of any scouts who would like to participate in JOTA and the bunker and staff will
be available for the event. Additional information on JOTA can be found on ARRL and BSA web sites.

Ham Radio Community Invited to Say “HI” to Juno Spacecraft
John Andrews, ACØXY (ARRL)
NASA’s Juno spacecraft will fly past Earth on October 9 to receive a gravity assist, putting it on course for Jupiter. To
celebrate, the Juno mission is inviting Amateur Radio operators around the world to say “HI” to Juno in a coordinated
Morse code message. If enough operators participate, Juno’s “Waves” radio and plasma wave experiment should be able
to detect the message. The Say “HI” to Juno web page will be updated with additional information as the event
approaches. All transmissions will take place on 10 meters, with the precise (suggested) frequency determined by the last
letter of your call sign (see Juno Flyby Table in “Photo Gallery” below).
Sponsors say Juno will have a better chance of detecting signals from many operators if the transmissions are spread out
across the spectrum. The Juno Waves instrument is a broadband receiver, and the detector being used for this event has
a passband that’s 1 MHz wide.
While the Waves instrument is sensitive to radio signals in all amateur bands below 40 MHz, sponsors chose 10 meters,
because experience with the University of Iowa instruments on the Galileo and Cassini Earth flybys showed significant
ionospheric shielding at lower frequencies. Sponsors actually are hoping for poor band conditions on October 9, so an
appreciable fraction of the radiated energy can escape the ionosphere into space.
Indicators on the Say “HI” to Juno web page will instruct participants when to transmit and when to stop transmitting. Each
will have a timer to indicate how long until you switch from one mode to the other mode. Stations should transmit a legal
station identification as the FCC or non-US regulators require.
Stations with directional antennas should check the web site for information on what headings to use during the event.
Visit the Say “HI” to Juno web page for full details and to obtain the latest information. The activity begins October 9 at
about 18:01 UTC and continue until about 20:41 UTC. Operators taking part should make sure their computer clocks are
synchronized to network time prior to the event. The web page will indicate when you start or stop transmitting (key down/
key up).
Participants can receive a QSL card for contacting Juno. E-mail your call sign and mailing address. Additional information
is available at NASA’s Juno web site and the Mission Juno web site. — NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory;

Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

SS Badger 2013 Ham Cruiser’s latest up dates for the cruise.
Antenna installation workers -Steve W9KXT, Don K9KNZ, Peggy K9QLM and Pete K9OWQ
We are meeting the vessel in Ludington on Friday evening, have dinner with Captain Dean Hobbs. We will be
working till the antennas, verticals, ling wires, etc are up and working. Having breakfast on board, and then
sailing to Ludingiton.
Our official call sign is " W8S " this was assigned by ARRL back in May. Sorry if QRZ show something else, I
have conformation for them for the update of the reused call.
Here is a list of freqs we try to be on+/- QRM. Remember conditions my NOT be the greatest. These freq have
changed over the last few days..... so you may have to look around!
Band
160
40
30
20
17
15
10

Mode
----CW
CW
CW
CW
CW
-----

Freq
7.050, 7.040
10.140
14.040
18.068
21.040

Mode Freq
SSB
1.935
SSB 7.248, 7.285
-----SSB 14.300
SSB
18.135
-----SSB
28.410

Antennas:
Hustler 5 band trapped vertical, Tar Heal 160 to 6 screw driver, 15 and 33 foot long wires, 75 ft radom length
long wire, Assortment of Mag mounts VHF mobile antennas, Ham Sticks for 80,20,17,15,12,10,6 meter with
some railing mounts. Possible: 2 meter four element beam 6 meter Halo
Coax is needed to support all of the antennas.
Make sure to mark anything you bring on board.
As of Sept. 10: K9KNZ Elecraft KK-3 with an assortment of antennas, W9KXT: Kenwood TS-440 with built in
antenna tuner, Elecraft, K9OWQ IC-7000 with long wire and 52 ohm antenna tuners, FT-900 and tuner.
Bring your own key and head phones!
Traveling to the Badger in Manitowoc Wi.
Get on I-294 going NORTH to Milwaukee
In downtown expresse way interchange, Pick up I-43 NORTH to Green Bay
At Wisc RT10 go EAST into Manitowoc, and follow the route to the lake front & SS Badger.
Check in at the office. & Off load your treasures on to the luggage trolley. They will be brought up to the Cruise
Directors office. Lock your car in the well lighted and city patrolled parking lot.
The vessel leave at promptly 1400 CDT. That’s 2pm CDT
If you are a special needs person, see the on board cruise director first.
If you have travel concerns go to Ms Tata at 1-800-841-4243 and mention the "HAM CRUISE"
If you have other questions come to me Pete K9OWQ 708-532-0131 or bill-pete@juno.com

Fall is around the Corner…. It is Antenna Time!!

