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Upcoming Meetings
January Meeting - Friday, 1/16/15, 8 PM, at the Hazel Crest Village Hall.
This will be a busy meeting. The main item of business will be the election of Officers and Board member for
2015. Nominations are still open for President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and one Board member.
The Board position is for a non-past officer. The current slate includes Scott Heath for President, Matt
Schumann for Vice-President, Jim Everard for Secretary, Trish Jaggard for Treasurer and Randy Iliff for Board
member. Club leadership is most important. Please give it the attention it deserves. Program for the evening is
still to be determined. If you have something you wish to present, contact any officer. Refreshments will be
available as well as raffle tickets for the door prize.

February Meeting - Friday, 2/20/15, 8 PM, Hazel Crest Village Hall.
The program will be by Brian Davis, W9HLQ and he will give a presentation on Flex Radio. The presentation
will include working Flex Radios. The evening will include the usual business meeting. Refreshments will be
available as well as raffle tickets for the door prize. Please plan on attending what is sure to be an interesting
presentation and bring a friend.

Raffle Held for Dual Band Radio
The drawing for the Baofeng UV-5RA dual band hand held radio was held at the Club’s Christmas Party.
Congratulations go to the winner, Peter, KE9YX. Thanks to all who supported the raffle. Since the radio was
donated, all raffle ticket proceeds went to the Club’s treasury.

Dues are Due!
Club dues expire the first of the year so 2015 dues are now due. The Board voted to increase the dues from
$20 to $25 for 2015. The increase is due to continued expenses for insurance, repeater operation and the
gradual reduction in membership. Your continued support of the raffles and the refreshment jar also helps.
Dues can be paid at any meeting or sent to the clubs mailing address. Please include a membership form so
we can keep the Club’s roster up to date.

ARRL Publishes Field Day 2014 Results
The December issue of QST contained the 2014 results. Some basic number about the event include
1,285,589 total QSOs were made, 37,428 people participated and a total of 2686 entries. Tri – Town was in
class 4F and totaled 1670 points. This score placed the Club fifteenth out of twenty three in 4F.

Highlights from January 2015 QST
ARRL has announced the establishment of an online Library at www.arrl.org/library. It will go live in early January 2015.
See page 80 of the December 2015 QST for more information on the Library. Also, the FCC will issue paper licenses only
at the licensee’s request. More information on how to use the Universal Licensing System (ULS) to request printed copies
can be found on page 82 of the January 2015 QST.

Officers, Board Members, & Committee Heads for 2015:
Ed Stroh, K9EGS
Matt Schumann, N9OTL
Jim Everand, WD9GXU
Trish Jaggard, N9WDG
Todd Schumann, KA9IUC
Bruce Haffner, WD9GHK
Tom Gunderson, W9SRV
Brian J. Bedoe, WD9HSY

President
VP, Chair. of Board
Secretary
Treasurer
Director
W9VT Trustee, Dir
Webmaster, W9VT
Repeater Trustee,
Oscillator Editor, Dir.

708.877-5204
708.423.7066
708.748.6798
708.957.1973
708.423.7066
708.614.6134
815.466-0245
815.469.1383

K9EGS@hotmail.com

mattschumann@yahoo.com
None @ No I’ don’t have one
the_jaggards@sbcglobal.net
tschum3063@aol.com
WD9GHK@comcast.net
webmaster@w9vt.org
Bbedoe@aol.com

Members of the Tri-Town Radio Club Inc. publish the Oscillator 6 times a year. Opinions expressed are not
necessarily those of the Officers or members of the Tri-Town RAC, but of the contributors. All articles may be
reprinted as long as full credit is given. Other publications are asked to reciprocate their newsletter. Some
Articles printed here are from AMSAT, ARRL Letter, TAPR, World Radio, QRZ.COM, Eham, and Other
Amateur Radio Publications.

Club Meetings & Nets
Club meetings are the 3rd Friday of each month at the Village of Hazel Crest Village Hall, 170th and
Holmes. All are welcome and refreshments will serve. Don’t forget to bring a Friend.

Official Club 2 Mtr hangouts:
146.49 Simplex, & The Club’s Repeater 146.805 WD9HSY/R

Unofficial Club Hang Outs:
442.375 Homewood, 441.300 Grant Park WA9WLN/R, “Waldofar”
443.325 Frankfort WD9HSY/R & 147.165 Kankakee Co. WD9HSY/R
All UHF’s use a 114.8 PL & All VHF’s use a 107.2 PL

Club Nets
2 Mtr FM 49’ers Net
10 Mtr SSB Net
2 Mtr FM Weather Net
Tri-Town Alumni Net

Wed, 8:00 PM Local, on The Club’s Repeater 146.805 -600kc 107.2 PL
Thursdays, 8:00 PM Local, 28.490.
Sundays, 8:00 PM local, on The Club’s Repeater 146.805 -600kc 107.2 PL
Monday through Friday, 2200 UTC on 7.285 MHz SSB

Hamfests in the Area
Jan

18

Wheaton Hamfest

Kane Co Fair Grds

http://w9ccu.org/wheatonhamfest/

MAY 3??
16-18

Kishwaukee ARC
Dayton Hamvention

Sandwich, IL
Dayton, OH

www.w9icu.com/flyer.html
www.hamvention.org

JUNE 7
21

Starved Rock Club
6m Club of Chicago

Princeton
Wheaton

www.qsl.net/w9mks/hamfest.htm
www.k9ona.com

Membership supports the Club Station, The Club Repeater, The Website,
The Oscillator and many Club Activities!

