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Upcoming Meetings
March 21st Program
Monthly meeting We will have Greg Rosenberg AB9MZ to do this presentation called "Grounding and
Lightning Protection."

**** Warning! Warning! – Danger!, Will Robinson! ****
Please note, due to Good Friday being on our normal meeting date of April 18th, we will meet on 1
week later on Friday April 25th, At the Village Hall!

April 25th Program
Monthly meeting we will be having Steve Peters W9KXT give his program called, "Ham Radio, Then
and Now." Steve has put together a nice multimedia show for us.

DX Engineering Acquires Cycle 24 Antenna Products
Tim Duffy, K3LR
DX Engineering has acquired the assets of Cycle 24 Antenna Products, a web-based retailer of Amateur Radio
antennas and antenna components. "Cycle 24 is a great fit with DX Engineering," said Tim Duffy, K3LR, DX
Engineering's chief marketing officer. "We welcome all of Cycle 24's customers to the DX Engineering family."
He noted that several Cycle 24-developed products now will be available through DX Engineering.

BBC World Service to Cut Back Short-wave Transmissions
According to a report in The Guardian newspaper, the BBC World Service will further reduce its short-wave
profile next year, diverting a projected saving of more than $25 million to fund television and digital services. As
of April 1, the BBC World Service and BBC Monitoring will be funded directly from the TV license fee instead of
through the Foreign Office. In cutbacks 3 years ago, the BBC eliminated more than 500 jobs, closed five
language services, ended radio broadcasts in seven languages, and reduced short and medium-wave
transmissions.
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Club Meetings & Nets
Club meetings are the 3rd Friday of each month at the Village of Hazel Crest Village Hall, 170th and
Holmes. All are welcome and refreshments will serve. Don’t forget to bring a Friend.

Official Club 2 Mtr hangouts:
146.49 Simplex, & The Club’s Repeater 146.805 WD9HSY/R

Unofficial Club Hang Outs:
442.375 Homewood, 441.300 Grant Park WA9WLN/R, “Waldofar”
443.325 Frankfort WD9HSY/R & 147.165 Kankakee Co. WD9HSY/R
All UHF’s use a 114.8 PL & All VHF’s use a 107.2 PL

Club Nets
2 Mtr FM 49’ers Net
10 Mtr SSB Net
2 Mtr FM Weather Net
Tri-Town Alumni Net

Wed, 8:00 PM Local, on The Club’s Repeater 146.805 -600kc 107.2 PL
Thursdays, 8:00 PM Local, 28.490.
Sundays, 8:00 PM local, on The Club’s Repeater 146.805 -600kc 107.2 PL
Monday through Friday, 2200 UTC on 7.285 MHz SSB

Hamfests in the Area
MAY

3
Ozaukee Radio Club
4
Kishwaukee ARC
16-18 Dayton Hamvention

JUNE 1
15

Cedarburg, WI
Sandwich
Dayton, OH

Starved Rock Rad Club Princeton
6m Club of Chicago
Wheaton

http://ozaukeeradioclub.org
www.w9icu.com/flyer.html
www.hamvention.org
www.qsl.net/w9mks/hamfest.htm
www.k9ona.com

We need your Membership!
Membership supports the Club Station, The Club Repeater, The Website,
The Oscillator, and many Club Activities!

