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Upcoming Meetings & Events
July - Friday, July 15, 2016. A social get together will be held on at the Club Station in Hazel Crest at
7:30 PM. Its vacation time so we are taking a vacation from formal meetings. Playing radio and eyeball QSOs
will be the order of the night. There will be no Raffle or formal refreshments but there might be some leftover
drinks in the fridge from Field Day.

August - Saturday, August 20, 2016.

The Annual Club Picnic will be held at Monee Reservoir
starting at noon with food at 1 PM. As in the past, the cost will be $5 per person which will include a raffle
ticket. You are asked to bring something to drink and a dish to pass. There are picnic tables and benches there
but you may want to bring a chair. The picnic is in lieu of a meeting.
Reservations: So that a head count can be made for buying food, please call Trish at 708 828 8592 or email
her at" the_jaggards@sbcglobal.net" and give her your name and number attending. Thank you.
Directions to Monee Reservoir: Proceed South from Monee on Highway 50. Turn right on Pauling Road.
However, to turn right on Pauling Road you will have to make a left turn up a short ramp and then turn right
onto Pauling Road. Proceed West on Pauling Road to Ridgeland Avenue. Turn left and go South on Ridgeland
Avenue to the entrance for the Monee Reservoir. Once in the park make the first right and drive to the South
end of the parking lot. We are in the shelter on the right. Rest rooms are located nearby.

From The President's Shack
Todd, KA9IUC.
Two of Tri-Town's annual June events are over. There was a great turnout for Driving the Dixie. Not only did 12
members cover the checkpoints along the route but we had two Special Event Stations on the air. The Beecher
station was manned by Ed, K9EGS and Bruce, WD9GHK. The Club Station was manned by myself. The
Special Event Stations logged sixty contacts. Thanks to all who gave their time and efforts to put Tri-Town's
best foot forward. A special thanks to Trish, N9WDG and Martin, WD9JGG, for their organizational work for the
event. Field Day was our next event for June. Please see my report in this issue of The Oscillator for all the
details. My only wish is that there was a better turnout of operators. I do realize it was hot, people could be
burned out from the Driving the Dixie event and that there are other things going on in people's lives besides
ham radio. Field Day is always fun for those who participate and this year it was a also learning experience. In
lieu of a July meeting there will be a social gathering at the Club Station on Friday, July 15th at 7:30 PM. The
next big event is the Club's Annual Picnic on Saturday, August 20th, 12 noon at the Monee Reservoir. Please
see details elsewhere in this issue of The Oscillator.
Remember: Check into the Sunday and Wednesday night nets to get the latest Club info. Both nets meet at 8
PM, local time, on the Club repeater, WD9HSY, 146.805 Mhz. Thanks to all who supported Driving the Dixie
and Field Day operations. Hope to see everyone at the picnic.

Ham Radio Outlet taking over Amateur Electronic Supply – see page 3
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Members of the Tri-Town Radio Club Inc. publish the Oscillator 6 times a year. Opinions expressed are not
necessarily those of the Officers or members of the Tri-Town RAC, but of the contributors. All articles may be
reprinted as long as full credit is given. Other publications are asked to reciprocate their newsletter. Some
Articles printed here are from AMSAT, ARRL Letter, TAPR, World Radio, QRZ.COM, Eham, and Other
Amateur Radio Publications.

Club Meetings & Nets
Club meetings are the 3rd Friday of each month at the Village of Hazel Crest Village Hall, 170th and Holmes.
All are welcome and refreshments will serve. Don’t forget to bring a Friend.

Club Hangouts:
The Club’s Repeater 146.805 WD9HSY/R & 146.49 Simplex
442.375 Homewood, 441.300 Grant Park WA9WLN/R, “Waldofar”
443.325 Frankfort WD9HSY/R & 147.165 Kankakee Co. WD9HSY/R
All UHF’s use a 114.8 PL & All VHF’s use a 107.2 PL

Club Nets
2 Mtr FM 49’ers Net
Wednesday, 8:00 PM Local, The Club’s Repeater 146.805 -600kc 107.2 PL
2 Mtr FM Preparedness Net Sundays, 8:00 PM local,
The Club’s Repeater 146.805 -600kc 107.2 PL
10 Mtr SSB Net
Thursdays, 8:00 PM Local, 28.490 SSB USB.
40 Mtr Tri-Town Alumni Net Weekdays, 2200 UTC
7.285 SSB LSB
80 Mtr SSB Net
Saturdays, 9am local
3.860 SSB LSB

