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Upcoming Events
January Meeting Friday, Jan 17, 2014, 8 PM at the Bunker
There will be the usual business meeting followed by a program by our new President, Ed Stroh K9EGS on
logging programs. Refreshments and raffle will be available.

February Meeting Friday, Feb 21, 2014, 8 PM at the Bunker
There will be the usual business meeting followed by a to be determined program. Please watch you email and
check the nets for updates on the activities for the meeting. Refreshments and raffle will be available
Club board meetings - held the second Monday of each month, 7:30 PM at the Bunker. All members are invited
to attend.

Election of Officers for 2014
Elections of Officers for 2014 were held during the December 2013 meeting. The following were elected: Ed
Stroh K9EGS President, Matt Schumann N9OTL Vice-president, Jim Everard WD9GXU Secretary, Trish
Gunderson N9WDG Treasurer and Todd Schumann KA9IUC Director. Bruce Haffner WD9GHK and Brian
Bedoe WD9HSY continue their terms as Directors.

Raffle Winner
Tri-Town held a special raffle for a Baofeng Model UV-5RA ultra-compact dual band HT during the fall months.
The winning ticket was drawn at the December Club meeting and it was bought by Mac Kirkpatrick WA9CYL.
Congratulations Mac! The Club would like to thank all those who supported the Club by buying raffle tickets.
One hundred percent of profit from ticket sales went to the Club as the radio was donated.

Hall of Fame Induction
Following the process of being nominated by the Board of Directors and approval by the Club's membership,
Sharon Gunderson KA9IIT and Dan Gunderson WA9ACN were inducted into the Tri-Town Radio Amateur
Club's Hall of Fame at the December meeting. This honor is in recognition of service by both to the Club
serving as a Club officer multiple times, serving on various Club committees, establishment of the Club station
at the Bunker and the Club's repeater.

Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG
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Members of the Tri-Town Radio Club Inc. publish the Oscillator 6 times a year. Opinions expressed are not
necessarily those of the Officers or members of the Tri-Town RAC, but of the contributors. All articles may be
reprinted as long as full credit is given. Other publications are asked to reciprocate their newsletter. Some
Articles printed here are from AMSAT, ARRL Letter, TAPR, World Radio, QRZ.COM, Eham, and Other
Amateur Radio Publications.

Club Meetings & Nets
Club meetings are the 3rd Friday of each month at the Village of Hazel Crest Village Hall, 170th and
Holmes. All are welcome and refreshments will serve. Don’t forget to bring a Friend.

Official Club 2 Mtr hangouts:
146.49 Simplex, & The Club’s Repeater 146.805 WD9HSY/R

Unofficial Club Hang Outs:
442.375 Homewood, 441.300 Grant Park WA9WLN/R, “Waldofar”
443.325 Frankfort WD9HSY/R & 147.165 Kankakee Co. WD9HSY/R
All UHF’s use a 114.8 PL & All VHF’s use a 107.2 PL

Club Nets
2 Mtr FM 49’ers Net
10 Mtr SSB Net
2 Mtr FM Weather Net
Tri-Town Alumni Net

Wed, 8:00 PM Local, on The Club’s Repeater 146.805 -600kc 107.2 PL
Thursdays, 8:00 PM Local, 28.490.
Sundays, 8:00 PM local, on The Club’s Repeater 146.805 -600kc 107.2 PL
Monday through Friday, 2200 UTC on 7.285 MHz SSB

Hamfests in the Area
01/19/2014 Wheaton Mid-Winter Hamfest
Sponsor: Wheaton Community Radio Amateurs

Location: St. Charles, IL
Website: http://wheatonhamfest.org

03/02/2014 | Sterling-Rock Falls ARS's Hamfest
Sponsor: Sterling-Rock Falls Amateur Radio Society

Location: Sterling, IL
Website: http://w9mep.org

We need your Membership!
Membership supports the Club Station, The Club Repeater, The Website,
The Oscillator, and many Club Activities!