North Carolina to Host 2013 USA ARDF Championships
(Great Excuse for a Vacation!)
The Uwharrie Mountains of North Carolina will provide the locale for the 13th USA Amateur Radio Direction Finding
(ARDF) Championships of on-foot hidden transmitter hunting. Fans of this international sport, also known as “foxtailing” or
“radio-orienteering,” are making travels plans now. Backwoods Orienteering Klub (BOK) will host the event, which will be
held October 8-13. This year’s USA Championships are being combined with the Seventh ARDF Championships of
International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) Region 2 (the Americas).
Schedule Overview
On October 9 are optional practice sessions on 2 meters and 80 meters. October 10 brings model events of two activities
introduced last year — sprints and foxoring — followed that afternoon by the championship foxoring event. The sprint
championship event takes place on October 11. Classic transmitter hunting championship competition is held Saturday
and Sunday, October 12 and 13. Transmitters will be on 2 meters and 80 meters the afternoon of October 11 for lastminute practice and equipment testing, with a procedures and safety briefing afterward. Saturday morning will be the fullcourse 2 meter main event, followed in the evening by the banquet and awards presentation. The full-course 80 meter
main event takes place Sunday morning, with awards presented afterwards.
Organizing and Course Setting
Organizing the 2013 USA Championships are Joseph Huberman, K5JGH, and Ruth Bromer, WB4QZG — both previous
USA Championships competitors and medal winners on 2 and 80 meters. (Ruth and her teammate Karla Leach, KC7BLA,
won team medals in their category at the 2010 ARDF World Championships in Croatia and in the 2012 ARDF World
Championships in Serbia.) Setting the courses will be Nadia Scharlau, with radio support from Charles Scharlau, NZØI.
Nadia learned ARDF as a youth in the Soviet Union and won her first gold medal by competing for USSR at the European
Championships in 1984. Charles discovered ARDF in the Puget Sound area of Washington and competed in the national
Championships for the first time in 2001. Both have represented the US at the World ARDF Championships four times in
the past decade, and in 2006 in Bulgaria, Nadia became the first Team USA member to win a World Championships
medal.
How It Works/Who Can Play
In the classic ARDF championships, competitors start in small groups made up of different age/gender categories. As they
seek the hidden transmitters, they navigate through the forest from the starting corridor to the finish line — a distance of 4
to 10 kilometers. They plot their direction-finding bearings on orienteering maps that show terrain features, elevation
contours, and vegetation type. The USA ARDF Championships are open to anyone who can safely navigate the woods. A
ham radio license is not required. Each participant competes as an individual, and any teamwork or GPS use are
forbidden. Competitors bring their own direction-finding gear to the events, although extra gear is sometimes available for
loan from other attendees. Competitors may not transmit on the course, except in emergencies. The USA ARDF
Championships are an ideal opportunity to watch and learn from the best radio-orienteers in the US and from around the
world. Canada has a growing ARDF movement and is expected to compete for the IARU Region 2 medals. Visitors also
are expected from China, Germany, Sweden and Ukraine. Stateside winners of these championships will be considered
for membership in ARDF Team USA, which will travel to the mountains of Kazakhstan for the 17th ARDF World
Championships in September 2014.
Registration
Registration is now open, and an online entry form, detailed schedules, frequencies, lodging information and registration
forms are on the BOK website. Competitors can avoid late fees by signing up no later than September 15. An e-mail
reflector is available for Q&A with the organizers as well as for coordinating transportation and arranging equipment loans.
Resources
Basic information on international-style transmitter hunting is on the Homing In website, including rules and signal
parameters. The site includes equipment ideas for 2 meters and 80 meters, plus photos from previous championships.
Information about the Amateur Radio Direction Finding Fund is on the ARRL website. — Joe Moell, KØOV, ARRL Amateur
Radio Direction Finding Coordinator