Hamfests in the Area
07/17/2016

KARSFEST

Peotone, IL

http://w9az.com/karsfest.html

08/07/2016

Hamfesters

Peotone, IL

http://ham-ham.org

09/17/2016
09/24/2016

Peoria Superfest
RADIO EXPO

Peoria, IL
Belvidere, IL

http://www.w9uvi.org
http://chicagofmclub.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tritownrac
Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

Amateur Electronic Supply Closing after 59 Years in Business
Amateur Electronic Supply (AES) will close its doors at the end of July after 59 years in business. No reason
has been given for the decision to close the business. AES has been a premier player among Amateur Radio
equipment retailers for decades, as well as a major presence at Dayton Hamvention® and other events.
Various media outlets were informed of the closing in a brief e-mail message on July 6, but word of the closing
has not yet appeared on the retailer’s website or Facebook page.
“It’s with great sadness that I have to tell you that Amateur Electronic Supply (AES) will cease operations at the
end of this month,” AES National Sales Manager Tom Pachner, W9TJP, said in an e-mail. An employee at the
Milwaukee headquarters store, who did not wish to be identified, confirmed that the message was legitimate.
It’s believed that the AES staff was notified before the July 4th holiday weekend. In addition to the Milwaukee
store, AES operates outlets in Cleveland (Wickliffe), Las Vegas, and Orlando.
Fond-du-Lac, Wisconsin, native Terry Sterman, W9DIA (SK), founded AES in 1957 when he was just 18, after
getting into the radio-TV business by working in his father’s TV and electronics parts store. On January 1,
1998, ownership of AES shifted to Amateur Electronic Supply LLC, headed by Phil Majerus, a prominent
Wisconsin businessman. Sterman died the following year at the age of 60, after a period of ill health.
For many years, the public face of AES was its Executive Vice President Ray Grenier, K9KHW, who oversaw
marketing and advertising for the retailer from 1964 until his retirement in 2013. Grenier nearly singlehandedly
produced the famous AES catalog, as well as magazine ads. For about 20 years, he also organized the wellreceived AES Superfest, a promotional effort begun in 1995 that grew into a hamfest. In April, the AES
Superfest hosted the 2016 ARRL Wisconsin Section Convention.
Many radio amateurs reacted to the news on various online forums, expressing surprise, sadness, and dismay,
and saying they would miss AES. A few reminisced about having bought their first radios from AES.

SEE HRO / AES PRESS RELEASE ON NEXT PAGE
“Warning” Notices to ARRL E-Mail Users are Bogus
Some ARRL E-mail Forwarding Service (<call sign>@arrl.net) users have reported receiving bogus
notices with a subject line, “Warning!!! Code: WeBmAiLx2F5” or similar. These warning e-mails are
phishing attempts and did not originate with ARRL. Recipients should ignore the warning and should
not attempt to click on the link provided or to comply with its instructions.
The bogus warnings, which bear the ARRL logo, purport to originate from “IT Help Desk 2016” with a
cableone.net domain and are addressed to “Dear ARRL User.” The message instructs recipients to
update their accounts by clicking on a link and providing account information.
Ironically, the message cites “congestion and spamming in all ARRL Outlook user accounts” as the
reason for the warning and update notice, which warns that ARRL accounts will otherwise be blocked
or suspended. The ARRL would never solicit information from e-mail users in this manner.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tritownrac
Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