From the President’s Desk
Ed Stroh - K9EGS
Greetings and Happy New Year to all. I hope that you had a Merry Christmas and a truly blessed holiday
season. Hopefully Santa was good to all of you and gave you some nice amateur radio related gear for
Christmas. The jolly fellow made a stop at my house and brought me a new 2 meter transceiver for my shack
to replace the used one, (from the 1980s), that I bought a few years ago which was starting to have problems.
Speaking of Christmas, I want to thank all those who helped to make the club Christmas Party a success. The
food and fellowship was great, those home made chocolate cookies were really good and the decorations were
a nice touch.
My name is Ed Stroh - K9EGS and I am your new president of Tri-Town Radio Amateur Club for 2014. I have
been a licensed amateur radio operator holding a general class license for about four and a half years. I have
been a member of Tri-Town for just about as long as I have had my license. In fact, my very first contact on
amateur radio was made at the Tri-Town bunker during Field Day 2009 which was just 9 days after obtaining
my general class license. Thanks go to Todd Schumann and Jim Everand for helping me fumble my way
through those first few Field Day contacts.
My interests in ham radio are HF (SSB and PSK31), 2 meters FM, going to hamfests and participating in TriTown activities and meetings. It has been nice to be able to come to the monthly meetings, participate in some
of the club activities and get to know some of you. I hope to get to know more of you and to learn quickly about
the duties of the club president. I ask that you bear with me as I learn.
I am looking forward to being a part of the team of club officers and board members that will take this club into
the new year. Hopefully I will earn your trust and respect as I learn from and work with the rest of the club
officers and members to help the club prosper another year.
One of the key ingredients needed to make any type of club prosper is membership participation. It is always
nice to see a good turnout at some of the club activities and the monthly meetings. It tells me that the members
do indeed want to participate in the club. I hope that we can continue provide, as much as possible, good
programs at the monthly meetings to keep the members interested and informed about many aspects of the
radio hobby as well as other areas of interest. As always, if you have any ideas for a program at an upcoming
meeting please let us know so that we can try to make it happen and schedule it. Also, if you are so inclined,
you can do a presentation at one of the monthly meetings on anything that you think the club members would
be interested in, even if it is not directly amateur radio related. Your help and participation in this area would be
greatly appreciated.
I hope to see again this year a good number of members come to the monthly meetings and to continue to
participate in various club activities, such as Driving The Dixie, Folks On Spokes, Field Day, the Club Picnic,
Christmas Party, etc. These are some of our main activities. Please consider participating in one or more of
these fun events. Your participation is crucial to the health and well being of the club.
Speaking of club participation, now that it is the New Year, membership dues are now due for 2014. Please
consider promptly paying your 2014 club dues. Without the dues from the members this club could not exist.
Your dues help to support the club station, the club repeater, the club website, the Oscillator newsletter and
much more. As far as I know, we are the only club in the Southern Chicago Metropolitan Area that has a club
station. I think that we have a nice station, one to be proud of, and your membership dues help to keep that
station going. We also have a fine 2 meter repeater that I would think many of you make use of at one time or
another. Your dues help to keep that repeater up and running.
I thank you for putting your trust in me as president of the club and I will try to continue to earn that trust
throughout my term during 2014.

Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

Winter Field Day 2014
Winter Field Day? Yes, there is such a contest. This year it takes place from January 25, 2014, 1700Z to
January 26, 2014, 1700Z. Phone, CW and Digital modes are used. The exchange is call sign, RS(T), category
and local temperature. See the sponsor's website at www.spar-hams.org for rules and registration. Participate
from your home QTH or a group could get together and operate from the Bunker. It would not have to be a 24hour operation but maybe just a few hours for fun. Please let a Club officer know if there is any interest in using
the Bunker. ……….See story Below!!

