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Up-Coming Events
July - It's Vacation Time - There will be no Board or General Business meetings in July.
Enjoy the time off and be safe.

August - Social Night at W9VT - Friday, August 17, 2018. Social night at the bunker
in lieu of a regular meeting starting at 7:30 PM. Refreshments will be available. There are several
boxes of leftovers from previous flea markets that will be up for grabs. Plan to attend and bring a
friend.

Driving The Dixie Special Event Station A Success!
Concurrent with the Driving the Dixie Event on June 16, Tri-Town RAC operated a Special Event
station to commemorate the drive. It had been planned to set up the station at the train station in
Beecher which was one of the stops along the event route. But do to the forecasted very high
temperatures and humidity (which did occur) the station was moved to the Club Station at the Bunker.
The main operators were Ed, K9EGS on 40 meters and Todd, KA9IUC on 20 meters. Jerry, K9PMV
and Ron, WB9JYZ stopped by to help support the effort and do a little operating. Operations netted a
total of 104 QSOs. Some of our contacts said they knew of the Dixie Highway while others said they
were looking for wallpaper. A good time was had by all and looking forward to next year.

From The President's Shack
Todd KA9IUC
The busiest time of Club year is now over. Thanks to all who participated in the Driving The Dixie and
Field Day events. We may be a small club but we can get things done due to the efforts of the
members. We have something going on each month till the end of the year. Some of the activities
seem to take care of themselves but I am concerned about the nomination and election of officers for
2019. I am serving my last year, of my second four year term, as your president and I want willing and
able leadership for the Club going forward. Best regards, have a safe summer and 73,
In closing, I want to congratulate Jim, WD9GXU on his retirement the end of July.
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Members of the Tri-Town Radio Club Inc. publish the Oscillator 6 times a year. Opinions expressed are not
necessarily those of the Officers or members of the Tri-Town RAC, but of the contributors. All articles may be
reprinted as long as full credit is given. Other publications are asked to reciprocate their newsletter. Some
Articles printed here are from AMSAT, ARRL Letter, TAPR, World Radio, QRZ.COM, Eham, and Other
Amateur Radio Publications.

Club Meetings & Nets
Club meetings are the 3rd Friday of each month at the Village of Hazel Crest Village Hall, 170th and Holmes.
All are welcome and refreshments will serve. Don’t forget to bring a Friend.

Club Hangouts:
The Club’s Repeater 146.805 WD9HSY/R & 146.49 Simplex 442.375 Homewood, 441.300 Grant Park
WA9WLN/R, “Waldofar” 443.325 Frankfort WD9HSY/R & 147.165 Kankakee Co. WD9HSY/R All UHF’s use a
114.8 PL & All VHF’s use a 107.2 PL

Club Nets
2 Mtr FM 49’ers Net Wednesday, 8:00 PM Local, The Club’s Repeater 146.805 -600kc 107.2 PL 2 Mtr FM
Preparedness Net Sundays, 8:00 PM local, The Club’s Repeater 146.805 -600kc 107.2 PL 10 Mtr SSB Net
Thursdays, 8:00 PM Local, 28.490 SSB USB. 40 Mtr Tri-Town Alumni Net Weekdays, 2200 UTC 7.285 SSB
LSB 80 Mtr SSB Net Saturdays, 9am local 3.860 SSB LSB

Upcoming Hamfests
15

Kankakee ARS

Aug 5 Hamfesters

Peotone

http://www.w9az.com/karsfest.html

Peotone

https://www.hamfesters.org/hamfest
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The K7RA Solar Update
No sunspots have appeared since June 26. If we use predicted solar flux as a proxy, flux is expected to be less
than 70 until July 8, this Sunday, so I would not expect sunspot activity to resume perhaps until July 13-23
when solar flux is expected to rise above 70.
Chip Margelli, K7JA, had a comment on the coverage of Field Day conditions last week: “I saw your
propagation report re Field Day. I’m still trying to figure out which planet that represented.
“Conditions on Field Day were generally awful. The K index rising to 4 Saturday morning really tore up the
bands and blew out the E layer here in the western US. Neither 6 nor 10 meters opened at all on Saturday,
and there were only a few pop-up paths that emerged on Sunday on meters. On six, while much of the eastern
part of the country had a big band, but in southern California we worked five whole stations in South Dakota.
That was it.
“It wasn’t a good weekend for propagation at all. It was especially disappointing because 6 meters had been
wide open all week before Field Day, and a week after the event it was open across the country again.”