Ham Radio Outlet - Press Release for Immediate Release
July 12, 2016
RE: HRO-Milwaukee, Amateur Electronic Supply's closing on 7/28/2016
On July 1, 2016 Amateur Electronic Supply (AES) made the decision to close down their entire organization
and terminate all retail operations at their Las Vegas, Cleveland, Orlando and Milwaukee locations.
Upon hearing the news, and with the concurrence of AES senior management, Ham Radio Outlet (HRO) sent
senior management to each location to interview the staff with hopes of acquiring some of the Amateur Radio
retail employee talent in each of the current AES locations.
Together with this interview process, HRO examined what it would take to perhaps acquire one or more of the
AES store locations. At the time of these interviews, many opportunities were explored with current AES senior
management.
We are very excited to announce that HRO was successful in providing offers of employment to a number of
soon to be former AES employees and that to some, we have offered positions that involve HRO sponsored
and funded relocation.
We are also extremely pleased to announce that, after the closing of the Milwaukee AES location on July 28,
2016, Ham Radio Outlet will begin an extensive remodeling project to create the largest Amateur Radio retail
showroom in North America. We will open our newest and largest Ham Radio Outlet in Milwaukee at the end of
August 2016.
Effective at the closing of AES on July 28, 2016, all former AES locations' direct telephone numbers and toll
free telephone numbers will be redirected to the closest HRO location so as to not disrupt providing service to
the AES customer base. Additionally effective on July 28, 2016, the www.aesham.com website will be directed
to www.hamradio.com also so as not to disrupt service for the AES online customer base.
Steve Gilmore, National Sales Manager for HRO states, "We are extremely excited to have a store in the
Central Northern part of the United States. It will minimize shipping times for our products to be able to be
delivered in 2 days or less in most of the lower 48 United States. We are building a showplace that all must
come see! It will be expansive with massive inventory levels and a large all encompassing demonstration area
featuring nearly all of the Amateur Radio transceivers on the market today."
Robert Ferrero, President of HRO tells us, "It is with great pleasure that we are able to continue Terry Sterman
and Phil Majerus' legacy of providing a fantastic Amateur Radio store in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. It is our
immediate goal to have the largest, most well stocked Amateur Radio retail store in North America and
perhaps even the world."
HRO is a family owned business with 14 sales locations throughout the United States which includes a
formidable presence on the Internet, making it the largest Ham Radio dealership in the world.
HRO has been continually expanding with our most recent location in Plano, Texas which opened on February
2, 2015. HRO is also continuing to evolve with the relocation and expansion of our Portland store which will
open on July 25, 2016 at 14405 SW Pacific Highway, Portland, Oregon 97224.
Ham Radio Outlet - Milwaukee is located at 5710 W Good Hope Rd, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. It will be open for
business at the end of August 2016.

HRO / AES PRESS RELEASE

Tri-Town's Tentative 2016 Calendar
July
August
September
October
November
December

Vacation, no July general meeting. Radio night at the Club Station on July 15th?
Club Picnic August 20th, no August general meeting.
General meeting September 16th. S.S. Badger Ham Cruise 9/24 Contact Pete N9OWQ for info.
General meeting October 21st.
General meeting November 18th, Nominations of Officers, White Elephant Sale,
and Show and Tell, 7:30 PM at the Bunker.
General meeting and Christmas Party December 10th.

For Sale: Huslter G7-144
Some say this is the Best 2mtr Antenna made!
Only a few months in the air before storage!
EMAIL Ron WB9JYZ wb9jyz@comcast.net
$100.00 (pickup fully assembled in Homewood)

Dues for 2016 are due
Tri-Town memberships run from the first of the year till the end of the year. Please renew your membership or
start a new one now. Dues are the same as last year. Regular membership is $25. Family members are $6.
Membership applications can be found in each issue of The Oscillator. Please be sure to keep your mailing
address, phone number and email address up to date. Thank you for your support of Tri-Town with your 2016
membership.

FCC Investigating Amateur Radio VEC Processing Glitch
The FCC information technology staff is continuing to look into why the Universal Licensing System (ULS) Electronic
Batch Filing (EBF) system has stopped processing at least some - and perhaps all - Amateur Radio exam session files
and applications. The stoppage, which began on June 28, initially affected the handling of all Amateur Radio Volunteer
Examiner Coordinator (VEC) and commercial license applications, said ARRL VEC Manager Maria Somma, AB1FM, who
alerted the FCC IT Department. Somma said that by June 30, it appeared that the FCC had corrected the broader
problem, and processing of most Amateur Radio VEC and commercial applications and exam session files had resumed.
"The fix for the ARRL VEC remains elusive, however," said Somma. "I assumed the issue would be cleared up quickly as
the FCC has done in the past." She added, that the FCC has been unwilling to reveal the extent of the problem, which she
believes still could be affecting applications from outside the ARRL VEC.
According to Somma, resolving the problem has been escalated to Priority 1 at the FCC, and resources have been
reprioritized to address the issue.
"I have been in contact with the FCC every day inquiring about their progress and will continue to do so until the problem
is resolved," Somma said. "I have also asked them to provide us with an alternate filing option as soon as possible."
Somma said that as of July 6, the ARRL VEC had more than 900 applications and nearly 275 exam sessions in the queue
and awaiting FCC processing.
"As soon as the FCC staff discovers and corrects the EBF system problem, we will immediately file the backlog, which
would take only a day or so to release," Somma estimated.
She said a lot of candidates and volunteer examiners have begun asking why new call signs or license upgrades have not
yet been issued, and she is sympathetic with their concerns. "We usually transmit the exam sessions to FCC as soon as
possible, which is 24 to 48 hours from the day they are received in our office," she said. "Therefore, questions from the
field about the delay are understandable."