From The President's Desk
Ed Stroh - K9EGS
This is my last Oscillator article as president of Tritown Radio Amateur Club. At the upcoming meeting this
month, January 16th, we will be having the club elections and I will be officiating my last meeting as president.
Normally the December meeting should have been my last month as president, but due to the Christmas party
being held at Aurelio's, we did not feel that we could carry on any type of proper meeting or elections in the
restaurant atmosphere. So we postponed things until the January meeting.
I thank you for the opportunity to serve as Tritown president for this past year and I hope that most of your
opinions of me were that I did at least a half way decent job. Here are some of the things that I worked on for
the good of the club:
 I did a program presentation at the January meeting about a computer logging program that I
personally use.
 I arranged for 2 other programs to be presented for the March and April monthly meetings.
Unfortunately one of them fell through, due to the program presenter canceling at the last minute.
 I worked on featuring club publicity in local newspapers.
 I conferred with a couple of other area ham club presidents to get ideas about things that Tritown could
do to promote our club as well as possible fund raising activity.
 I suggested that we think about participating in some local fests in various nearby towns during the
Summer months by setting up a booth and possibly a portable station to make our presence known and
attract a few new hams to the club. Unfortunately that only happened once in Blue Island during the
"Drivin' The Dixie" event.
 In order to keep the membership informed about the club, I submitted an article for the Presidents
column for every month the Oscillator was published during 2014, except November.
 During 2014 I attended 9 out of the 10 regular monthly meetings and 10 out of the 11 monthly board
meetings.
I am not informing you of these things that I have worked on just to "blow my own horn." I am not interested in
any receiving any glory or notoriety. I am telling you these things to let you know that I took the job of
President seriously and I have always tried to do what I thought were the right things for the good of the club.
Whoever becomes the new Tritown president for 2015, I hope that you will support him, as well as all the hard
working club officers and board members who do a fine job running this club. We have a good club and a good
bunch of people in it. Please support the club as a whole by coming to the meetings regularly, by paying your
yearly dues on time, and contributing whatever possible with your time and talents.

SPAR Announces Winter Field Day 2015 Jan 24-25, 2015
Field Day is perhaps the most popular of the many activities enjoyed by Amateurs. Every June the bands come
alive with improvised signals proving the ability to respond to emergencies. The event also offers an
opportunity for camaraderie and a chance to test ourselves in less than ideal circumstances, however,
emergencies and natural disasters don't always happen in the summer. Winter winds, icy limbs and bitter cold
replace the thunderstorms and blistering heat of summer. To test our abilities to operate in the winter, in 2007
SPAR established the 1st Winter Field Day event and invited all Amateur Radio operators to participate. In the
years since, the event was enjoyed by many and considered a success and has been designated an annual
event to be held the last full weekend each January. Therefore it is time to issue the invitation for the Ninth
Annual SPAR Winter Field Day!
The 2015 Winter Field Day will be held from 1700 UCT (12:00 noon EST) Saturday January 24, 2015 through
1700 UCT (12:00 noon EST) Sunday January 25, 2015. The object of the event is familiar to most Amateur
Radio operators: set up emergency-style communications and make as many contacts as possible during the
24 hour period. The rules encourage as many contacts on as many bands and modes as possible, because
during a real emergency, the most important factor is the ability to communicate, regardless of band, mode or
distance. SPARs website: http://www.spar-hams.org/index.php

My Week as W1AW/9 -- Playing Radio, Riding High!
From Brian WD9HSY
I had a great opportunity as one of the 45+ operators during the recent ARRL Centennial QSO Party. It was a
blast, almost always a pile up, and it was fast and furious. Like Field Day, but on steroids! Here is what
happened. Official ARRL website for the info: http://www.arrl.org/centennial-qso-party