Baker Island KH1/KH7Z DXpedition Now Off the Air
All Baker Island KH1/KH7Z DXpedition operating positions went silent at 1200 UTC on July 5. The final contact
was on FT8 with JA2FJP on 80 meters. The 14-member team, accompanied by a US Fish and Wildlife Service
escort, expect to be off the island by 0000 UTC on July 6 for the 6-day voyage across the International
Dateline to Fiji.
“The team is very tired but proud of QSO totals, over 16,000 unique calls in the log, and successful deployment
of new DXpedition version of FT8 that showed over 6,000 unique calls in our log,” reported team member Don
Greenbaum, N1DG, who said the team celebrated Independence Day with hot dogs and burgers.
The 9-day stay on Baker yielded more than 60,000 contacts, including more than 1,200 on 160 meters under
mid-summer conditions. Greenbaum said the DXpedition’s use of FT8 allowed many hams with modest
stations to put KH1/KH7Z in the log. The team began tearing down the stations and equipment on July 4.

Ham to Pay $7,000, & Restricted Privileges to Settle FCC
Interference Case
The US Department of Justice and the FCC have reached a settlement with Brian Crow, K3VR, of North
Huntingdon, Pennsylvania, to resolve allegations that Crow intentionally interfered with the communications of
other Amateur Radio operators and failed to properly identify. The core component of the settlement calls on
Crow to pay $7,000 to the US Treasury, the FCC and US Attorney for the Western District of Pennsylvania
Scott W. Brady announced in separate July 3 news releases. In addition, Crow’s Amateur Extra class license
will be restricted to Technician class privileges for 6 months, and he has agreed to discontinue contact with the
individuals involved in this case. Crow’s Amateur Extra privileges will be restored after 6 months, “if no new
violations have been found,” the FCC said.
The FCC recounted in its Forfeiture Order that it had responded in March 2014 to “several complaints of
intentional interference” on 14.313 MHz, and that Commission agents used radio direction-finding techniques
to determine the transmission sources. According to the court complaint against Crow, FCC agents tracked
transmissions to Crow’s residence and monitored them for approximately 3 hours and heard him transmit slowscan television (SSTV) signals and a prerecorded voice transmission of another Amateur Radio station on the
frequency.

Equipment from the Estate of John Fixari, NM9X, SK.
The Club has benefited from the donation, by his family, of John's ham gear. Items include an
ICO2AT HT, IC2000 2M mobile, IC735 HF rig with power supply, Dentron tuner, HP flat screen
computer monitor, Hustler mobile antenna with coils, 2M mobile antenna, Keys and various wires and
cables. Preliminary testing of the HT and HF rig indicates repairs are needed.

Attendance Holds Steady at Hamvention® 2018
Hamvention® marked another successful year in 2018, General Chair Ron Cramer, KD8ENJ, told
ARRL this week. At 28,417 visitors, Hamvention recorded its third-largest attendance ever in its
second year at its still-new location in Xenia, Ohio.
“We had a slight decline in attendance, but we think people were waiting to hear about the upgrades
we made, and some upgrades did not happen until the very last moment,” Cramer allowed. “Many
were worried about the mud.”
The drop in attendance amounted to some 900 fewer visitors from Hamvention 2017. Hamvention
attendance peaked in 1993 at 33,669, before the 1996 change in date from April to May while it was
still being held at Hara Arena. Attendance in 2016 for the show’s final year at Hara was 25,364.
“From all the information we have received back already this year, from guests and vendors, we
believe we have been successful and are working hard to prepare for Hamvention 2019,” Cramer
offered. “We expect new additions to the show and finer tuning to make sure our guests keep coming
back.”
Improvements this year at the Greene County Fairgrounds and Expo Center included the use of
frame tents for some activities. “These were much more stable in the wind and rain — a very big
improvement,” Cramer said. “We installed asphalt millings in the Flea Market area to create roads
and eliminate the mud we had last year. We will be widening and adding more asphalt millings to the
roads this year.” In addition, he said, Hamvention on-site parking eliminated some of the muddier
areas and halted the use of tractor-driven people movers, which were creating ruts. “We were not
immune to rain, but it took less of a toll,” Cramer added.