Drivin' the Dixie 2016
Trish N9WDG
NO RAIN!!!!! Plenty of sunshine and warm weather brought out approximately 125-130 cars this year for the
event. There were even those who were following the cars down the route just to see the Ecto 1 and Ban One
(can you guess from which movie ???) along with vintage motorcycles, vintage cars, just to name a few. Some
of the cars did overheat and did not make the whole trip---A HUGE THANK YOU to the volunteers for their time- this went very quickly then in years past and there were
some issues with the map too but all went well and smoothly to the end.
Tom W9SRV along with Westin and Ashley- net control and Blue Island
Rob, Trish N9WDG's husband for helping out in Posen, tagging along with Tom until Chicago Heights, and
going the whole route to Momence
Pete KE9YX- for both Markham and Crete at the Park---- did you really roller skate at Markham???
Sharon, KA9IIT in Hazel Crest- had the best spread of food---- and visiting with old friends
Martin WD9JGG in Homewood and had the Knights of Columbus from St Joseph Parish to help him
Doug WB9YSW in Flossmoor- thank you for going to the service station and enjoying the show
Ken K9KO and Sandy KA9GMB in Steger- they didn't have to stamp this year and enjoyed the show
Ron WB9JYZ in Crete at the Tavern on the Green- and by the lemonade and young lady serving
Mark KA9MDJ in Beecher- and the Special Events Station setup in the shade along with Bruce WD9GHK, Ed
K9EGS and Todd KA9IUC at the bunker
Gary W9GUN in Grant Park- sitting in the shade right by the Drunken Monkey Smokehouse
Yours truly did Posen- then Chicago Heights and made it to Momence- stamping along the way and taking
pictures. Thanks to all again

Field Day 2016
Another Field Day has come and gone. This year the bands were only so-so but contacts were made
including a satellite contact due the diligence of Peter, KE9YX and support of Jim, WD9GXU. Other
operators included ED, K9EGS, Brian, WD9HSY, Bruce WD9GHK, Jerry, K9LOT, Leonard,
KA9SMH, and Todd, KA9IUC. Ed and Brian provided copied of the Field Day Message. We all
learned a few things about the equipment, logging programs and proper equipment adjustments.
Thanks to Matt, N9OTL for making a food run Saturday night. Contacts included 76 Digital and 158
Phone for a Claimed QSO Score of 620. Total bonus points claimed were 1150. The highlights of the
bonus points were the satellite contact and the contacts made with Bruce's hand crank generator.
Total points for Field Day were 1770. Thanks to all who supported Field Day.

The W1AW Operating Schedule may be found on the web at:
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-operating-schedule
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tritownrac
Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