Society for the Preservation of Amateur Radio
SPAR Announces Winter Field Day 2014
Not only during Field Day in June, do the bands come alive with improvised signals proving the ability to
respond to emergencies. Since emergencies and natural disasters don't always happen in the summer, during
Winter Field Day, frigid winds, icy limbs and bitter cold replace the thunderstorms and blistering heat of
summer. In 2007 SPAR established a Winter Field Day event and invited all Amateur Radio operators to
participate. The event was repeated in 2008 and was considered a success, so it was then designated an
annual event to be held the last full weekend each January. In 2007 - 2013 the event was enjoyed by many,
but it is time to issue the invitation for the Sixth Annual SPAR Winter Field Day!
The 2014 Winter Field Day will be held from 1700 UTC (12:00 noon EST) Saturday January 25, 2014
through 1700 UTC (12:00 noon EST) Sunday January 26, 2014. The object of the event is familiar to most
Amateur Radio operators: set up emergency-style communications and make as many contacts as possible
during the 24 hour period. The rules encourage as many contacts on as many bands and modes as possible,
because during a real emergency, the most important factor is the ability to communicate, regardless of band,
mode or distance.
The official rules can be found at the SPAR web site. The event is open to all amateurs, although we
encourage everyone to join in the discussions and other activities sponsored by SPAR. Information about
SPAR can be found on the SPAR Home Page. Membership is free and open to all amateurs who want to
encourage technical and operating skills. You can register by going to the SPAR Forum and registering, using
your amateur callsign as your user name.
Please join with SPAR in promoting amateur radio and keeping our bands alive!

WaldoFar North still down awaiting the tower to be finished!
Tom W9SRV

There is maintenance going on at the site which requires removal of our antennas and mounts. I
just found out this morning. The system was immediately shut down to prevent damage to the equipment as
well as the workers exposure to RF.
During this time I will be bringing all the equipment home including the antenna to do an overhaul and tune up.
The equipment has not been touched since installation more than 2 years ago. The antenna has not been
since it was put up.
During this time the South box will remain on. I will work on making it talk a little and add a courtesy tone.
Thanks you for your consideration and sorry for the inconvenience. If you're in need of UHF communication in
the North box area, please use the 443.325+ 114.8 WD9HSY repeater.

The ARRL Centennial QSO Party Kicks Off January 1
As part of the mix of events marking the League’s 100th anniversary, the ARRL Centennial QSO Party gets underway at
0001 UTC on January 1. This is a year-long operating event, in which participants can accumulate points and win awards,
as well as work new stations and make new friends. During 2014 W1AW will be on the air at least twice from every US
state and from most US territories, and it will be easy to work all states solely by contacting W1AW portable operations.
This will be the first ARRL-sponsored operating event for which every member is worth at least one point. The event is
open to all, although only ARRL members and appointees, elected officials, HQ staff and W1AW are worth points. Working
ARRL’s president, for example, earns 300 points!
To qualify for points all contacts must be two-way (no cross-band or cross-mode contacts), using CW, phone (FM, SSB,
AM, digital voice), digital (any digital mode, such as PSK31, RTTY) on 160, 80, 40, 30, 17, 15, 12, 10, 6, 2 and 1.25
meters, plus 70 centimeters and satellite. Stations exchange signal report and ARRL abbreviation. Contacts do not have
to be contest-style, and providing ARRL organizational information is not required. A centennial database will assign point
values to all logs submitted electronically. Those not submitting electronically, however, will need to obtain the QSO
information during the contact. Since this is not a contest, participants may make contacts in any fashion they prefer.
The Centennial QSO Party is scored by totaling the values of all eligible contacts. There are no multipliers or bonus
points. Logs submitted via Logbook of the World (LoTW) will be scored automatically.
Worked all States with W1AW: Work W1AW operating portable from all 50 states. Working W1AW or W100AW in
Connecticut does not count for Connecticut, however. Participants can earn W1AW Connecticut credit only for working
W1AW/1 in Connecticut. A W1AW WAS certificate and plaque will be available for a fee. For an extra challenge, work all
100 W1AW portable operations — essentially a double WAS with W1AW!
Endorse the W1AW WAS Certificate with the Territorial Stickers for working W1AW/KH2, W1AW/KP4, W1AW/KP2, and
any others that may be active, and also endorse with W1AW/3 from the District of Columbia (stickers are $1 each).
For full information, visit the ARRL Centennial QSO Party webpage. Contact us if you have questions.