Online Fund-Raising Hoax Targeting Some ARRL Members
A poorly worded online solicitation seeking donations to support medical costs for an ill youngster is
not from ARRL and is a scam! Some members have reported receiving an email with the subject line
“Help Support Dawn,” dated on or about June 30, stating that “Dawn” is the critically ill son of an
ARRL member and requires urgent surgery.
“ARRL would never send an unsigned email like this to our members,” said ARRL CEO Barry
Shelley, N1VXY. “This is clearly a hoax, and we would never solicit for private causes in this fashion.
To prey on the willingness of our members to help other hams in need, is particularly despicable.”
The attempt to solicit funds through GoFundMe and PayPal may be aimed at collecting personal and
credit card information. ARRL members are urged not to repost, forward, or respond to this request.

Tri-Town's Tentative 2018 Event Calendar
July

Kankakee Area Radio Society's Hamfest, Sunday, July 15th, Fairgrounds, Peotone, IL.

Aug

Hamfester's Hamfest, Sunday, August 5th, Will County Fairgrounds, Peotone, Il.

Aug

Bunker Social Night Friday August 17th, 7:30 PM at the Club Station W9VT.

Sept

Club Picnic, Saturday September 16th, Noon at the Monee Reservoir.

Oct

General meeting Friday October 20th, 7:30 PM at the Hazel Crest Village Hall.
Video on Guglielmo Marconi.

Nov

General meeting, Friday November 16th at the Club Station. Program
will be nomination of officers for 2018, Show and Tell, and White Elephant Sale.

Dec

Christmas Party, Friday December 21st at Aurelio's in Frankfort. Short program
for the election of officers for 2019.

Board of Directors Meetings - Second Monday of the Month, 7:30 PM at the Club Station. Members are
welcome.

Drivin the Dixie 2018
Trish N9WDG
Well it was hot and humid- and only 2 breakdowns--- not bad for vintage cars on a hot day. And if you were in
Beecher in the afternoon you would have seen the cars at Buddy’s getting a cool treat. This was the 17th
Annual and 13th year of participation for Tri-Town. This year also commemorated the Bicentennial for the State
of Illinois
Approximately 100 cars left Beecher to drive the route to Momence- which encountered a rain shower when
everyone was there. I would have to say that the Shelby that was there this year was the head turnerMany Thanks to the following volunteers:
Tom W9SRV- net control for the northern part of the course
Jerry K9PMV – PosenRiley KD9IYS and Rob- nephew/uncle for Markham and Chicago Heights
Sharon KA9IIT- Hazel Crest and Beecher
Tiny W9ZRO and Sherry KD9GPG- new to the group in Homewood
Ron WB9JYZ- Flossmoor
Pete KE9YX- Steger
Jim KB9VR- Crete
John N9DWE- Beecher
I did the net control for the southern part and finished up Momence
I will let Ed K9EGS and Todd KA9IUC let you know about the Special Events Station they ran from the bunkermade about 103 contacts.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tritownrac
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Pictures from Drivin’ the Dixie

Field Day - 2018 - Is In The Books
By Todd, KA9IUC

Tri-Town RAC participated June 23 and 24, 2018, in Field Day. The operation was from the Club's
station W9VT at the Bunker. Time was spent on the 22nd to check out the rigs and antennas. Things
went a lot smoother than last year. We had some minor problems along the way but we were quick to
overcome them. The group operated CW on 80,40,20, 15, 10 and 6, Digital on 20, Phone on 80, 40,
10 and 2. Total claimed score for the QSOs was 1440. Bonus points were 550. Total claimed score
equaled 1990 points.
The Field Day operators included Jerry K9PMV, Todd KA9IUC, Jim WD9GXU, Peter KE9YX, Ken
K9KO, Bruce WD9GHK and Ron KD9FQP. Support staff for the operation included Mark KA9OOI,
Scott KC9TGG, Trish N9WDG, Sharon KA9IIT, Matt N9OTL, Brian WD9HSY and Ed K9EGS. The list
is no particular order.
I want to thank each of you for your time and efforts to make Tri-Town's 2018 Field Day a success.
We were successful in getting some publicity for Tri-Town and Field Day. Here is a link to a Daily
Southtown article:
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/daily-southtown/news/ct-sta-amateur-radio-st-0622-story.html
I must apologize to the operators for some misguided efforts, at my direction, to obtain some bonus.
When I made the change from Class F to Class D, I did not use due diligence in studying what this
change meant to the availability of Bonus Points or contacts that could be made. We quickly learned
we could not contact other Class D station for points. Our Filed Day software told us that. When
working on the submittal to the ARRL, I learned that Class D stations cannot earn bonus points for
Public Location, Information Booth, Satellite QSO or Alternate Power (the hand cranked generator).
The last two really hurt. The guys put so much effort into making those contacts and no bonus points
were available. I feel real bad about that and am sorry I did not know that going into Field Day. The
six QSO on 2 meters did count for six points.
Thanks again for the participants efforts and whoever is running Filed Day next year must take a long
hard look at the rules and chose an appropriate station Class and what Bonus Points to try and
qualify for.