Inter. Tribunal Rules Against China Regarding S China Sea Reefs
A ruling from an international tribunal discounting China’s claims with respect to Scarborough Reef and the
Spratlys could complicate efforts to mount another DXpedition to the rare and remote South China Sea DXCC
entities. The Permanent Court of Arbitration in the Hague ruled this week in favor of the Philippines in a dispute
with China over Scarborough Reef — also known as Scarborough Shoal. A 2016 DXpedition has been
reported to be in the works. The tribunal said that although navigators and fishermen from China and other
states have historically made use of South China Sea islands, there was no evidence that China had
historically exercised exclusive control over the waters or resources. According to the tribunal, China had
violated the Philippines’ sovereign rights and has caused “severe harm to the coral reef environment” by
building artificial islands and an air strip. China, which refused to take part in the arbitration, said it would not
be bound by the tribunal’s ruling. China claims almost all of the South China Sea, including reefs and islands
also claimed by other countries, but the tribunal made clear that its ruling did not address issues of territorial
sovereignty.
In April 2015, a Chinese naval vessel “harassed a Philippine Air Force patrol flight in the Spratlys,” according to
one news account, by firing an illumination round. The incident postponed a Philippine Navy flight that was to
evacuate an ailing participant of the just-ended DX0P Spratly Islands DXpedition. More recently, a private
aircraft carrying a BBC reporter received radio warnings from the Chinese Navy to stay away from the South
China Sea reefs and islands that China claims.
The Spratlys are claimed in whole or in part by China, the Philippines, Vietnam, and other countries. The
Philippines National Telecommunications Commission issued the DX0P license.
During the May 2007, the BS7H DXpedition to Scarborough Reef — at the time the most-wanted DXCC entity
— team members, under a license issued by the People’s Republic of China, operated from wooden platforms
mounted atop each of the reef’s four rocks that are exposed during high tide.
The Philippines has stated that no amount of artificial reclamation can change the status of the islands’
features for the purposes of the UN Convention.

Dayton Hamvention® Tops 25K for 2ND Year in a Row
Given the level of enthusiasm at the 2016 running of Dayton Hamvention® in mid-May, attendance may have
seemed up, but for all intents and purposes, it held steady at 25,364 visitors, event officials report. That figure
was down only slightly from the 25,621 attendees reported for 2015, but above the 25,000 mark for the second
year in a row. For those keeping track, in 2014 the official count was 24,873 visitors, and attendance in 2013
was 24,542.
Hamvention attendance peaked in 1993 at 33,669, before the 1996 change in date from April to May. While
attendance has fluctuated over the years, Hamvention has grown to international proportions, attracting
members of the worldwide Amateur Radio community each spring.
The Dayton Amateur Radio Association (DARA) has sponsored Hamvention since 1952. Originally called the
Southwestern Ohio Ham-vention, the inaugural event, held in March in downtown Dayton, attracted 600
attendees — twice as many as had been predicted. Today it is the world’s largest Amateur Radio gathering.
DARA now is counting down the days to the next Hamvention on May 19-21, 2017. Hamvention’s new General
Chairman is Ron Cramer, KD8ENJ, who succeeded Jim Tiderman, N8IDS. Tiderman reported an “overall good
mood” and “a positive attitude” at this year’s event and said the Hamvention staff received many upbeat
comments.Hamvention’s post-show “Satisfaction Survey” is soliciting comments and observations from those
who attended this year’s big show. Three survey respondents will be selected to receive two tickets to the 2017
Hamvention. The ticket drawing will take place on August 22. — Thanks to Henry Ruminski, W8HJR

Decades of Satellite Contacts Net Satellite WAS for Ohio Ham
It took Bob Liddy, K8BL, of Mentor, Ohio, nearly 4 decades to achieve Worked All States via satellite and earn
WAS Satellite Award #341, although he wasn’t really gunning for the award for all that time. His contacts
spanned 38 years, and he submitted QSL cards to claim the award. His oldest satellite QSL card was from
W7LSV in Oregon, for an Oscar 8 Mode A CW contact in 1978.
Liddy did not realize until he started going through his QSL cards to submit for awards at Dayton Hamvention®
that he might have completed WAS on satellite. An AMSAT member since 1979, Liddy said he was “not in the
hunt very seriously,” but he determined that had, indeed, worked all 50 states and was only lacking a card from
Vermont.
“Happily, it was Nick, KB1RVT, who I knew was always good for a confirmation, which he quickly returned,
confirming our contact via SO-50 FM on January 4, 2016,” he said. — Thanks to AMSAT News Service