Back round
The ARRL Centennial QSO Party is a year-long operating event that celebrates hams making contacts. In the end you will
have accumulated points, worked new stations and made new friends all over the world. The Centennial QSO Party is
made-up of two main activities: (1) W1AW operating portable in each state and most territories; and (2) The Centennial
Points Challenge which is the accumulation of points from qualifying contacts made throughout 2014.
Each State and Territory operated W1AW for 2 weeks. Illinois had it in June and in December. I was one of about 45
st
operators from all over the state to be asked to, “Work the pile ups” from Illinois. At 1 I thought this maybe just some
hype, like dreaming about super Field Day Scores, but after working the June operation and then I heard the first week of
Illinois rotation netted 55,000 QSO’s!! As of this writing, only MD and PA had more QSO’s in any one week and there is
only 3 weeks to go. The ARRL has just short of 3,000,000 QSO’s logged for this operation so far! That’s right 3 million
logged QSO’s! The numbers are not all in, but it looks like Illinois will number 1 or 2 in total QSO (over 100,000)
I asked where they needed the help. Can you do Digital? I was a little tired of “Screaming” into the mic during Field Day’s
of the past few years, so why not? “Sure! I will play digital.” There was a strong RTTY group so I was on PSK-31, PSK63, PSK-125, and yes even PSK-250….. I am OK at PSK, but no Superman… yet! Talk about a fast learning curve. (You
learn quickly after there are a few hundred QSO’s in the log.)
I do not have to tell anyone that has played during Field Day, about all the crazies that come out. “It’s Wall to Wall and
Treetop Tall” to steal an old phase from 11 Mtrs. Sometimes its conditions or the other operators! WE HAD BOTH!

Learning the Software:
During the June week I had limited time to operate due to babysitting the Granddaughter for the whole week. I had simple
software and was hand logging the contacts but still managed to knock off 400+ QSO’s…. I thought that was OK, but not
stellar. The guys in charge of the operation thought 400 was great, but I thought they were just being nice. I decided to
get into this “PSK thing” a little deeper and went on to knock off another 300+ QSO’s during Field Day weekend as
WD9HSY.
As anyone that made the conversion from paper logs to computer logging during Field Day learns that it is a pain in the
butt at first, but somewhere before your first few dozen QSO’s are logged, you fall in love with it …. Maybe even before
st
the 1 dupe!! I made the conversion over to FLDigi (a multi-mode digital software package) and started to screw around
with it over the summer. That was some SWEET software!
Compared to the old teleprinters of the 70’s and 80’s, This newer software is the cat’s meow. Simple logging, canned
macros, easy on the eye screens, and a large waterfall make it very easy to use. Some of you reading this may not
understand that the last sentence, so here we go…. Simple Logging, just click on the call sign and it drops it into the log.
If it’s a dupe, it pops up RED…. Easy! Canned Macros …. Those are your standard responses like, “<CALL> de
W1AW/9 RST 599 IL TU 73 SK Bye Bye BK QRZ?” All that can be programmed as a macro and the software goes
back to the log, grabs the call sign and plugs it in…. In 2 clicks of the mouse you get the call, its logged and your saying
NEXT PLEASE! So you set up simple macros like QRZ? 73, Long and Short CQ’s and away you go. I even set up a
macro for the annoying HAM that wants to be in the log 4 or 5 times (in an hour) so I would send: “W9VT de W1AW/9
RST 599 IL TU Can you PSE Spot me on the DX Cluster? 73 SK Bye BK QRZ?” I would say that it worked 50% of the
time!
The main screen has a waterfall (digital display of the signals) that was size adjustable as well as the type set on receive
and transmit. It made it easy to see and it was adjustable.
Continued on page 2 …..

Continued from page 1 …..

Time to Play W1AW/9 …. Magic in a Call Sign
All that said, I am ready to play radio! Betsy N9FUW (my XYL) was happy to let me play, (I don’t think she knows how
many hours I really operated) and I only had to babysit a couple of hours during the December week of Illinois time.
Every state has 2 full weeks, 0000z Wednesday to 2359z Tuesday to log as many QSO’s as possible. That’s 161 hours to
rd
bang in as many QSO’s as possible….. Illinois made 55,000 QSO’s during the first week back in June (3 highest weekly
total) ….. Can we do 75,000 for week two? The highest total for any week was PA with just under 62,000 QSO’s.
So what makes this so Special? The Call sign … W1AW … It’s the special of special call signs. When you hear it or
see it you want to work it! Ask anyone who has had the chance to play at HQ or wanted to work rare DX! It’s like when
you hear an Alaska or Hawaii station; you just want to work them. I expected it to be magical and I wasn’t disappointed.
Right from the start I was working 50-60 QSO’s an hour. At one point 3 and 4 hams deep and the software made it
possible to queue up 3 or 4 call signs and line them up to transmit replies. It wasn’t that hard either. Because it was point
and click rather than paper logging you could concentrate on getting them in the log with a good call rather one that was
digitally “mashed up”
I spent most of my time on 20-15-10 mtrs. I had the choice of a Mosley TA-33 Tri-Bander @ 75 ft, a Hustler 5BTV
Vertical, and a double G5RV at the house and spent most of my time bouncing between the TA-33 and the Hustler 5BTV.
I would also say that the Vertical outperformed the Double G5RV most of the time on 40/20/15/10. Another story maybe?