ARRL Granted Use of W1ØØAW for League’s Centennial
The FCC has authorized the Maxim Memorial Station W1AW to also use the call sign W1ØØAW during 2014, the ARRL’s
centennial year. Contacts made from the Maxim Memorial Station in Newington, from regional Centennial conventions,
and during the IARU HF Championship will use W1ØØAW, with portable designators as appropriate. The “W1AW WAS”
operations throughout 2014 from each of the 50 states will use W1AW, not W1ØØAW.
Bulletins and code practice transmissions during 2014 also will still use W1AW. Contacts with W1ØØAW will be worth 100
points in the ARRL Centennial QSO Party. To help kick off the ARRL Centennial, special W1ØØAW activity will begin at
0500 UTC on January 1, 2014 (midnight in Newington), and will include participation in ARRL’s Straight Key Night; one
CW station will use Hiram Percy Maxim’s straight key. Activity will continue throughout New Year’s Day.

New Technician Class Question Pool Released
Maria Somma, AB1FM, ARRL/VEC Manager
The ARRL VEC has announced that the NCVEC Question Pool Committee has released the new 2014-2018 Technician
Class, Element 2, question pool to the public. This pool will take effect on July 1, 2014, and will remain valid until June 30,
2018. The current Technician question pool, released in 2010, is valid until June 30, 2014.

Pete K9OWQ Going in For Surgery!
I will be in Palos Hospital for reconstruction surgery of my left ribs from noon Jan 7 until about a week later. Email and phone calls will be gladly answered cell 708-408-7804. I hope to have a computer there for e-mail .
Perhaps a HT on the south side bests boxes. Currently I do not know what boxes I can hit from the hospital.
Cheers and grins to all.

Solar Scientists Say Cycle 24 is the Weakest in More than a Century….
(Editors Note: “You Don’t say!”)
Four leading solar scientists on December 11 told journalists attending the American Geophysical Union (AGU) fall
conference in San Francisco that current solar Cycle 24 has demonstrated extremely low sunspot activity and appears to
be the weakest cycle of the past 10 cycles — more than 100 years. This already has resulted in milder “space weather”
and less-intense geomagnetic storms and “energetic particle events,” such as coronal mass ejections (CMEs), NASA
scientist Nat Gopalswamy said.
“The weak activity of Cycle 24 is thought to be due to the weak polar magnetic field in Cycle 23,” an AGU news release
explained. “If this trend continues for the next couple of cycles, the Sun may be heading for a global minimum.”
The scientists drew no specific conclusions regarding the impact of the extremely weak Cycle 24 on radio propagation.
Stanford University’s Leif Svalgaard said this weak cycle had been predicted based on the behavior of the Sun’s polar
magnetic fields, which translate into fewer sunspots. Svalgaard believes that in a few years it will be possible to use polar
field data to determine the robustness of Cycle 25. The Sun’s weak polar magnetic field could lead to an increase in
cosmic ray activity, which could affect manned spaceflight, the news conference was told.
In addition to Svalgaard and Gopalswamy, the other scientists were Martin Mlynczak of NASA-Langley, and Joe
Giacolone of the University of Arizona.
According to Spaceweather.com, since 2004 there have been 821 days without sunspots, compared to 486 days for the
“typical” solar minimum, but none of these days fell within 2012 or 2013. On December 17 the sunspot number was 114,
while 10.7 centimeter solar flux was 154.
Spaceweather.com reports low solar activity and no active flares. Two current Earth-facing sunspots have “beta-gamma”
magnetic fields and hold the potential for “moderately strong solar flares” that most likely would impact Earth.