From the Presidents Desk
Ed Stroh-K9EGS

What a winter we have had this year! I can not remember a winter being as brutal as this one. But, things are
looking up as far as the weather is concerned. As I write this column the temperature today reached 49
degrees, YEA. We finally got a break and there seems to be a somewhat general warming trend on the way.
Speaking of a general warming trend, Spring is just around the corner, (I hope), and we will be having a
program that is just in time for the upcoming Springtime weather. Tri-Town will be having a program scheduled
for the March 21st regular monthly meeting called "Grounding and Lightning Protection." We will have Greg
Rosenberg AB9MZ to do this presentation. I saw Greg do this presentation a few years ago at another club
meeting and I thought that it was interesting and informative. Since Spring, (the lightning season), is not too far
away, I figured this to be a good time for us to see a program like this to maybe help us to better prepare our
stations for lightning protection.
Next month at the April 25th (Please note, due to Good Friday being on our normal meeting date of April 18th,
we will meet on 1 week later on Friday April 25th, At the Village Hall!) monthly meeting we will be having Steve
Peters-W9KXT give his program called, "Ham Radio, Then and Now." I have seen Steve's program already
and I think that you will find it very interesting. Steve has put together several videos and slides which make up
the main part of his presentation.
Thank you to all that paid their 2014 club dues recently. I was glad to see a good response to the email that I
sent out to remind all to pay their dues. This really helps out the club to try and keep us operating in the "black"
rather than in the "red." We do have bills to pay so the money goes to good use to continue to keep the club
running.
Coming up in May will be "Driving The Dixie." I encourage you to volunteer to participate in that event. Tri-Town
will be providing the communications for it as they have done for several years now. The communications
consists of a Tri-Town member stationed at each of the check-in locations that are all along the Driving The
Dixie route, (which is Dixie Highway), from Blue Island all the way down to Momence. All you need is a 2 meter
radio either in your vehicle or a handie talkie. As you are manning your post at the check-in locations you can
see some beautiful vintage and classic cars.
We are still looking for a Field Day Chairman for Field Day on June 28-29. As you may already know, we run
Field Day from the Bunker, which is kind of nice because if the weather is hot, which it so often is in June, the
Bunker provides a natural cooling effect since it is encased in the very thick concrete remains of the village's
old water tank. So if you are interested in being the Field Day Chairman please let one of the club officers
know. Even if you don't want to be Field Day Chairman please consider participating in Field Day in other ways
such as operating a radio at the Bunker, helping with food, etc.
Even though there is still snow on the ground, we are starting to think about the annual club picnic in either
July or August. If you are interested in hosting the picnic at your QTH or have an idea of a good location for the
picnic please let us know. See you at the next meeting on March 21st at 8:00 PM!

ARRL Field Day Information Packet Now Available
The 2014 Field Day packet is now available. ARRL Field Day is the most popular on-the-air event. It takes
place each year in the US and Canada on the fourth weekend in June, when thousands of radio amateurs
gather with their clubs, in groups, with friends, or by themselves to operate “in the field” to simulate an
emergency communication situation.
Field Day 2014 is June 28-29, and it’s not too early to start planning. The Field Day Locator will help you find a
Field Day site near you. Rules in Spanish also are available. A Spanish version of the Field Day rules is
available. E-mail ARRL Headquarters for more information, or call 860-594-0236.

A Philippine Adventure
by Jerry Dagenais, K9PMV
I have enjoyed a fond relationship with the Filipino community here in the Chicago area for many years.
My dearest Filipina friend, Rita, retired from a 30 year nursing career in 2012 and decided to move back to the
Philippines to care for her aged mother. We agreed that this would be best for all concerned. My relationship
with Rita still continues however. We decided that I would make that long journey and visit her and her family in
January of 2014. Since I’m going that far away, could I do ham radio there? Rita said “sure!
I started working on the trip in the fall of 2013. From the Philippine Amateur Radio Association’s
website, I downloaded all the necessary forms to apply for a reciprocal operating permit. I filled them out and
mailed them to Rita to forward them to PARA. Her lawyer knew exactly what to do and a month later I had my
DU2/K9PMV permit and PARA membership in hand.
What about equipment? It would have to be small enough to fit into carry-on luggage and work from the
230 V.A.C. line voltage. I choose an Icom IC 706 MK II G transceiver, a MFJ 4230MV, 30 Amp switching power
supply and the MFJ 901 B antenna tuner. The antenna I finally settled on was a full sized G5RV.
They’re Gonna Confiscate Your Gear!
A friend teased me that immigration would confiscate my ham gear. I was prepared. All my gear fit into
the airline specified carry-on luggage requirement. I had all the documents to show that I am authorized to
have the equipment and operate it. Was there a problem? None whatsoever! Even though I declared a
transceiver on the immigration form I was waved through. No problem anywhere!
Operating QTH set-up
My operating QTH was Rita’s new house on the Island of Luzon. Specifically, it was 130 miles north of
Manila, half way between the towns of Asingan and Villasis in Pangasinan province. Number wise the QTH
was: Grid Square PK05HW, CQ Zone 27, ITU zone 50 and approximately 15 degrees 58 minutes North / 120
degrees 38 minutes East. The time was GMT +8.
Setting up was easy. Rita’s brothers got 3 long bamboo poles and in a half an hour the G5RV was up. I
set up the rig in the bedroom. A ground connection was very necessary. There was significant power line
leakage to ground and a pipe ground connection solved that problem. The rig and antenna worked flawlessly
the whole time.
Working a pileup of JA’s Operating from DU land
I am a casual CW DX operator, so I didn’t want to post this operation as a Dxpedition. As it was, there
was plenty of socializing to catch up on and the ham radio activity was an adjunct to the trip. Anyhow, how
could any ham resist operating from the other side of the globe? This was fun and easy to do! My first QSO
was with 9M2MRS in West Malaysia on 20 meters.