Time Flies, when you’re having Fun!
As I said earlier, I operated way more than I should have. But the results were there. I made over 1475 contacts (up
from 400 in June) and operated 54 hours over the week or about 8 hours a day! The result was around 27 QSO’s an hour
which isn’t bad if you ever played on PSK-31. PSK-31 is kind of slow, kind of like watching paint dry. The format of any
digital mode is not really built for speed. If you’re in a contest, yes you can use a faster format that other contesters
recognize, but this is one of those situations where you want speed, but you need to be a good operator / neighbor too. I
sent, “Thank You, you’re in the log!! TU 73 SK BK QRZ?” on every end transmission because a lot of hams don’t know
what TU SK BK QRZ means in that order, or they are just use to hitting the next macro that tells me their life history and
brag tape. Yes, that sounds bad, I know, but when you are blazing along and you get hit by casual user/rag chewer you
go back to the old standby message, ….
“W9VT de W1AW/9 RST 599 IL TU Can you PSE Spot me on the DX Cluster? 73 SK Bye BK QRZ?”
Of the 1475 QSO’s about 780 (53%) were USA hams and 695 (47%) were DX stations. The top DX countries I worked
were Italy, Germany, Japan, and Canada in that order. Those 4 countries made up just under half of the DX stations. 67%
of my contacts with Japan came during a 15 mtr opening in mid afternoon. I had a run of around 60-65 Japanese
contacts in a 45-60 minute period. WOW! I thought it was also interesting that the Japanese hams kept asking me go up
in speed to PSK-63, 125 and 250. I made around 95-100 contacts with Japan. The Data was flying, but you had to be
there, JA’s didn’t show up the rest of the week due to conditions. I asked if any of the other W1AW ops had any luck with
JA’s later in the week, I was told, “No, they all had to go to work.”
I spent most of my time on 20-15-10 mtrs. I made a few on 40 when 20/15/10 was dead but I wasn’t and still wanted to
play. I made 35 QSO’s on 40, 510 on 20, 1 on 17, 663 on 15 and 271 on 10 mtrs. I expected to spend most of my time
on PSK-31, but I was being asked or called at the higher speeds. About 67% (1066) of the contacts were on PSK-31, 330
on PSK-63, 90 on PSK-125, and 6 on PSK-250. After the Logs were put together I made all but 13 of the higher speed
PSK-63, 125, and 250 contacts (413 of 426)

Not their cup of Tea
As with any operation, there were some that seemed to be less than happy with anything other than a long rag chew. I
was TOLD by one western state ham, “What the hell is this, you call that a QSO? Take me out of your log right now!”
Being an ARRL member and what I thought was a courteous ham, I sent back, “Sorry, 73 TU SK BK QRZ?”
BUT, I did NOT ask him to spot me on the DX Cluster!
To say the least, it was fun, exhilarating, and an over the top experience all rolled up into one! Running a pile-up doing
50-60 QSO’s while drinking Coffee and eating a sandwich…OH, that’s the life! and That’s why I didn’t spot myself on
the DX Cluster! ………….. let’s do it again!

ARRL Centennial “the Most Extraordinary Event”
ARRL President Kay Craigie, N3KN
As the ARRL’s Centennial drew to a close, ARRL President Kay Craigie, N3KN, reflected that the year-long
celebration helped to rejuvenate Amateur Radio by including as many people as possible, providing lots of onthe-air fun, and promoting learning and doing. She also believes that the spirit of the Centennial will live on
going forward, as Amateur Radio enters its second century.
“The ARRL Centennial has been the most extraordinary event in my Amateur Radio life,” President Craigie
remarked. “How fortunate I am to have been a ham in this anniversary year, let alone to have been President
of the ARRL.”
President Craigie said that Centennial activities, such as the Centennial QSO Party and the W1AW portable
operations in all 50 US states and some territories, were aimed at giving members a chance to learn, to feel,
and to do, and in the process generating positive feelings about being a part of Amateur Radio and of the
ARRL. “We wanted members to have fun participating in activities, both in person — at the national and
regional conventions — and on the air,” she recounted. “We wanted the events and experiences to be inclusive
— something all members could participate in, if they wanted to.”
So, every member was given a point value in the Centennial QSO Party. And, recognizing that not everyone
could come to the National Centennial Convention in Hartford, the League designated several major ham radio
gatherings around the US as regional centennial conventions, so everyone would have an opportunity to
participate. Convention forums as well as information and articles in QST and in electronic media provided
something every member could learn from and enjoy, she said.
“I recall suggesting that we could move W1AW around the country,” she said. I was just thinking about the call
areas, but the staff exploded that into every state and several territories.”
“Because of the good work done by the ARRL Headquarters staff and a huge number of enthusiastic
volunteers all over the country, the Centennial successfully achieved those goals beyond what we were able to
imagine,” President Craigie said. “Thousands of ARRL members chased W1AW and worked each other across
the bands and modes, having tremendous fun doing it. In QSOs and on their QSL cards, members told me
how much they appreciate what the ARRL does for Amateur Radio.”
President Craigie said that as the Centennial year played out, people were stopping by on her frequency just to
say how much fun they’d had helping the League to celebrate its 100th anniversary. “One member said he had
not been on HF for 20 years, sticking to VHF, but got back on HF for the Centennial. Another member said he
thought the events have been a huge shot in the arm for Amateur Radio.”
“It really is all about the people and the fun,” she observed.
At the end of the year, President Craigie reported, she had logged some 16,000 contacts during 2014, most of
them from calling “CQ Centennial.”
“For the first time in my life I was the most popular kid in school,” she quipped. “I won’t forget the rush of that
feeling when I’m back to being just another signal from Virginia.
President Craigie said some have been asking what the ARRL will do next. She said that while the League
doesn’t want to wear out the exuberance and goodwill the Centennial events engendered, “it’s clear that
operating challenges outside of the traditional menu of contests and awards have a great appeal.” She
expressed the hope that, in the months and years ahead, all hams will seek out other operating challenges
sponsored by all sorts of ham radio groups and keep the bands alive with signals.
“To everybody: Thanks for coming to the birthday party!” she concluded. “Happy New Year!