K9W Wake Atoll Commemorative DX’ped Tops 100K Contacts
The K9W Wake Atoll DXpedition team reports that it logged slightly more than 100,000 contacts during its November
DXpedition in the South Pacific.
“The Wake Atoll DXpedition team wants to thank the DX community for the outstanding response to ‘The Forgotten 98’
Commemorative DXpedition,” Team Leader Lou Dietrich, N2TU, said on the DXpedition’s behalf. “Also, we need to
express our gratitude to our hosts on Wake, the United States Air Force.”
Because of issues stemming from the partial federal government shutdown the DXpedition had to postpone its startup
from October until November.
North American hams worked the lion’s share of the contacts — just over 35 percent, with Asia and Europe not far behind
at 32 percent and 27 percent, respectively. The rest of the world had a more difficult time putting K9W into the log.
Contacts with Oceania accounted for slightly more than 3 percent of the total, with South America contacts comprising
slightly less than 2 percent, and with Africa less than 1 percent.
“The Team is extremely pleased to have distributed the QSOs to much-needed parts of the world, especially EU, which
has the most difficult path to Wake Island,” Dietrich said. K9W logged 53,765 CW, 38,700 SSB, and 7,562 Digital
contacts, and all have been uploaded to ClubLog, and the printed QSLs are in transit to QSL Manager AA4NN.
The K9W DXpedition was the recipient of a Colvin Award grant. Contacts will be uploaded to Logbook of The World
(LoTW).

We need your Membership!
Membership supports the Club Station, The Club Repeater, The Website,
The Oscillator, and many Club Activities!

Storm Takes Down Amateur Radio Contest Club Towers in N. Europe
Stormy weather over the weekend took down two major ham radio antenna towers in Finland and in Denmark.
On December 6, Radio Arcala (OH8X) reported that its 330 foot tall tower near the village of Arkala that
supported 160 meter and 80 meter Yagis literally fell victim to high winds that also took out power to some
200,000 homes in Finland.
“The mammoth structure collapsed peacefully, not hitting any of the other six towers, not hurting people or
damaging buildings,” a report from Jarmo J. Jaakola, OH2BN, described. “As professional engineering efforts
had up to now ensured the survival of this 5 year old structure, inspectors are busy trying to evaluate the cause
of the failure. It is suspected that automation designed to enable the array to find its most comfortable position
in high winds somehow locked up and caused the structure to corkscrew.”
In Denmark, the same storm bent over the top of the OZ5E tower supporting a 20 meter OptiBeam and 3
element 40 meter Yagi — “a total loss,” the Danish Contest Academy reports on its website.

Mellish Reef DXpedition On Track for Early 2014
Preparations to put VK9MT on the air from Mellish Reef continue. The VK9MT team is moving forward with plans to
activate this rare DXCC entity in late March and early April 2014. The current schedule calls for 10 full days of operation
on 160 through 10 meters, CW, SSB, and RTTY, with 10 operators. “Team Mellish” reports it already has written
permission to land on the island.
“Australia’s Commonwealth Marine Reserve Operations Department reviewed our DXpedition project plan and requires
that we follow their documented environmental protection regulations,” a team announcement explained. “Effective July 1,
2014, Mellish Reef becomes part of Australia’s new Coral Sea Marine Reserve Management Program, which implements
additional restrictions to further protect the area’s ecology; we appreciate the Australian government’s cooperation and
spirit of partnership in making this DXpedition possible.”
Six members of the successful ZL9HR operation from Campbell Island in December 2012 are among the team members.
Last activated in 2009, Mellish Reef is located in the Coral Sea, approximately 1100 kilometers northeast of Brisbane,
Australia. It is currently number 24 on ClubLog’s DXCC Most Wanted List.
The team has selected the 25 meter passenger expedition yacht Evohe from New Zealand to transport the operators and
gear to Mellish Reef. The DXpedition participants plan to take their meals and sleep on the vessel.
The DXpedition budget is estimated at $110,000, not including operators’ individual expenses. “We will exercise full
financial transparency in all aspects of the project,” a team announcement said. “When the books are closed, clubs and
foundations that supported the project will receive a financial accounting.”

QRP DXpedition to Southern Africa Entities Set for early 2014
Thanks to The Daily DX
Ulrich Steinberg, N2DE, will be active QRP for about 5 weeks from three DXCC entities in southern Africa,
beginning in mid-January. In order, he plans to be on the air as A25US in Botswana, 3DAØUS in Swaziland,
and as 7P8US from Lesotho. Steinberg said the exact dates and times will be determined according to his
schedule “and on short notice.” He’ll be using an Elecraft KX3 running 10 W, CW only, on 20, 17, 15, and
possibly 10 meters, if conditions permit. He may also get on 40 meters. As with his early 2013, 7P8US
operation, he’ll operate 31 kHz above the lower band edge, targeting 14.031, 18.099, 21.031, and possibly
28.031 MHz. QSL via N2DE.

Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

Voice of Russia “Radio Moscow” Shortwave Broadcasts QRT
Voice of Russia (VOR), the former Radio Moscow during the USSR era, will cease shortwave broadcasts as of January 1,
2014. In addition, effective December 9 as a result of a decree signed earlier this month by Russian President Vladimir
Putin, the Voice of Russia radio company officially ceased to exist and merged with several other state-run news agencies
as part of Rossia Segodnya, a Russia-based international news service.
From the 1950s through the 1980s, the station, as Radio Moscow, was a virtual beacon for short-wave listeners (SWLs),
many of whom gravitated into Amateur Radio. Voice of Russia currently broadcasts to 160 countries in 38 languages for
151 hours per day on short and medium waves, on FM, via satellite, and via the Internet. Earlier this year shortwave
transmissions were cut to 26 hours a day in all languages, down from more than 50 hours a day in 2012.
VOR, which claims to be the first radio station to broadcast internationally, will continue to broadcast online and via three
medium-wave transmitters. In 2003 VOR was among the first major international radio broadcasters to launch daily
broadcasts to Europe in Digital Radio Mondiale (DRM). Putin’s decree also abolished the State Fund of Television and
Radio Programs, placing it under control of All-Russia State Television and Radio Broadcasting Company.

Wire Antenna Vendor W8AMZ, now SK
From QRZ.com

With great regrets, we should note the passing of Tom, W8AMZ on 12/18. Tom was an antenna colleague of
high integrity who sold high quality American made products and was a pleasure to deal with. Many of you are
using his antennas, and his reputation was well deserved.
As some of you know, Tom had a series of strokes but fought hard to regain his abilities and run the business.
K8MHZ requests that everyone standby while the family honors his passing and the orders are sorted out.
http://www.w8amz.com/

Save the date! Dayton Hamvention, May 16-18 2014
24,542 attended Hamvention 2013. The Official Hara Arena web site: www.haracomplex.com
Google Map: http://maps.google.com/maps?oi=geocode_result&resnum=0&ct=directionsto&daddr=1001+Shiloh+Springs+Rd,+Dayton,+OH+45415&saddr
The physical address for GPS use is: 1001 Shiloh Springs Road, Dayton, OH 45415
For Lat/Long Navigation Use: 39.819842, -84.256905

One-Day Tech Class Radio License Course At Hamvention®
Full day course to get your Technician Class Amateur Radio License right at Hamvention®, the same day!
When: Saturday 9:00 AM until 4:00 PM; Exam 4:00-5:00 PM.
Where: In the Hallway behind the Main Arena. See the Inside Exhibits booth map.
This is a full day training class for the Technician Class Amateur Radio License. STUDENTS MUST PRE-ENROLL PRIOR
TO CLASS. Upon enrollment, students will receive a workbook and access to on-line pre-study materials. Everything will
be taught in class, along with several exciting demonstrations of amateur radio. Exams will be conducted at the
conclusion of class. This leaves time on Sunday to do some last minute radio shopping!
Go to http://www.hamclass.net/hamvclass.htm for course details and enrollment information.

Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

Upcoming ARRL Section, State Division Conventions and Events
(Time for a nice winter vacation! …. And Hamfest!)
January 5
January 17-18
January 19-26
January 24-25
January 25
January 25-26
Jan 31-Feb 1

NYC/LI Section Convention, Bethpage, New York
North Texas Section Convention, Fort Worth, Texas
Quartzfest Convention, Quartzsite, Arizona
Mississippi State Convention, Jackson, Mississippi
Georgia ARES Convention, Forsyth, Georgia
Puerto Rico State Convention, Hatillo, Puerto Rico
Southern Florida Section Convention, Miami, Florida

February 1
Virginia State Convention (Frostfest), Richmond, Virginia
February 7-9 N Florida Sec Convention (Orlando HamCation® -- Regional ARRL Centennial Event), Orlando, Florida
February 14-15 Arizona Section Convention, Yuma, Arizona
February 22
Vermont State Convention, South Burlington, Vermont
March 1-2
March 7-8
March 7-8
March 14-15
March 15
March 15
March 22
March 22-23

Alabama Section Convention (BirmingHAMfest 2014), Birmingham, Alabama
North Carolina Section Convention (Charlotte Hamfest), Concord, North Carolina
West Gulf Division Convention, Claremore, Oklahoma
Delta Division Convention, Rayne, Louisiana
Nebraska State Convention, Lincoln, Nebraska
West Texas Section Convention, Midland, Texas
South Texas Section Convention (Greater Houston Hamfest), Rosenberg, Texas
Communications Academy, Seattle, Washington

Boy Scouts Report Third Year of Growth for JOTA
The Boy Scouts of America reports the number of stations taking part in the 2013 Jamboree On The Air (JOTA) was up by
33 percent to 271, although the number of Scouts reported on the air was down by 25 percent to nearly 14,000. All the
statistics still may not be in, however.
The number of Amateur Radio operators involved in JOTA 2013 rose from 1000 last year to nearly 1300 in 2013.
“The number of stations that registered prior to the event hit a new record of 419, but quite a few just didn’t provide a
report after the event,” said Jim Wilson, K5ND, the national JOTA organizer and chairman of the National Radio Scouting
Committee. “So, we’re hopeful that the number of Scouts actually continued to increase.”
According to the JOTA report, some JOTA groups “made very creative use” of two contests on the air that weekend, taking
part in the events -- the Worked All Germany Contest and the New York QSO Party. “They essentially entered the contest,
set up the exchange information, and allowed the Scouts to work rapid-fire contacts in full contest style.”
Worldwide last year, nearly 700,000 Scouts took part from more than 6000 Amateur Radio stations in 150 countries. The
JOTA 2013 report and a summary video are available on the K2BSA Radio Scouting website.

Membership Dues 2014
2013 memberships expire December 31, 2013. So that means that Dues are due for 2014 membership. The
Board of Directors reviewed the membership fee amount taking into account the anticipated number of
members, our annual costs for insurance and the repeater. Fearing that a raise in due might cause a drop in
membership, it was decided not to increase due for 2014. This of course is based on the hopes that the
existing membership will renew and that the membership will continue to support the raffles and refreshment
donations. The cost of dues is on par with other local clubs. Membership applications are in each Oscillator.
Please renew your membership as soon as possible and it would be great to get a friend to become a new
member.

Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

Your Officers for 2014: Matt N9OTL, Ed K9EGS, Trish N9WDG, Jim WD9GXU, & Todd KA9UIC
(Brian WD9HSY, Bruce WD9GHK, and Tom W9SRV are Hiding)
Mac WA9CYL won the HT Raffle, a Baofeng UV5 Dual Bander.
Congrats to the new Hall of Famers: Dan WB9ACN and Sharon KA9IIT!

Tri-Town Radio Amateur Club Inc.
PO Box 1296
Homewood, IL 60430-0296

January 2014

First Class Mail

Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG
Tri-Town Radio Amateur Club Membership Application
Name ______________________________________ Call _____________________
Address ______________________ License Class ___________ ARRL Member Y / N
City, State _____________________ Zip _____________ Phone _______________
Email Address: _______________________________________________________
____ Regular Membership

$

20.00

____ SWL Membership
____ Extra Family Membership
____ Bunker Buddie

$
$
$

20.00
6.00
5.00

____ Auto Patch w/1 Speed Slot
____ Extra Speed Slots

$
$

25.00
5.00
$ _______ Total Paid by Club Member

For Example: Regular Member, with A/P and Bunker Buddy (20+25+5) = $ 50.00

We need your Membership!
Membership supports the Club Station, The Club Repeater, The Website,
The Oscillator, and many Club Activities!