See next page for part 2……
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Exotic DX Galore
Propagation was not the same as here in the US. Daylight hours revealed dead bands. However,
propagation was good in the evening darkness and an hour or so before and after dawn. It was interesting to
hear exotic call signs calling CQ with few answers. Compared to the home QTH, it was like spearing fish in a
barrel! Of course the JA’s were thick. I worked 34 of them and even had a small pile up going for a while. I
looked desperately for US call signs. I finally worked 2 US stations, both in Arizona, on 10 meters. It was
amazing to work Vietnam (XV9), Taiwan (BX), Hong Kong (VR2), Palau (T88) China (BA-BH) with such strong
signals! My best DX, other than the US, was Reunion (FR5ZL). Most interesting was VK6FZ/MM, the
Amsterdam Island DX-pedition crew aboard the M/V Braveheart on their way to the DX site. I worked all bands
from 40 meters to 10 meters, with 40 meters being the most active. I had 72 QSO’s, 4 on SSB, 68 on CW.
Local activity was a very busy PARA SSB net on 40 meters every morning. This net ran for at least an hour
and there were upwards of 50 to 60 check-ins from all across the Philippines. My last contact was with Gil,
4F2KWT in neighboring San Fernando. He invited me for an eyeball QSO but, alas, it was time to pack up and
go home.
Epilog
This is my third trip to the Philippines. Anyway you do it, it is a long, long journey. Instead of going
straight through to the Philippines this time, I stayed over night at the Incheon, South Korea transit hotel. This
was superb! The South Koreans have brilliantly engineered their Asian air hub for long distance travelers. It
was very restful and comfortable after the 13 hour flight from Chicago. I arose refreshed the next day to make
the 4 hour flight to Manila and the 4 hour road trip to Asingan. It was a two day journey to get to my destination.
Rita and her 96 year old Mom are thriving in their native homeland after many years of living and
working in the US. It was great to be with them again and if I find a way to further refine the traveling, I’ll be
back. My Philippine call, DU2/K9PMV is good till October of 2014 and can be renewed. Next time, I’ll work
more DX!

Jerry, DU2/K9PMV and Rita in the Philippines
Jerry Dagenais, K9PMV
Jdagenais66@gmail.com
Blue Island, Illinois, USA

Membership supports the Club Station, The Club Repeater, The Website,
The Oscillator, and many Club Activities!

DrivinThe Dixie - Save The Date June 21st!
From Trish, N9WDG
Tri-Town is looking forward to participating in the 2014 event scheduled for Saturday, June 21, 2014- come rain
or shine.
This will be the 13th year for this annual event and the 9th year for participation by Tri-Town. The 2014 event is
expected to operate much like recent years, with a fleet of 125-150 really cool classic cars stopping for various
lengths of time in locations that change each year by the 12 participating communities along Dixie Highway
between Blue Island and Momence. Tri-Town tries to put a radio equipped member in as many communities as
possible during a plus or minus two hour window. This year Tri-Town will also have a booth in Blue Island at the
start to showcase the club and amateur radio.
Martin, WD9JGG and Trish, N9WDG have been attending the 2014 planning meetings as liaisons between TriTown and the other event organizers.
Participating in prior events has proved to be a fun and rewarding experience for Tri-Town operators.
SAVE THE DATE- JUNE 21st- IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING PLEASE CONTACT TRISH AT
708-828-8592 or at: the_jaggards@sbcglobal.net DON’T MISS OUT ON ALL THE FUN!

Kenwood Buys E.F. Johnson
The ARRL Contest Update
JVC Kenwood has purchased E.F. Johnson Technologies. Johnson has been manufacturing radio gear for a
long time and was a major player in the 1950s and 1960s. Today, it's not unusual to see hamfest vintage
equipment tables loaded with Johnson Rangers, Vikings, and Thunderbolts, and many E.F. Johnson
"Matchbox" antenna tuners are still doing the job. In more recent years, the company has become better
known for its VHF and UHF public safety communication gear.

Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

Ham Video Transmitter set for installation on ISS
Gaston Bertels, ON4WF; AMSAT News Service; ARISS
The “Ham Video” transmitter aboard the International Space Station is scheduled to be installed on March 6,
with commissioning to follow. The European Space Agency (ESA) postponed the installation and
commissioning of the Ham Video system last month because NASA Astronaut Mike Hopkins, KF5LJG — who
is handling the installation and commissioning — had other priorities. Amateur Radio on the International
Space Station-Europe (ARISS-EU) Chairman Gaston Bertels, ON4WF, said that a couple of the commissioning
steps now may be combined, to condense the process. Hopkins will also install the camera and support arm.
Following installation the transmitter will be powered on just long enough to check cable and antenna
connections.
The first commissioning step is planned for March 8, when Hopkins will power up the Ham Video transmitter in
“Configuration 1” — using ARISS antenna 41 on the ISS Columbus module at a frequency 2.422 GHz and a
symbol rate of 1.3 Ms/s. Transmission will start shortly before the ISS passes over the Matera ground station in
Southern Italy (at approximately 1329 UTC). The ground station will stream the video over the BATC server
(select Member Streams and ISS).
During the pass, various configurations will be tested, and following the pass, the Ham Video transmitter will
remain powered up and in Configuration 1 until the next commissioning step, planned for March 9
(approximately 1240 UTC). For about 24 hours, the digital Amateur Radio TV signal will be transmitted steadily,
but with the camera powered down (called “blank transmission”). Bertels said the camera will remain off
because it is powered by battery, and no provisions have been made aboard the ISS for frequent battery
replacement.
“We will circulate Ham TV bulletins to inform on blank transmissions,” Bertels said. “Reports on reception of
blank transmissions are very welcome.” Bertels said participants using the Tutioune receiving software
developed by Jean Pierre Courjaud, F6DZP, can record as well as stream detailed parameters of the received
signal.

Radio Shack Announces 1100 Store Closings
ARRL Letter, Thanks to Reuters, Yahoo Finance
Once a staple of electronics retailing and a ready source of small parts for ham radio homebrewers and
electronics enthusiasts, RadioShack has fallen on tough times. In the wake of a substantial drop in holiday
sales and a big fourth-quarter loss, the Fort Worth, Texas-based retailer has announced that it is closing 1100
of its outlets, leaving the chain with 4000 stores, including more than 900 dealer franchises. RadioShack’s
stock fell by nearly 24 percent on the news.
Reported weak customer traffic at electronics retailers in general over the holiday season was reflected in a 19
percent drop in sales at RadioShack. Now market analysts have begun sounding the death knell for
RadioShack, with some comparing the retailer’s numbers to those of Circuit City before it went under in 2008.
RadioShack once offered entry-level short-wave receivers, Citizens Band gear, a wide array of discrete
components — including transistors, resistors, and capacitors — and, for a time, a fairly popular 2 meter handheld transceiver and two different models of 10 meter single-band transceivers. It failed in its effort to market a
dualband VHF/UHF hand-held radio, however. Over the years, RadioShack has offered fewer discrete
components in its brick-and-mortar stores, moving that stock and other products to its online outlet, as it shifted
its marketing focus to cell phones, consumer electronics, and various battery-operated gadgets.
Some market analysts say that while RadioShack and its relatively new CEO have taken some positive steps
to turn things around, those may prove insufficient to keep the brand alive.

ARRL Board Requests Member Comments About Digital Modes
At the January 2014 ARRL Board of Directors meeting, a resolution was passed which asked for member
feedback and input pertaining to the increasing popularity of data modes. The information gathered by this
investigation is to be used by the HF Band Planning Committee of the Board as a means to suggest ways to
use our spectrum efficiently so that these data modes may “compatibly coexist with each other.” As per the
resolution, the ARRL Board of Directors is now reaching out to the membership and requesting cogent input
and thoughtful feedback on matters specific to digital mode operation on the HF bands.
The feedback may include, but is not limited to, the recent proposal the ARRL made to the FCC, RM 11708,
regarding the elimination of the symbol rate restrictions currently in effect.
The Board of Directors believes that member input in the decision making process is both valuable and
important as well as fostering a more transparent organization. It is to this end that we open this dialogue.
Comments must be received no later than March 31, 2014 to be included in the Committee’s report to the
Board at the 7/14 ARRL Board of Directors meeting. E-mail comments to: HF-Digital-Bandplanning@arrl.org
Concerned members may also contact their Division Director by mail, telephone or in person with any relevant
information.