Registration Opens for 2015 Dayton Contest University
Registration is now open for the 2015 Dayton Contest University (CTU) classes. According to CTU Chairman
Tim Duffy, K3LR, CTU sessions will take place all day on Thursday, May 14, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in
downtown Dayton. Duffy said that 2015 will mark the ninth year in a row that CTU sessions have been held in
Dayton, in conjunction with Dayton Hamvention.®
Over the years, in addition to the US, seven countries have hosted CTUs — Australia, Russia, Germany, Italy,
England, Brazil, and Finland. More than 3700 students have attended these classes, and more than 80 CTU
instructors have shared their contesting experience and expertise. Duffy noted that CTU Caribbean will take
place January 23-25 during the ARRL Puerto Rico Convention in Hatillo.
The 2015 lineup of classes and instructors is still being finalized, but the CTU website shows the 2014
complement. Anyone who has given a talk about Amateur Radio contesting to any club, hamfest or group
since May 17, 2014, qualifies for a $10 registration fee discount. Choose the “Registration w/Discount” option
to get the discount. CTU sponsors include Icom America, DX Engineering, CQ Magazine and INRAD.

The K7RA Solar Update
Now that we are just barely into the New Year 2015, I’ll review Cycle 24 progress during 2014. It now seems
certain that this cycle peaked in the spring of 2014, but, fortunately, solar cycles typically decline at a slower
rate than they rise, so this cycle peak should have plenty of life left.
Solar activity softened over the week of December 25-31, as compared to the previous week. Average daily
sunspot numbers dropped 30 points from 132.9 to 102.9, and average daily solar flux was down 55.7 points to
134.9.
Predicted solar flux on January 2-3 is 140, then 145 on January 4-5, 150 on January 6-7, 155 on January 8,
then 150, 155, 160, 170, and 175 on January 9-13, 180 on January 14-16, then 175, 165, 155, 140, 135, and
130 on January 17-22, 125 on January 23-24, 130 on January 25-26, 125 on January 27-28, 120 on January
29-31, then peaking at 180 on February 10-12.
On average, 2014 had the highest daily sunspot numbers of any year since 2002. In 2002, the average daily
sunspot number for the whole year was 176.7; in 2014 it was 121.2. But for all the years in between, the
averages were quite a bit lower. The yearly average of daily sunspot numbers from 2003-2013 was 109.2,
68.6, 48.9, 26.1, 12.8, 4.7, 5.1, 25.5, 80.1, 82.3, and 97.1.
The monthly average sunspot numbers for September through December 2014 were 127.4, 92.1, 101.9, and
120, respectively.
Our 3-month moving average of sunspot numbers for the months ending in March through December 2014,
were 146.4, 148.2, 129.6, 118.4, 112.8, 109.2, 115.6, 108.4, 107 and 104.7.
The highest average daily sunspot numbers in the current cycle were 146.4 and 148.2 for the 3-month periods
ending in March and April 2014. At the bottom of the cycle in 2008 the 3-month average daily sunspot numbers
ending in August through October were 2, 1.1 and 2.5. There seemed to be another minimum in 2009 in the 3month periods ending in February through May, which had average daily sunspot numbers of 2.2, 2, 1.5, and
2. Between those dates the 3-month average rose to 4.5 in the 3-month period ending in November 2008.

Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

K1N Navassa DXpedition Ready to Roll for Early February Start
The K1N Navassa Island team has announced that it will hit the airwaves in about 4 weeks. While the team’s
exact departure date from its staging area depends on the weather and the availability of US Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) transportation, it appears that K1N will be up and running during the first 2 weeks in
February. It’s been more than 22 years since Navassa Island (KP1) was last activated, and, according to the
team, the USFWS will not allow another operation for at least another decade.
“This is a once in 32 years opportunity to work Navassa!” the team stressed in a December 30 media release.
“Everyone can make the most of this opportunity by listening to the operator’s instructions and following the
cadence of the operator.”
The team has estimated that it will take 2 full days of helicopter shuttles to transport everything needed to
begin operations. “Because of the helicopter logistics, this will be a no-frills, minimum-comfort operation for the
team,” the team said. “Meals will be MREs [military ‘meals ready to eat’]. The [shipping] container has been
organized for a quick camp setup and quick radio/antenna setup to take advantage of every moment.”
ClubLog’s DXCC Most Wanted List puts Navassa Island at #1 on phone, #5 on CW, and #4 on digital
modes. K1N will not be operating on all modes on all bands, the team’s statement noted, but plans to limit
most bands to a specific mode, “so that we can work the pileups down to the last little pistol.”
According to the media release, a small team of USFWS personnel will accompany the radio amateurs, and
the contingent will include “armed federal law enforcement officers.”
The K1N DXpedition is the recipient of an ARRL Colvin Award grant. Team members have contributed about
one-half of the total budget and is accepting donations through the Northern California DX Foundation
(NCDXF). The team has a presence on Facebook and Twitter (@navassa2015).
The DXpedition’s organizer, The KP1-5 Project, received word from the USFWS in October that it would be
allowed to activate Navassa Island in early 2015, taking advantage of a time of year when bird nesting activity
is minimal.
Headed by KP1-5 Project President Bob Allphin, K4UEE, the team includes 15 experienced operators.
Navassa is more than 100 miles from the nearest helicopter staging point, and as many as 10 round trips may
be needed at the start and finish of the operation.

New Element 3 (General Class) Question Pool Released
Roland Anders, K3RA, NCVEC Question Pool Committee Chairman
The Question Pool Committee of the National Conference of Volunteer Examiner Coordinators (NCVEC) has
released the 2015-2019 Element 3 (General Class) question pool. The new question pool becomes effective
for all Element 3 examinations administered on or after July 1, 2015, and it remains valid until June 30, 2019.
The question pool files are available in PDF, Microsoft Word (.doc), and ASCII text formats. Section G7A
requires the use of one illustration, a schematic identified as G7-1. This drawing file is published separately.
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Preparations Under Way for January DXpedition to Iran
Preparations continue on the part of the Rockall DX Group to make Iran — #33 on ClubLog’s DXCC Most
Wanted List — available through a DXpedition to Kish Island (IOTA AS-166). Look for EP6T starting on
January 16. While the emphasis will be on 160 meters, the DXpedition will operate on all bands, 160 through
10 meters. EP6T plans to remain active until January 26. Organizers say the theme of the expedition will be
“friendship and cultural tolerance.”
“We hope to make a lot of people happy,” team member Luc Kerkhofs, ON4IA said. “The setup will be about
the same as [previous operations] 9U4U and TN2T, but we realize that it will be a much more difficult path.”
Kerkhofs, who has installed some impressive low-band receiving antennas at his Meeuwen, Belgium, location,
said that if space is available, the team will erect some Beverages for short and long path to North America,
with a pair of end-fire phased delta loop receiving antennas as backup.
A dedicated 160 meter station will be on the air starting at local sunrise and sunset for the first two nights, in
order to work as many Europeans as possible and to check when signals peak to North America. The planned
transmitting antenna is a 26-meter (85.3 feet) vertical with 50 quarter-wave radials. Kerkhofs said the operators
will attempt to be fair in giving all continents a crack at working Iran on 160. After the first two nights, operators
will start concentrating on North American stations, although they concede that paths to North America on Top
Band will be dicey and of short duration.
Since word first spread of the planned DXpedition, many groups and individuals have offered support,
including the Northern California DX Foundation. The organizers say that preparations are “progressing
smoothly and according to plan.” M0URX will be the QSL manager. The EP6T log will be uploaded to Logbook
of The World (LoTW), once the DXpedition has concluded.
The group will use Elecraft K3 transceivers plus amplifiers. Although 160 and 30 meters are not allocated to
Amateur Radio in Iran, the group has obtained permission to use them for the EP6T DXpedition. There will be
no 6 meter operation, however, since that band is allocated to fixed, mobile and broadcasting services in Iran.
Iran has 80 million citizens and only 13 radio amateurs. As a result of the group’s more than 3-year effort to
obtain permission to operate in Iran, 60 students have already passed their licensing exams and should be
able to receive an EP call in the near future.