CASSIOPE Spacecraft Listens In on 2018 ARRL Field Day
The Canadian CASSIOPE (CAScade, Smallsat, and Ionospheric Polar Explorer) spacecraft once
again eavesdropped on ARRL Field Day activity. CASSIOPE’s Radio Receiver Instrument (RRI) was
tuned to 7.005 MHz during six passes over the North American continent during Field Day 2018,
although there was no advance publicity this year. The RRI is a component of the spacecraft’s
Enhanced Polar Outflow Probe (e-POP), a suite of eight science instruments that study space
weather.
We’re really happy with our results this year,” remarked Gareth Perry, a physics and astronomy
postdoctoral research associate at the University of Calgary in Canada, CASSIOPE’s home
institution. “RRI recorded plenty of chatter between Field Day participants, especially during our
passes over the eastern and central United States on the evening of [June 23].”

Tri-Town in the News for Field Day!!
Here is a link to a Daily Southtown article:
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/daily-southtown/news/ct-sta-amateur-radio-st-0622-story.html
Group promotes amateur radio in south suburbs
By Frank Vaisvilas Daily Southtown
A Southland group is hoping to attract area residents to a hobby that can be used for emergencies — amateur
radio.
The Tri-Town Radio Amateur Club will host an open house from 1 p.m. Saturday through 1 p.m. Sunday at the
Hazel Crest public works building, 3000 W. 170th Place.
The group wants visitors to learn the basics of amateur radio, also known as ham radio. Amateur radio
operators set up their own radio stations with antennas in order to communicate. “It’s very rewarding to be able
to do that,” said Todd Schumann, president of Tri-Town Radio Amateur Club.
He said the ham radio operators learn a lot about technology, physics and even meteorology through the
hobby.
And when all other communications fail during a disaster emergency responders typically turn to ham radio
operators for assistance, according to the National Association for Amateur Radio. Ham operators were called
on during Sept. 11 and immediately after Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Ham operators have to be licensed by the
FCC, mostly so they can be called upon in the event of an emergency.
To be licensed Schumann said applicants study radio theory and operational rules before taking a test. But
clubs, such as Tri-Town, help newbies settle in the hobby. Formed in 1931 by enthusiasts from Hazel Crest,
Homewood and Harvey the club today includes 40 members from all over the south suburbs.
Schumann said newcomers can borrow equipment to get started or buy used equipment from longtime
members who are looking to upgrade their stations.
He said being in a club is especially beneficial when equipment breaks and members help each other fix them
or with other technical problems.
The club meets monthly in the Hazel Crest Village Hall and operates a permanent station just to the east of
there in the bunker. It’s called the bunker because it’s an old underground water tank surrounded by at least
18-inch thick concrete walls and a ceiling. The station includes two radio towers, one at 80 feet and the other at
50 feet high. There are two other ham radio clubs in the south suburbs and more than 725,000 ham operators
in the country, Schumann said.
Additionally, there are more than 2 million ham operators worldwide, according to the National Association for
Amateur Radio.
Schumann said he’s on the air almost every day connecting with people regionally or across the globe.“It’s
perfect strangers from around the world and we have conversations,” he said.
Frank Vaisvilas is a freelancer for the Daily Southtown.
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Tri-Town Radio Amateur Club Membership Application
Name ______________________________________ Call _____________________
Address ______________________ License Class ___________ ARRL Member Y / N
City, State _____________________ Zip _____________ Phone _______________
Email Address: _______________________________________________________
____ Regular Membership
____ SWL Membership
____ Extra Family Membership

$
$
$

25.00
25.00
6.00

$ _______ Total Paid by Club Member
For Example: Regular Member, with Family (25+6) = $ 31.00

Dues are Due!
Club dues expire the first of the year so 2018 dues are now due. Your dues pay for the continued
expenses for insurance, repeater operation. Your continued support of the raffles and the
refreshment jar also helps. Dues can be paid at any meeting or sent to the clubs mailing address.
Please include a membership form so we can keep the Club’s roster up to date.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tritownrac
Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