Website has Treasure Trove of Vintage Ham Radio Photos, QSL Cards
The grandson of Thomas “Tom” Russell Gentry, W5RG (SK), has developed a website that is certain to be of
certain interest to vintage radio enthusiasts. Don Retzlaff, who is not a ham, said his grandfather was among
the earliest Amateur Radio operators, getting his license in the early 1920s — at one point identifying as
NU5RG — and remaining active until he died in 1979. The W5RG call sign has since been reissued.
“He collected QSL cards from other amateur operators all through his life,” Retzlaff said of his grandfather,
some 5700 in all. “In recent years I became interested in those cards and my grandfather’s hobby.”
With the help of his father Donald Retzlaff, W5MIY, Retzlaff located all of the QSLs as well as other
memorabilia documenting his grandfather’s ham radio activities and his time in the Army Air Corps shortly after
World War I. He painstakingly scanned both sides of each card along with dozens of photos of now-vintage
stations — many with operators — that his grandfather had collected and posted them all on a website
dedicated to his grandfather and his life as an Amateur Radio operator.
Among other features, the site offers an opportunity to leave comments. “This has definitely been a labor of
love,” said Retzlaff, who retired this year as a Principal Lecturer in the Computer Science Department at the
University of North Texas.

FCC Chairman Names New Acting Enforcement Bureau Chief
FCC Chairman Tom Wheeler has announced that he plans to appoint Travis LeBlanc as acting Chief of the
Enforcement Bureau. LeBlanc previously served as a top deputy and senior advisor to California Attorney
General Kamala Harris, overseeing complex litigation and policy matters on a broad range of issues, such as
technology regulation, telecommunications, high-tech crime, cyber-security, privacy, intellectual property, and
antitrust.
“The credibility of the Commission’s rules depends on its enforcement activities,” Wheeler said in announcing
the appointment. LeBlanc previously served as an attorney in the Office of Legal Counsel at the US
Department of Justice.
The Enforcement Bureau is the FCC’s largest bureau and the primary organizational unit responsible for
enforcement of provisions of the Communications Act, FCC rules, commission orders, and terms and
conditions of station authorizations. — FCC

ARRL to File “Friend of the Court” Brief in Ohio Antenna Case
The ARRL plans to file a “friend of the court” or amicus curiae brief on behalf of an Ohio radio amateur who has
been at loggerheads with his community since 2009 in efforts to erect a modest antenna support structure. The
Village of Swanton, Ohio, turned down the application of ARRL Life Member Gary Wodtke, WW8N, for an
antenna variance to put up a 60 foot tower. Wodtke appealed, however, and in January the Fulton County
Common Pleas Court issued a final judgment in his favor, ruling that federal and state law preempted
Swanton’s antenna ordinance.
Now, Swanton is appealing that order to the Ohio Sixth District Court of Appeals, asserting, in part, that Ohio’s
PRB-1 antenna law is unconstitutional, because it conflicts with the state’s “Home Rule” statute, which gives
communities broad and preemptive regulatory powers. Like the federal law, Ohio’s PRB-1 statute calls on
towns to “reasonably accommodate amateur station communications and shall constitute the minimum
practicable regulation necessary.” Ohio Section State Government Liaison Nick Pittner, K8NAP, believes the
state appeals court’s decision in Wodtke v. Village of Swanton could set legal precedent for similar antennarelated cases down the road. An attorney, Pittner was instrumental in getting Ohio’s PRB-1 law enacted.
“Appellate decisions are generally final, unless further review is granted by the Ohio Supreme Court,” Pittner
said in a statement. “While a court of appeals decision represents the law only in that appellate district, it
carries significant precedential value in other Ohio courts and may also be cited in similar cases in other
states.”
In addition to the state’s antenna regulation pre-emption law, the application and authority of the federal PRB-1
statute, embraced in Section 97.15(b) of the FCC’s Amateur Service rules, will be at issue in the appeal. This
case will mark the first time a state PRB-1 law has been challenged in an appeal.
Assisting in the case is telecommunications attorney and antenna rights advocate and expert Fred
Hopengarten, K1VR, the author of Antenna Zoning for the Radio Amateur, published by the ARRL and now in
its second edition.
The Village of Swanton’s ordinance established a fixed antenna height of 20 feet above the residential roofline.
Wodtke wants to install a 60 foot antenna support structure on his 0.2 acre residential lot; the village allows
greater height where the lot is at least 5 acres. While the appeal is pending, both parties have agreed that
Wodtke be permitted to install a 40 foot antenna support structure, which complies with Swanton’s current
ordinance.