USAF “Space Fence” Shut Down
From USAF Public Affairs
The Air Force Space Surveillance System (AFSSS) — the “Space Fence” — used to detect objects in orbit,
was turned off September 1. Three transmitter sites operate on 216.983, 216.97 and 216.99 MHz, and there
are six receiving stations. Some Amateur Radio meteor scatter enthusiasts enjoyed monitoring the VHF
transmissions for indications of activity.
Attributed to the automatic budget cuts known as “sequestration,” the shutdown came a month earlier than
anticipated. Early in August Space News reported that Gen William Shelton, commander of Air Force Space
Command, had directed the AFSSS, located in Texas, “be closed and all sites vacated” effective October 1, the
start of the new US government fiscal year.
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs reported August 13, “AFSPC officials have devised modified
operating modes for the Perimeter Acquisition Radar Characterization System at Cavalier Air Force Station,
North Dakota, and for the space surveillance radar at Eglin Air Force Base, Florida, allowing discontinuation of
AFSSS operations while still maintaining space situational awareness.”
A new Space Fence radar is planned for Kwajalein Island in the Marshall Islands.

Euro Basket 2013 Award Slovenia
The Daily DX via Milos Oblak, S53EO
On the occasion of the EuroBasket 2013 basketball competition 2013 in Slovenia September 4-22, ZRS, the
Association of Radio Amateurs of Slovenia) is offering an award to all radio amateurs and SWLs for contacting/
monitoring S5 special event stations with three-digit prefix and EB suffices (eg S513EB, S541EB) and stations
from the 24 countries fielding EuroBasket teams, between August 1 and September 22, 2013.
All bands and modes may be used, but cross-mode, cross-band, repeater or VoIP contacts are invalid. Count
each special S5 station once, regardless of the band/mode used. European stations qualify by working stations
from at least 18 qualifying countries plus five special S5 stations. DX stations qualify by working stations from
at least 15 qualifying countries plus two special S5 stations.
Countries participating in Eurobasket 2013 are 4L, 4O, 4X, 9A, DL, E7, EA, F, G, I, LY, OH, OK, ON, S5, SM,
SP, SV, TA, UA, UR, YL, YU and Z3.The award is free via electronic PDF download. Send your application with
your call sign, full name, e-mail address and contact details via e-mail to ZRS Award Manager Milos Oblak,
S53EO. The application deadline is December 31, 2013.

Pacific Island DXpeditions to Fire Up this Fall
The Daily DX
The Daily DX reports that two Pacific Island DXpeditions are preparing to activate in October and November.
The much-anticipated K9W Wake Island DXpedition has announced its tentative operating schedule, with
times based on Wake Island times and dates (Wake is 12 hours ahead of UTC). According to its website, the
team expects to kick off operations on or about October 7 and operate until October 18. Check the K9W
operating plan for specifics. Wake Island is number 14 on the ClubLog Most Wanted list.
Members of the Uruguay DX Group plan to mount a DXpedition to Easter Island in November. A seven-person
team will operate from Hanga Roa, Easter Island, November 1-7. Plans call for running three stations
simultaneously on 1.8 through 50 MHz, CW, SSB and digital modes. QSL via EB7DX. Easter Island is number
106 on the ClubLog Most Wanted list.

TAPR / ARRL Digital Communications Conference September 20-22
A preliminary schedule has been posted for the 32nd annual TAPR/ARRL Digital Communications Conference
in Seattle later this month. Among the forum topics: “Raspberry Pi Applications in Digital Communications: A
Mobile Xastir-Based APRS Station,” “High Performance BPSK31: Ideas for a New Generation,” “Narrowband
IP over Amateur Radio Networks (NIPARnets): Next-Generation Networking for Amateur Radio,” and “Noise
Power Ratio (NPR) Testing of HF Receivers.”
This year’s banquet speaker will be Tom Van Baak, on the topic “Passion and Precision: Adventures of a Time
Nut.” Van Baak is a retired operating systems software engineer with a serious amateur interest in precision
timekeeping. Rob Frohne, KL7NA, will present the Sunday Seminar, “A Tutorial on Android Programming.” The
DCC takes place at the Cedarbrook Lodge in Seattle, Friday through Sunday, September 20-22.
The early bird discount for advance registration has been extended to midnight Friday, September 13. The
Cedarbrook Lodge is sold out for DCC Friday, but other hotels with rooms available are within walking
distance. Attendees are invited to bring and show their demos in the DCC demo room, which will be open
Friday and Saturday of the DCC. The TAPR Board of Directors will meet Thursday, September 19, 9 AM to 5
PM at The Cedarbrook Lodge (room TBA). Full information about the DCC is on the TAPR web site.