ARRL Survey Underway
The ARRL has asked an independent research company specializing in survey research to conduct a survey
of Amateur Radio operators in the US. Readex Research -- headquartered in Stillwater, Minnesota -- has
conducted similar studies for ARRL in the past, including QST readership studies and other large national
surveys. This most recent survey is being conducted by mail and e-mail, and includes representative
populations of Amateur Radio operators from among ARRL members, as well as non-member FCC licensees.
While not every member will receive a survey, participation from those individuals who are selected is critical
for the success of this project. Responses will be kept confidential and only used in tabulation with others; no
data about survey participants -- including contact information -- will be shared with anyone. Please contact
ARRL Marketing Manager Bob Inderbitzen, NQ1R, if you have any questions about the survey.
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Amateur Radio Parity Act will Resume in New Congress
Largely as the result of a grassroots campaign, “The Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2014” (H.R. 4969) attracted
the support of 69 members of the US House of Representatives in addition to that of its sponsor, Rep Adam
Kinzinger (R-IL). While the soon-to-adjourn 113th Congress did not enact the bill, the effort to gain passage of
the legislation will resume anew when the 114th Congress convenes in January. Introduced with bipartisan
support last June, H.R. 4969 called on the FCC to apply the “reasonable accommodation” three-part test of the
PRB-1 federal pre-emption policy to private land-use restrictions regarding antennas. The limited PRB-1 preemption currently applies only to state and municipal land-use ordinances. The FCC has indicated its
reluctance to provide the same legal protections from private land-use agreements — often called covenants,
conditions, and restrictions or CC&Rs — without direction from Congress. ARRL Regulatory Information
Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND, this week stressed that the fight is not over.
“While we are disappointed that the bill did not make it through the process during the session, the effort was
extremely energized by the efforts of thousands of ARRL members who participated in our grassroots lobbying
effort,” Henderson said. “In just 6 short months we gained tremendous traction for the Amateur Radio Parity
Act.”
Henderson explained that sometime after the new Congress is called into session in January, a new “Amateur
Radio Parity Act” bill with a new number will be introduced into the US House. “Once this happens, the ARRL
will gear up for a fresh effort to push this legislation forward,” he added.
In a note to ARRL Section Managers this week, ARRL CEO David Sumner, K1ZZ, thanked Section leaders
and Field Organization volunteers on behalf of the ARRL Board of Directors and Headquarters staff for their
help in garnering legislative support for H.R. 4969. “We had hoped to gain 30 co-sponsors for the bill and
ultimately ended up with 69, plus the sponsor,” Sumner noted. “The overwhelming majority of these 70
supporters are returning in January, which gives us a good base on which to grow additional support.”
Sumner said the objective for 2015 is to continue the momentum, gathering enough support to move the bill
through the Energy and Commerce Committee. “We have received expressions of interest from the Senate
side and are hoping to have the bill introduced there as well,” he added.
Henderson said the bill would not have attained its current level of support in the US House without the
thousands of letters and phone calls made by ARRL members to their congressional representatives. “The
success of this crucial issue relies on the efforts of all radio amateurs and ARRL members,” he said. “We know
you will step forward in the new year, when we renew our efforts on Capitol Hill.”
The ARRL has developed an H.R. 4969 web page that provides additional information on this subject.

DX Engineering Acquires Bencher, Butternut Antenna Product Lines
DX Engineering has acquired Bencher’s Skyhawk, Skylark, and Butternut antenna product lines.
Headquartered in Talmadge, Ohio, DX Engineering announced on December 5 that it will exclusively
manufacture and market the three antenna lines as well as provide service, repairs, and replacement parts.
The deal did not include the Bencher line of CW keyer paddles.
The Skyhawk is a trap-free tribander for 20, 15, 10 meters. The Skylark is a dual-band Yagi for 17 and 12
meters. Butternut HF verticals come in 9-band, 6-band, and 2-band models.
Bencher, headquartered in Antioch, Illinois, had acquired the Butternut product line in the 1990s.
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Financial Woes Reported at Dayton Hamvention® Venue, Hara Arena
Hara Arena — for many years the home of Dayton Hamvention® — is facing some financial issues and has
cut back on its full-time staff to save money, according to a WDTN-TV “2 News” account. The Dayton TV
station reported on December 2 that the Trotwood complex now has a full-time staff of only 12 employees.
Karen Wampler, Hara’s Director of Marketing, told the TV station that it’s difficult for Hara Arena to compete
with other Miami Valley venues, such as the Nutter Center at Wright State University, but she hinted at a
positive announcement next year.
“As taxpayers, we’re competing against facilities that are subsidized by tax dollars, and because of that, we are
struggling to compete,” Wampler said. “The primary challenges are that we need renovation dollars, and the
ownership model needs to be changed.” The Wampler family has owned and operated Hara Arena since its
humble origins in the 1950s, when Wampler Ballarena — then a dance hall, now an exhibit hall familiar to
Hamvention visitors — was built in what had been a family-owned orchard. Hara Arena has since expanded to
a 165,000 square foot, six-building complex.
Last year Hara Arena hosted 239 events, including Hamvention, generating an estimated $34 million in
community revenue. Wampler told 2 NEWS that the arena is working with a company called VenuWorks,
which specializes in restoring event venues, and she anticipated some “very, very, good news in 2015.”
Hara Arena has hosted everyone from The Rolling Stones and Kid Rock to President George W. Bush over the
years. It is home to the Dayton Demonz hockey team.
“There’s a lot of history,” Wampler said. Hara Arena was named by founding brothers HArold and RAlph
Wampler.
Last year, Dayton Hamvention, sponsored by the Dayton Amateur Radio Association, attracted nearly 25,000
visitors.