Idaho Ham Seriously Injured in Tower Mishap
John Bigley, N7UR, Nevada Amateur Radio Newswire
Robert "Bearpaw" Galindo, KE7ADT, of Athol, Idaho, was critically injured February 13 when the winching
cable of his 40 foot crank-up tower snapped while he was working on the tower. Galindo, 52, a General class
licensee and ARRL member, was reported trapped and dangling 20 feet in the air when rescue crews arrived
at his home. His wife, Gail Perry, KE7ADN, witnessed the accident and called 911. The mishap resulted in the
loss of Galindo's right hand and several fingers of his left hand.
Timberlake Fire Protection District officials reported that rescuers had to raise the upper tower sections to
extricate Galindo. He was transported by helicopter to a hospital in Coeur d'Alene, where he underwent
surgery. Galindo was listed in critical condition following the surgery and was expected to remain hospitalized
for several days.

Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

The K7RA Solar Update
Tad Cook, K7RA, in Seattle, reports: Average daily sunspot numbers were up for the February 27 through
March 5 reporting period, and average daily solar flux decreased slightly, compared to the previous 7 days.
Average daily sunspot numbers increased nearly 29 points to 202.4, and average daily solar flux was off a little
more than 4 points to 162.9.
The latest prediction for solar flux over the near term has declined over the past few days. The predicted
average solar flux for the next reporting period, March 7-13, was 158.6 in the March 1 forecast, but on March 5
that average declined to 137.1. Predicted solar flux is 145 on March 6, 140 on March 7-8, 135 on March 9-11,
140 on March 12, 135 on March 13-14, 130 on March 15-17, 135 on March 18-20, 145 on March 21, 155 on
March 22-24, and peaking at just 160 on March 25-27. It then declines to a low of 120 on April 11-13.
Predicted planetary A index is 5 on March 6-7, 12 on March 8, 10 on March 9-10, 8 on March 11, and 5 on
March 12 through April 4.

FCC to Fine Texas Radio Amateur $7000 for Malicious Interference
The FCC has issued a Notice of Apparent Liability for Forfeiture (NAL) to James R. Winstead, KD5OZY, of
Coleman, Texas, after determining that Winstead “apparently willfully violated” FCC rules by interfering with
Amateur Radio communications. The Commission proposed a $7000 fine. The action was in response to
complaints from other radio amateurs of intentional interference on 7.195 MHz.
According to the NAL, released February 19, an agent from the Commission’s Dallas Office on January 21
used direction-finding techniques to positively identify the source of the interfering transmissions as Winstead’s
address. After monitoring the transmissions from the station for about a half-hour, the agent heard Winstead,
an Amateur Extra class licensee, “replay multiple times short sentences or conversations that had just been
transmitted, and occasionally speak the word ‘George.’”
“Mr Winstead replayed recorded conversations so frequently that other licensees were unable to complete their
conversations,” the NAL stated. The agent estimated that Winstead disrupted approximately 20 minutes of
conversation over a 30 minute period by making up to 15 minutes of short transmissions. The agent
subsequently inspected Winstead’s station, observing that his radio equipment was tuned to 7.195 Mhz.
“During the inspection, Mr Winstead showed the agent how he recorded and retransmitted other amateur
licensees’ communications,” the FCC said. “He also admitted that he intentionally interfered with amateur
communications on 7.195 MHz and had an ongoing disagreement with another amateur licensee named
George.”
The FCC said the evidence in the case was sufficient to establish that Winstead had violated Section 333 of
the Communications Act of 1934 and Section 97.101(d) of the FCC Amateur Service rules. Both sections
prohibit willful and malicious interference to radio communications. Citing its Forfeiture Policy Statement and
Section 1.80 of the rules, the FCC determined that Winstead was liable for a $7000 forfeiture. “We caution Mr
Winstead, however, that future violations of this kind may result in significantly higher forfeitures,” the FCC
stressed. Winstead has 30 days to pay or contest the fine.