ISS Crew with Two Radio Amateurs now in Orbit
NASA astronaut Kate Rubins, KG5FYJ, astronaut Takuya Onishi, KF5LKS, of the Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency (JAXA), and cosmonaut Anatoly Ivanishin of Roscosmos launched early on July 7 from
the Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan and now are in Earth orbit. Their eventual destination is the
International Space Station (ISS).
An upgraded Soyuz MS-01 spacecraft on its maiden voyage carried Rubins, Onishi, and Ivanishin into space.
The crew will test modified systems for a couple of days — 34 Earth orbits — before docking with the ISS
Rassvet module on July 9. According to NASA, the modified Soyuz is equipped with upgraded thrusters that
are fully redundant, additional micrometeoroid debris shielding, redundant electrical motors for the Soyuz
docking probe, and increased power with more photovoltaic cells on the spacecraft’s solar arrays. Expedition
48 Commander Jeff Williams, KD5TVQ, of NASA, and Flight Engineers Oleg Skripochka, RN3FU, and Alexey
Ovchinin of Roscosmos will greet their new crewmates, once the hatches between the Soyuz and the ISS have
been opened. The Expedition 48 crew members will continue experiments in biology, biotechnology, physical
science, and Earth science.
Rubins, Onishi, and cosmonaut Ivanishin will replace Expedition 47 Commander Tim Kopra, KE5UDN; Flight
Engineer Tim Peake, KG5BVI/GB1SS, and Yuri Malenchenko, RK3DUP, who returned to Earth in mid-June
after a little more than 6 months in space.
The trio will spend approximately 4 months on station and will return to Earth in October. Williams, Skripochka,
and Ovchinin will return to Earth in September.

The K7RA Solar Update
Tad Cook, K7RA, Seattle, reports: The recent zero-sunspot period of June 23 through July 4 ended with the
appearance of a single sunspot group (2560) on Tuesday, July 5. Sunspot numbers were 23, 11, and 25,
respectively, on July 5-7.
Compared to the previous week, the average daily sunspot number rose from zero to 4.9. Average daily solar
flux declined from 75.6 to 73.1, while the average planetary A index dropped from 9 to 6.7, and the average
mid-latitude A index declined from 9.1 to 8.3.
Predicted solar flux shows a rising trend for the next few days, with flux values from USAF/NOAA at 84 and 85
on July 8-9; 86 on July 10-14; 80 on July 15; 74 on July 16; 72 on July 17-30; 74 on July 31-August 12, and 72
on August 13 and beyond.

Solar Power Systems Often Do Not Comply with EMC
Standards, VERON Says
The Netherlands national Amateur Radio society VERON has reported on spectrum pollution problems
caused by residential solar panel installations. VERON maintains that electrical systems in the European Union
such as solar panel installations must comply with applicable EU electromagnetic compatibility (EMC)
standards. These limit the electromagnetic fields that an electrical system — such as the combination of solar
panel, inverter, and associated wiring — may emit.
The VERON report cited a 2014 study in 14 European countries by the EU EMC Administrative Cooperation
Working Group, which found that this emission limit more often than not is exceeded.
“Only 33 percent of surveyed inverters linked to solar panels met the 2014 European EMC emission
requirements,” VERON said in a report on its website. “The situation has hardly improved, evidenced by the
fact that radio amateurs are increasingly subject to interference from solar panel installations.” It pointed out
that the interference can be extreme and cover a wide swath of Amateur Radio spectrum.

House Energy and Commerce Committee Action on
Amateur Radio Parity Act Reset for July 12
The full House Energy and Commerce Committee markup of the Amateur Radio Parity Act (H.R. 1301) and
four other bills has been rescheduled for July 12. Originally set for June 23, the session was postponed after
the committee, with most members absent, convened on June 22 for about 10 minutes to hear opening
statements. If necessary, the markup session will continue into the next day.
The panel, chaired by Rep Fred Upton (R-MI), will consider H.R. 1301 and an “Amendment in the Nature of a
Substitute to H.R. 1301,” when it meets this week. In June, the ARRL and the Community Associations
Institute (CAI) — the national association of homeowners associations (HOAs) announced that they had
reached consensus on the bill’s provisions. Rep Upton called H.R. 1301 “legislation to protect the rights of
Amateur Radio operators,” in a statement he released on June 22.
While not among the 126 cosponsors of H.R. 1301, Upton said he was looking forward to advancing the five
measures out of committee. Committee sessions are streamed live.
Section 3 of the substitute language for H.R. 1301 establishes that private land use restrictions may not
prevent Amateur Radio communications, but may require licensees to obtain approval from a community
association prior to installing an outdoor antenna. Community associations would be permitted to establish
reasonable rules concerning aesthetics and installation requirements.
ARRL General Counsel Chris Imlay, W3KD, has said the substitute bill would guarantee that a radio amateur
living in a deed-restricted community — including condominium or townhouse communities — could install and
maintain an “effective outdoor antenna.” He said the agreement was achieved without disrupting 30 years of
zoning case law that has interpreted the PRB-1 federal preemption and protected radio amateurs from
overregulation by zoning authorities. The bill incorporates the basic tenets of PRB-1.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tritownrac
Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