QST Celebrates Its Centennial in 2015
Although the ARRL celebrated its centennial this year, 2015 is the centennial year for QST magazine.
First published in December 1915, QST is the not only the official membership journal of the ARRL, it is also
the most widely read Amateur Radio magazine in the world with a monthly circulation of more than 165,000.
QST kicks off its celebration with a photo contest announced in the January issue, as well as online. Winning
photos will appear on several QST covers throughout 2015 and each winning photographer will receive $250.
“We’re hoping to showcase a number of member photos on 2015 covers,” said QST Editor in Chief Steve Ford,
WB8IMY. “We’ve also planned a few ‘surprise covers’ that I think readers will enjoy.”
Each 2015 issue of QST will also contain articles and columns republished from vintage issues. “In the January
issue we’ll be reprinting the special declaration from the January 1942 QST concerning the cessation of
amateur operations at the start of the US entry into World War II,” Ford said. “The statement was originally
printed on yellow stock to make sure readers wouldn’t miss it. We’ll be duplicating that background color in our
version as well.”
Each vintage article will be reprinted exactly as it appeared in its original issue. “We chose articles based on
either historical relevance or nostalgia value,” Ford said. “For instance, we’ll be reprinting one of the first QST
articles to describe the use of transistors in Amateur Radio applications. For the April Fool theme, readers
should beware the reappearance of the infamous Larson E. Rapp.”
Ford went on to say that observant readers would find other treats in 2015 QSTs. “As space permits, we will be
reprinting some vintage Gil Gildersleeve cartoons. I’d advise readers to also be on the lookout for occasional
appearances of the beloved ‘Stray’ kitties. Long time QST readers will know what I mean.”
Concerning the popular “75, 50 and 25 Years Ago” column, Ford commented, “I’ve received a few inquiries
from members who wondered if we would be changing the name of the column to ‘100, 50 and 25 Years Ago.’
We will, but not right away. Because the first QST wasn’t published until December 1915, we’ll inaugurate the
name change in the December 2015 issue.”

Design The Next AMSAT Satellite!
ANS thanks Jerry, N0JY
At the 2014 AMSAT Space Symposium AMSAT Vice President – Engineering Jerry Buxton announced the
plan for the next generation of AMSAT satellites. "The door is open for everyone, to submit their ideas. AMSAT
Engineering has a long term strategy and this is the first step."
The Engineering long term strategy includes the following goals: - Advancement of amateur radio satellite
technical and communications skills - Enhance international goodwill - Grow and sustain a skilled pool of
amateur radio satellite engineers
- Establish and maintain partnerships with educational institutions
Develop a means to use hardware common to all opportunities
With respect to the last goal Jerry said "Within the bounds of the type of satellite it takes to achieve any of the
various orbit opportunities, let's consider in those plans the possibility of developing a platform that can suit any
and all orbits. Perhaps a modular CubeSat, using a common bus as we did in Fox-1, which gives great
flexibility in building and flying different sizes and configurations of CubeSats with simple common-design
hardware changes." Submissions should be thorough and contain the following information. The purpose of
the proposal is not just in suggesting an idea; being an all-volunteer team AMSAT needs your help in carrying
out the idea.
Design Implementation - CubeSat platform Estimated timeline Cost -volunteer resources, commercial (COTS)
units Launch - how does it get to orbit Strategy - how it fits into AMSAT's Engineering long term strategy. As
mentioned above the idea should be based on the CubeSat platform. This is the standard through which we
will look for launches in the foreseeable future.
In considering your proposal, Jerry encourages you to contact him for more details on the criteria. A guidebook
to the criteria is now available for download here. In particular, if you plan to include a university as a partner to
provide experiments or other support and you are not representing that university, please contact Jerry for
assistance in working with our existing partners or establishing a new partnership.
While all amateurs are invited to submit ideas, U.S. amateurs must take particular care of they choose to
become involved in a collaboration which includes individuals from other countries. It is permissible to receive
ideas and proposals from outside the U.S., but it is not permitted for U.S. Persons to export or share design
ideas with other countries unless they have taken the proper steps to insure compliance with ITAR and
deemed export rules.
Additionally, those wishing to work on proposals should use care in presenting themselves in their contacts.
While the goal is for AMSAT to build and launch the satellite, it is not an AMSAT project until it is accepted by
the AMSAT Board of Directors. It is acceptable to represent yourself as members of a project team that plans
to submit a proposal to AMSAT for a future satellite project, as the AMSAT name is well known.
"It is not our intention that ideas be submitted to AMSAT-NA which would be more appropriately handled by an
AMSAT organization in a country where AMSAT is established. AMSAT-NA is seeking ideas from amateurs in
North America and will certainly consider ideas from amateurs in countries which do not have an established
AMSAT organization or relationships with an existing AMSAT organization."
The deadline for submissions is May 30, 2015. After the submission date the ideas will be screened for
completeness and then reviewed by a board consisting of the AMSAT Engineering Team, AMSAT Senior
Officer and Board of Directors representatives, and aerospace industry members. The review process is
expected to be completed in September 2015.
Now is the time for YOU to begin working on the next AMSAT satellite!

Christmas Party 2014

Pete KE9YX, Grand Price Raffle Winner!
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