German ATV Repeaters Shut Down after Interfering with Galileo GPS System
Thanks to DARC; DB0QI
German telecommunication authorities have shut down the DB0QI 23 centimeter analog and digital Amateur
TV repeaters in Munich after they interfered with a nearby control center for the Galileo GPS navigation
system. The repeaters transmitted on 1276 MHz and 1291 MHz. The order did not affect the repeater input
frequencies. The Deutscher Amateur Radio Club (DARC) said the specific issue involved interference to a
Galileo channel on 1278.5 MHz. Amateur Radio is a secondary user of the 23 centimeter band in Germany,
while the GPS system is a primary user.

Sun Erupts with Huge X-Class Flare, Biggest of 2014
From Wayne M1WML
Solar maximum may be starting to wane, but the sun has no intention on slipping into the stellar doldrums
quietly. At 7:50 p.m. EST on Monday (00:50 UTC, Feb. 25), a sunspot emerging from the southeastern limb of
our nearest star unleashed its magnetic fury, exploding with an X5-class flare.
X-class solar flares are the most powerful classification of flare and, if pointing toward Earth, can cause
radiation storms and impact our planet’s upper atmosphere, interfering with satellites and global
communications. In this case, however, the flare erupted perpendicular to the direction of Earth, so its impact
will be minimal. But it did give space observatories quite a fireworks display.the fairly quiescent sun suddenly
erupts with a flash, leaving a magnetic tangle in its wake. The loops of magnetism and superheated plasma
extend from the solar surface reaching high into the multimillion degree solar atmosphere (known as the
corona). It is this region where space weather is spawned, generating rapid flows of charged particles (known
as the solar wind), crackling with solar flares and sometimes blasting coronal mass ejections (CMEs) into
interplanetary space.
Monday’s flare is the most powerful flare of 2014 and was generated by active region (AR) 1990.
Interestingly, the same active region has been responsible for considerable activity during previous rotations
across the surface of the sun and this third time, as noted by Tony Phillips at Spaceweather.com, is showing
promise for an uptick in flaring activity.
Although this latest X-class flare is impressive, it still occurred during a solar cycle that has been very
lackluster. Solar cycles occur approximately every 11 years and reach a peak in magnetic activity during solar
maximum. The amount of activity is measured by the number of sunspots that can be observed on the solar
disk. Sun spots are caused by magnetic field lines erupting through the solar photosphere (the solar ‘surface’)
— therefore, the greater the magnetic activity, the higher the number of sunspots.
The underlying reasons behind the variability in activity of our sun are still not fully understood, proving that
even our nearest star can be a mystery.

JK Antennas and 2X Arrays announce strategic partnership
NEW YORK, February 25, 2014 - JK Antennas and 2X Arrays have announced a strategic partnership which
will combine both design and manufacturing processes between the two organizations. By leveraging the
strengths between the two organization's existing bodies of work, they see the potential to streamline the entire
product design and manufacturing process from end-to-end.
JK Antennas has fundamentally focused on producing high quality long boom mono-band and duo-band
antenna designs that are mechanically robust, with quick time to market of both new and custom designed
models directly from their in-house manufacturing facility. 2X Arrays has been focused on developing
proprietary antenna design processes ranging from electrical optimization to physical model electrical testing
and tuning.
"Combining the manufacturing strength and the modular nature of the JK Antennas product line with our
design process is a natural marriage between each company which will lead to production of the best end
products possible," says Scott McClements, President of 2X Arrays. "The existing product offerings compliment
each other and this partnership will further enhance our ability to quickly design and manufacturer new models.
In doing so, we are well positioned to meet the needs of any amateur, commercial or military user," says Ken
Garg, Principal of JK Antennas.
As part of this strategic partnership, the 2X Arrays antenna line will now be manufactured at the JK Antennas
facility in Connecticut, USA. JK Antennas will also sell and distribute both lines through its direct sales and
distributorship. For more information please visit http://www.facebook.com/jkantennas

Review of DXtreme Station Log Multimedia Edition Version 10
by Ed Stroh - K9EGS
For those that did not see my presentation on DXtreme Station Log at the January 2014 Tri-Town meeting, I have
repeated a condensed version here.
I have been using DXtreme logging programs for many years. First I used their SWL logging program for several years
prior to becoming a ham and then I used their ham logging program once I was licensed in 2009. They are excellent in my
opinion. Every time they come out with a new version I upgrade to that new version which adds some interesting new
features. This latest version 10 is great.