ARRL 600 Mtr (461 to 472 KHz) Experiment Reports
202,400+ Hrs of Operation, 0 Interference Complaints
The ARRL 600 Meter Experiment under the WD2XSH Part 5 Experimental license reports that no
interference complaints have been received from other services operating in the 465-515 kHz band over the
course of more than 202,400 hours of operation, nor was interference from other operations an issue for any of
the experiment’s participants. That statistic was contained in the Experiment’s March 1 to May 31, 2016,
report, prepared by Experiment Coordinator Fritz Raab, W1FR, with participants Rudy Severns, N6LF, and
John Langridge KB5NJD, and released on July 3. Utilities’ expressed fears of interference to their unlicensed
PLC systems prompted the FCC to consider regulatory provisions that include a possible notification
requirement by some radio amateurs to utilities with systems in the pending 630 meter (472-479 kHz) and
2200 meter (135.7-137.8 kHz) bands, prior to operating. Utilities use unlicensed PLC systems to control parts
of the electrical power grid.
The latest WD2XSH update reported another 16 contacts on the pending 630 meter band, for a total of 578.
The Amateur Radio community continues to wait for the FCC to release a Report and Order spelling out
service rules and operational requirements for the two bands — both of which have become available in more
than a dozen other countries, including Canada. The ARRL petitioned the FCC in 2012 to carve out the same
band for US hams.
“When the FCC grants amateur access to the band from 472 to 479 kHz, I will restrict operation under the
experimental license to 461 to 472 kHz,” Raab said in the report. “This will clear the amateur frequencies while
allowing the experimenters to run unattended propagation beacons without using the limited bandwidth that will
be available to amateurs.” Earlier this year he asked that the ARRL renew the WD2XSH experimental license
while awaiting FCC action on 630 meters and 2200 meters.
In an ex parte statement filed on March 10 with the FCC, the ARRL asked the Commission not to adopt “an
overbroad” requirement for notification of utilities in advance of intended Amateur Radio operation on the
pending 2200 and 630 meter bands.
According to the report, activity on 630 meters continued through the spring, despite increasing noise levels
and deteriorating propagation. “This spring was characterized by bad weather that was more persistent than
normal,” the report recounted. “This kept a number of operators off the air a good deal of the time.”
Band conditions overall were described as “variable.” The path to Australia from North America was reported to
have been good and “relatively predictable,” while the paths to Europe and Japan have been less active.

Navassa Island K1N DXpedition -- Best Communication Award
DxCoffee and the DXUniversity have conveyed the 2015 Best Communication Award to the Navassa Island
K1N DXpedition, which took place in February 2015.
“This DXpedition deserved our recognition for having captivated the ham community in the difficult task to
activate this very rare entity after many years’ attempts,” the announcement said. The award sponsors pointed
to the Navassa Island DXpedition website and the numerous daily updates while the operation was under way,
which included directions and advice to increase DXers’ chances of making a contact.
The sponsors also appreciated the posted photos and “especially the video, made with a GoPro camera,
mounted on Jerry, WB9Z’s head.” The sponsors said the K1N DXpedition also made judicious use of social
media.

Tri-Town Radio Amateur Club Inc.
PO Box 1296
Homewood, IL 60430-0296
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First Class Mail

Tri-Town Radio Amateur Club Membership Application
Name ______________________________________ Call _____________________

Address ______________________ License Class ___________ ARRL Member Y / N
City, State _____________________ Zip _____________ Phone _______________
Email Address: _______________________________________________________
____ Regular Membership
____ SWL Membership
____ Extra Family Membership

$
$
$

25.00
25.00
6.00

$ _______ Total Paid by Club Member
For Example: Regular Member, with Family (25+6) = $ 31.00

Dues are Due!
Club dues expire the first of the year so 2016 dues are now due. Your dues pay for the continued
expenses for insurance, repeater operation . Your continued support of the raffles and the
refreshment jar also helps. Dues can be paid at any meeting or sent to the clubs mailing address.
Please include a membership form so we can keep the Club’s roster up to date.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tritownrac
Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