New Air Force MARS Chief Takes Reins of Command
Air Force MARS news release
David J. Stapchuk is the new chief of Air Force MARS. He assumed command August 23 from outgoing chief
Richard S. Jenson, who has taken on a new assignment. Stapchuk is the director of operations at the 92nd
Information Operations Squadron Detachment 1 at Scott Air Force Base in Illinois. In that role he oversees
cyber operations in support of the detachment’s communications security mission.
“I am excited about my new role as chief, Air Force MARS, and look forward to advancing the Air Force MARS
program in fulfillment of the MARS mission to provide contingency radio communications support to US
government operations,” Stapchuk said.
Stapchuk spent 28 years on active duty as an electronics technician and is currently an information technology
specialist. He has supported a variety of Air Force missions over the last 34 years. —

AMSAT Space Symposium 2013 Set for November
The 2013 AMSAT Space Symposium will take place in Houston, Texas, November 1-3 at the Marriott Hobby
Airport Hotel. Hosted by the Johnson Space Center Amateur Radio Club, this year’s Symposium will feature
presentations on satellite construction and operation as well as on other space-related subjects. The AMSAT
Annual Meeting, held in conjunction with the Space Symposium, provides AMSAT members an opportunity to
learn about AMSAT’s future plans and voice opinions to the AMSAT Board of Directors and AMSAT officials. A
downloadable registration form now is available via the AMSAT website. Online registration is expected to be
available in late August. For hotel reservations visit the Marriott Hobby Airport Hotel website or call
713-943-7979. Use the code AMSAMSA or ask for the AMSAT block.

Digital QST Access Using Adobe AIR 3.8 Restored
Adobe has restored access to downloaded issues of digital QST using the latest Adobe® AIR™ ver 3.8 on
Windows operating systems. To download the latest Adobe® AIR™ version, visit the Adobe Air web page.

MARS Trans-Pacific Emergency Communication
Exercise Overcomes Obstacles
US Army MARS via Bill Sexton, N1IN
Everything about the MARS “Pacific Endeavor-13” exercise was simulated, except the power failure in
“Pacifica,” the fictitious disaster-battered Asian nation that a small band of amateurs was seeking to assist. The
Pentagon and US Pacific Command set up the drill as a test of Amateur Radio emergency support in Asia in
the aftermath of Japan’s tsunami catastrophe. MARS, military stations and amateurs collaborated. The
blackout occurred at the outset of the US Department of Defense globe-spanning exercise August 25-26. A star
of the show was PSK31, which performed well, even in the otherwise grim propagation that prevailed during
PE-13.
“We had stations monitoring in the Continental US, Hawaii, Japan, Germany, and Afghanistan,” said Paul
English, Army MARS program officer. “There was only intermittent reception in Germany and the US on PSK,
but we had a solid connection between Nepal and Afghanistan.” Power was restored in Nepal about two and a
half hours into the exercise, enabling “marginal voice communications” from Nepal to Afghanistan and
Germany. He said Hawaii could hear, but not talk to, Nepal. Propagation sufficient to support voice modes
lasted just a few minutes.
At 9N1AA in Nepal, the real “Pacifica,” two operators forged ahead on battery power, running just 25 W. But a
stroke of the other kind of luck provided a low-power digital link to an amateur in Afghanistan. Tim McFadden,
KB2RLB/T6TM, a retired Army communicator now helping train Afghan troops as a contractor, had joined Army
MARS less than a month before the exercise. McFadden, who spent 21 years in uniform, went for his ham
license after watching a fellow soldier work a pileup with only 100 W while they were deployed in Turkey during
the 1991 Iraq War. He used a homebrew delta loop and a G5RV installed as an inverted V for his Yaesu
FT-897D.
Although the operation lasted less than three hours, a great deal more time went into preparations. Sanjeeb
Panday, 9N1SP, had been getting ready for months, using emergency protocols recommended by the
International Amateur Radio Union (IARU). His partner in Kathmandu, Satish Khrishna Kharel, 9N1AA,
provided the station and did most of the operating.
To avoid unwanted alarm, participants avoided the type of language typical of an emergency. Instead, all
communication used terms from the game of cricket. In preparatory exercises, traffic was disrupted by hams
seeking to contact Nepal, a “rare one” for many hams. Resorting to abbreviated call signs and dependence
upon digital modes during the exercise alleviated this problem, although DX hunters did show up during a brief
period of voice transmission.
A preliminary count showed 60 stations took part. Participants, including MARS stations in the US and Japan,
used their amateur call signs. “We were able to submit a number of spot info reports to the Pacific Command
and responded to a number of information requests in a timely manner,” English said.
Participants learned a lot during the exercise, he added. “Propagation was challenging throughout,” he said.
“We had real-world challenges just as one would expect in a natural disaster.” 9N1SP had the last word.
Panday, a college professor, messaged McFadden at his relay station just over 1000 miles west along the
Himalayas, “I am very thankful to you. You did a great job,” he said. “Right now I am feeling like I have climbed
an Everest.”