The above screen capture is a view of the main screen where you enter your logging data, call sign, freq., location, etc. As
you can see, one can also have the option of using several rigs (radios), several antennas, accessories and power levels.
You may notice that it is also telling me that this is a "New" DXCC entity for me on a "New" band in a "New" mode. When
Omni-Rig or Ham Radio Deluxe V5.x is installed and configured on your computer, Station Log automatically enters the
frequency and mode from your transceiver in the Frequency and Mode fields when logging a new station.
Once you enter the callsign and hit the "Tab" key, the program does an automatic callsign lookup using either
HamCall.net, (which requires a subscription) or HamQTH.com which is free. The program then auto fills several fields for
city, state or province, county, grid, entity, CQ Zone, IOTA designation and station information such as operator name and
address, QSL manager name, call and address as well as latitude and longitude.
In this next screen capture you can see what is available by clicking on the "Station Information" tab.

This next screen shows the information which is under the "Verification Status" tab.

As you can see, I can keep track of when I send out a QSL as well as what type of QSL, the return postage, and whether
it was sent direct to the operator, or as in the above case to a QSL manager. I can also record when I received the QSL
card. One nice feature is that you can scan the incoming QSL card and save the image in Station Log. In the example
above, you can see the front and back of the QSL card. Larger images of the saved QSL cards are also available. If the
QSL was done through LOTW then the "QSL Type" and "QSL Via" fields indicate the verification was through LOTW. You
can import LOTW contacts into the log and export your log contacts to LOTW.

Below are 2 examples of the many reports that you can generate. This first one is a "DXCC Analytics" report. The "Delta"
column indicates the number of entities that have been worked but not yet verified on each particular band.

This next report is a small snippet from a "Performance Report" that is listing what entities are verified and what entities
have been worked but not verified.

Station Log has a built in DX Spot Checker that compares the incoming stations on the Spot Checker to all your existing
log entries and speaks to you to let you know whether you need to work those incoming stations for a new DXCC entity,
VUCC grid, or IOTA™ island. If you have Ham Radio Deluxe installed, (I have the free version) and running in the
background you can even tune your rig to a particular freq. of a station in the Spot Checker by highlighting the freq. entry
in the Spot Checker, right click and then it will automatically tune your rig to that freq. You can even perform a DX Atlas
azimuth plot from your location to that of a spotted station if you own a copy of Afreet DX Atlas and subscribe to
Buckmaster™ HamCall™ or QRZ XML Logbook Data.
You can generate all sorts of reports like a performance report or DXCC analytics report, (illustrated above) to name a
few, print QSL mailing labels, scan images of your incoming QSL cards and much more.Station Log works with Windows
XP, Vista, Windows 7 and Windows 8. There is also excellent support via email. Whenever I ask a question via email I
almost always receive an answer that same day.
There are many more great features of this program too numerous to go into detail here. At their website,
www.DXtreme.com, I found all the information I needed to help me decide if this was the program for me. There is a tour
of the program available at the DXtreme Software website. I highly recommend that you take this tour before deciding to
buy the program. Once you take the tour you will see, as I did, that it is well worth the $89.95 purchase price. Once you
have purchased the program, future upgrades are much cheaper. For example, when I upgraded to this latest version 10
it was only $39.95
Go to the website to take a tour of Station Log Multimedia Edition Version 10. That website address is
http://www.dxtreme.com/index.htm
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Tri-Town Radio Amateur Club Membership Application
Name ______________________________________ Call _____________________
Address ______________________ License Class ___________ ARRL Member Y / N
City, State _____________________ Zip _____________ Phone _______________
Email Address: _______________________________________________________
____ Regular Membership

$

20.00

____ SWL Membership
____ Extra Family Membership
____ Bunker Buddie

$
$
$

20.00
6.00
5.00

____ Auto Patch w/1 Speed Slot
____ Extra Speed Slots

$
$

25.00
5.00
$ _______ Total Paid by Club Member

For Example: Regular Member, with A/P and Bunker Buddy (20+25+5) = $ 50.00

We need your Membership!
Membership supports the Club Station, The Club Repeater, The Website,
The Oscillator, and many Club Activities!