Fall is around the Corner…. It is Antenna Time!!

The K7RA Solar Update
Conditions were quieter again this week. Average daily sunspot numbers declined from 77 to 69, and average
daily solar flux was off by 9.5 points to 106.9, when compared to the previous seven days, August 22-28.
Predicted solar flux for the near term is 105 on September 6-10, 100 on September 11-12, 110 on September
13, 120 on September 14-15, 115 on September 16-17, 110 on September 18, 105 on September 19-20, 110
on September 21-22, 105 on September 23-24, and 100 on September 25-28. It then is expected to reach a
minor peak of 115 on October 4-5, then 120 on October 9-12.
These predictions come from a 45-day forecast. Yesterday, September 5, the solar flux was 110.1. The first
prediction for that date in this series pegged it at 135, which maintained from July 22-28, then 105 on July 29
through August 4, 115 on August 5-11, 105 on August 12-18, 110 on August 19-28, 112 on August 29, 115 on
August 30, 118 on August 31, 112 on September 1-2, and then they nailed it at 110 again on September 3-4.
Note that these aren’t the flux readings on those dates. They are the predicted values for September 5, as they
varied from day to day in the daily forecast for the previous 45 days.
You can see those daily forecasts here:
http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/ftpmenu/forecasts/45DF.html
The planetary A index is in the same forecast. The latest has predicted planetary A index at 5 on September
6-8, 10 on September 9-10, 12 on September 11, 8 on September 12-14, 5 on September 15-16, then 12, 18
and 15 on September 17-19, 5 on September 20-22, and 8 on September 23-24.
The autumnal equinox (September 22 at 2044 UTC) is a little over two weeks away. Fall is always a great time
for HF DX, when the sun casts an even glow over our northern and southern hemispheres. Although solar
activity is weak, if this is cycle 24’s peak, now may be the best time for enjoying HF propagation for some
years to come. Or the sun could fool us again. Remember that day-to-day variations in solar activity can swing
wildly above and below any predicted smoothed or averaged sunspot or solar flux number. But we haven’t
seen much of that lately.

Vanity HQ Website Pulls the Plug
After serving the US Amateur Radio community for 14 years Mike Carroll, N4MC, has shut down his Vanity HQ
website.
“Vanity HQ is closed,” now greets visitors to the site. “It’s been a good 14 years. Thank you everyone for
participating, sending bug reports and comments, and I especially thank all the Elmer volunteers who have
helped me over the years. It is time for me to move on. Regards to all.”
The site has had its ups and downs over its lifetime. Carroll made a similar announcement in 2004, citing “a
shift in my priorities,” but the site eventually remained open. Over the years Vanity HQ often was the first stop
for radio amateurs seeking a vanity call sign. Among other information, it provided a list of recently issued
vanity call signs as well as available call signs and active vanity call sign applications.
In 2008, the ARRL Board okay'ed a partnership with the Vanity HQ site to have QST Silent Key listings
included in the Vanity HQ history project in an electronically search able format.
After Carroll announced he was shutting down in 2004, Eldon Lewis, K7LS, inaugurated his RadioQTH
website, which offers essentially the same information Vanity HQ did.

Australia Ends Higher Power Trial for Radio Amateurs
ACMA, WIA, Jim Linton VK3PC
The Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA) has ended an 18-month trial that allowed
participating Advanced licensees in that country to run up to 1 kW on the HF bands. Advanced licensees Down
Under are limited to 400 W PEP. ACMA reached its decision earlier this month following a detailed assessment
begun last March.
“After taking into consideration all the data obtained as part of the assessment process, the ACMA is of the
view that the arrangements put in place for the trial should not continue,” the regulatory agency said in
terminating the arrangement.
ACMA pointed out that slightly less than 3 percent of the 10,690 eligible licensees — 297 in all — took
advantage of the trial. Operators had to apply for permission to participate in the trial.
“Of the 297 that did obtain the authorization, the ACMA was advised by some participants that they had not
used higher power,” the agency said in its decision. ACMA said participant comments it received via the
Wireless Institute of Australia (WIA) indicated that the benefits of running higher power “were confined to those
respondents and do not demonstrate broader benefits to the wider community.”
ACMA also said some participants’ knowledge and awareness of Australia’s RF exposure regulations “did not
meet ACMA expectations.”
ACMA said that while it’s aware that some countries do permit higher transmitter power output levels than
Australia does, “these countries are likely to have different and unique regulatory arrangements and policy
considerations.” The regulatory agency said it must base its decision “on the data collected during the
assessment process and the requirements of the domestic legislative environment.” Authorization to operate at
higher power output expires August 31.
The WIA for some time has been pushing for higher power limits for Advanced licensees, who feel the current
400 W power limit puts them at a disadvantage, especially in contests, while other countries permit 1 kW or
more. After the New Zealand Association of Radio Transmitters (NZART) was able to convince regulators in
that country to raise the power limit on similar grounds, the WIA was encouraged to again pursue the matter.
After the WIA was informed of ACMA’s decision to end the trial, and, following talks, it was decided that the
ACMA would revisit the issue next year.

Make Plans for Pacificon 2013! (Great Excuse for a Vacation!)
The ARRL Pacific Division Convention — Pacificon 2013 — is October 11-13 at the Santa Clara, California,
Marriott. Registration is now underway. Pacificon 2013 is sponsored by the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club
(MDARC). This year’s program includes a broad selection of presentations and forums covering topics of
interest for all segments of the Amateur Radio community, from youth education, operating, public service,
technical (SDRs, homebrewing and more), DXCC, MARS, and license preparation and testing.
Among the featured presentations will be Friday’s Antenna Seminar, conducted by Paul Howes, WA6GYY, with
an outstanding lineup of speakers (there is a $15 charge, and Antenna Seminar tickets must be purchased in
advance).
Pacificon 2013 is looking for additional forum presenters. For more information on Pacificon 2013, contact Misa
Siemons, KJ6BUE, or visit the Pacificon 2013 website. Talk-in will be on 147.060 MHz+ (CTCSS 100 Hz).

Higher FCC Vanity Call Sign Fee is Effective August 23
The new FCC regulatory fee of $16.10 to apply for an Amateur Radio vanity call sign will go into effect Friday,
August 23, when the new regulatory fee schedule will appear in the Federal Register. Earlier this year the FCC
had proposed upping the vanity call sign fee from its current $15 to $15.20, but in the Report and Order in MD
Docket 13-140, released August 12, the Commission offered no explanation for the higher fee.
In another change, starting in FY 2014, the FCC will require that all regulatory fee payments be made
electronically.
The R&O ordered a broad schedule of new fees and waived the usual 30-day waiting period following Federal
Register publication, because it feared there would not be time for FY 2013 fees to become effective before the
start of the new federal fiscal year on October 1.
The FCC says it expects $230,230 in revenue to cover the costs of administering the vanity call sign program.
It anticipates 14,300 vanity call sign applications.

October Sable Island DXpedition Plans Shaping Up
The Daily DX
Plans by one Canadian and two Americans to mount the CYØP DXpedition to Sable Island October 1 to
October 11 are well underway. The CYØP team includes VE1RGB, AI5P and WA4DAN, who coordinated two
previous CYØ DXpeditions, including one in October 2012 cut short by Hurricane Sandy. The trio plans to
operate CW, SSB and RTTY on 160 through 10 meters. Where possible, resources retained from previous
CYØ DXpeditions will be put to use. Because of aircraft weight limitations, the team will attempt to exist on
freeze-dried food, although it will take along some fresh fruit “to avoid scurvy.” VE1RGB plans to operate S&P
in the California QSO Party October 5-6 as VE1RGB/CYØ. Located off the coast of Nova Scotia, Sable Island
(NA-063) is the 59th most-wanted DXCC entity, according to the ClubLog DXCC Most Wanted List. The group
will log on paper. QSL via VE1RGB (no LoTW, eQSL or ClubLog) or via the bureau. —
FCC Cites California Retailer for Marketing RF Devices
The FCC has issued a Citation and Order to DNJ Radio of Fremont, California, for violating its rules by
marketing non-certified amplifiers and kits via its Internet website. The FCC’s San Francisco office investigated
complaints and “confirmed that DNJ Radio was offering for sale non-certified RM Italy linear amplifiers and
amplifier kits capable of operation with both CB 11 meter transceivers and [Amateur Service] 10 meter
transceivers,” the Citation recounted.
The FCC said the devices listed in the Citation have not received FCC grants of certification, required for
external RF power amplifiers operating below 144 MHz and marketed in the US. The Commission told DNJ to
take immediate steps to discontinue marketing unauthorized RF devices. It also gave DNJ Radio 30 days to
provide a list of amplifiers marketed and/or imported by RM Italy as well as documentation from that
manufacturer on the use of linear amplifiers with both CB and ham radio transceivers. The Commission further
requested documentation that would help it determine if RM Italy is licensed or authorized to sell or market,
import, ship or distribute for sale or lease any certified or non-certified linear amplifiers.
The FCC discounted a disclaimer on DNJ Radio’s website that the devices it’s marketing “are for industrial,
scientific, medical, or export use only” and that using them on 11 meters would violate FCC rules. “The
amplifiers…are being offered for sale from within the United States, and anyone within the United States could
buy the devices regardless of the disclaimer,” the FCC said. Future violations could result in fines of up to
$16,000 per violation, the Commission told DNJ.

Tri-Town Annual Picnic Held
August 25th was a great day for a picnic, sunny, not to hot and a nice breeze. This year's picnic was held at the
home of Jim, KB9VR and his wife Joy in Monee. Many members with their YLs and XYLs and friends of the
Club attended. The Club thanks Jim and Joy for hosting the event. Thanks also goes to John, N9DWE, for his
great work at the grill. John's new nickname may just be "The Bread Man." Thanks too to those who attended
and brought salads and deserts. A great time was had by all and we all are looking forward to next year.

More pics from Tri-Town Annual Picnic Held
August 25th was a great day for a picnic, sunny, not to hot and a nice breeze. This year's picnic was held at the
home of Jim, KB9VR and his wife Joy in Monee. Many members with their YLs and XYLs and friends of the
Club attended. The Club thanks Jim and Joy for hosting the event. Thanks also goes to John, N9DWE, for his
great work at the grill. John's new nickname may just be "The Bread Man." Thanks too to those who attended
and brought salads and deserts. A great time was had by all and we all are looking forward to next year.

Fall is around the Corner…. It is Antenna Time!!
Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG
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Tri-Town Radio Amateur Club Membership Application
Name ______________________________________ Call _____________________
Address ______________________ License Class ___________ ARRL Member Y / N
City, State _____________________ Zip _____________ Phone _______________
Email Address: _______________________________________________________
____ Regular Membership

$

20.00

____ SWL Membership
____ Extra Family Membership
____ Bunker Buddie

$
$
$

20.00
6.00
5.00

____ Auto Patch w/1 Speed Slot
____ Extra Speed Slots

$
$

25.00
5.00
$ _______ Total Paid by Club Member

For Example: Regular Member, with A/P and Bunker Buddy (20+25+5) = $ 50.00

We need your Membership!
Membership supports the Club Station, The Club Repeater, The Website,
The Oscillator, and many Club Activities!

